Sabbath May 23rd  - Joyful Thanksgiving
Devotional Thought: 
Thoughtfully read the following excerpt from Testimonies to Ministers, pages 509-512. 
The circumstances may seem to be favorable for a rich outpouring of the showers of grace. But God Himself must command the rain to fall. Therefore we should not be remiss in supplication. We are not to trust to the ordinary working of providence. We must pray that God will unseal the fountain of the water of life. And we must ourselves receive of the living water. Let us, with contrite hearts, pray most earnestly that now, in the time of the latter rain, the showers of grace may fall upon us. At every meeting we attend our prayers should ascend, that at this very time God will impart warmth and moisture to our souls. As we seek God for the Holy Spirit, it will work in us meekness, humbleness of mind, a conscious dependence upon God for the perfecting latter rain. If we pray for the blessing in faith, we shall receive it as God has promised.
The continued communication of the Holy Spirit to the church is represented by the prophet Zechariah under another figure, which contains a wonderful lesson of encouragement for us. The prophet says: “The angel that talked with me came again, and waked me, as a man that is wakened out of his sleep, and said unto me, What seest thou? And I said, I have looked, and behold a candlestick all of gold, with a bowl upon the top of it, and his seven lamps thereon, and seven pipes to the seven lamps, which are upon the top thereof: and two olive trees by it, one upon the right side of the bowl, and the other upon the left side thereof. So I answered and spake to the angel that talked with me, saying, What are these, my lord?… Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This [page 510] is the word of the Lord unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.… And I answered again, and said unto him, What be these two olive branches which through the two golden pipes empty the golden oil out of themselves?… Then said he, These are the two anointed ones, that stand by the Lord of the whole earth.”
From the two olive trees, the golden oil was emptied through golden pipes into the bowl of the candlestick and thence into the golden lamps that gave light to the sanctuary. So from the holy ones that stand in God’s presence, His Spirit is imparted to human instrumentalities that are consecrated to His service. The mission of the two anointed ones is to communicate light and power to God’s people. It is to receive blessing for us that they stand in God’s presence. As the olive trees empty themselves into the golden pipes, so the heavenly messengers seek to communicate all that they receive from God. The whole heavenly treasure awaits our demand and reception; and as we receive the blessing, we in our turn are to impart it. Thus it is that the holy lamps are fed, and the church becomes a light bearer in the world.
This is the work that the Lord would have every soul prepared to do at this time, when the four angels are holding the four winds, that they shall not blow until the servants of God are sealed in their foreheads. There is no time now for self-pleasing. The lamps of the soul must be trimmed. They must be supplied with the oil of grace. Every precaution must be taken to prevent spiritual declension, lest the great day of the Lord overtake us as a thief in the night. Every witness for God is now to work intelligently in the lines which [page 511] God has appointed. We should daily obtain a deep and living experience in the work of perfecting Christian character. We should daily receive the holy oil, that we may impart to others. All may be light bearers to the world if they will. We are to sink self out of sight in Jesus. We are to receive the word of the Lord in counsel and instruction, and gladly communicate it. There is now need of much prayer. Christ commands, “Pray without ceasing;” that is, keep the mind uplifted to God, the source of all power and efficiency.
We may have long followed the narrow path, but it is not safe to take this as proof that we shall follow it to the end. If we have walked with God in fellowship of the Spirit, it is because we have sought Him daily by faith. From the two olive trees the golden oil flowing through the golden pipes has been communicated to us. But those who do not cultivate the spirit and habit of prayer cannot expect to receive the golden oil of goodness, patience, long-suffering, gentleness, love.
Everyone is to keep himself separate from the world, which is full of iniquity. We are not to walk with God for a time, and then part from His company and walk in the sparks of our own kindling. There must be a firm continuance, a perseverance in acts of faith. We are to praise God; to show forth His glory in a righteous character. No one of us will gain the victory without persevering, untiring effort, proportionate to the value of the object which we seek, even eternal life.
The dispensation in which we are now living is to be, to those that ask, the dispensation of the Holy Spirit. Ask for His blessing. It is time we were more intense in our devotion. To us is committed the arduous, but happy, glorious work of revealing Christ to those who are in darkness. We are called to proclaim the special [page 512] truths for this time. For all this the outpouring of the Spirit is essential. We should pray for it. The Lord expects us to ask Him. We have not been wholehearted in this work.
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Applying Divine Counsel
Revealing the Fruits of the Spirit
As we seek the infilling of the Holy Spirit and open our hearts to receive the heavenly Guest, He will make a dramatic difference in our lives. The reception of the Holy Spirit produces the fruits of the Spirit. If the fruits of the Spirit are not manifested in our daily interactions with one another, there is no genuine evidence that we are filled with the Spirit. When the Holy Spirit is poured out, He makes a difference in how we think, live, and relate to others. In this lesson we will study how the Holy Spirit works to transform our characters and produce the fruits of the Spirit in our lives.
1. The fruits of the Holy Spirit are listed in Galatians 5:22,23. Read each of the fruits of the Spirit listed below and write a one-sentence definition or description of that particular fruit of the Spirit. What do these fruits mean to you?

A. Love _____________________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________

B. Joy ______________________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________

C. Peace ____________________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________

D. Long-suffering _____________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________

E. Kindness __________________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________
F. Goodness __________________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________

G. Faithfulness ________________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________

H. Gentleness _________________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________

I. Self-control _________________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________
2. Which three of these spiritual fruits do you regularly manifest in your life? 

A. __________________________________________________________________

B. __________________________________________________________________

C. __________________________________________________________________

3. Which three of these spiritual fruits would you like to manifest more?

1. __________________________________________________________________

2. __________________________________________________________________

3. __________________________________________________________________

4. What three specific attitudes will the Holy Spirit “work within us” as we pray for the
latter rain?(See Testimonies to Ministers, page 509.)

As we seek God, the Holy Spirit will work in us:

A. __________________________________________________________________

B. __________________________________________________________________

C. __________________________________________________________________

5. “Christ commands, Pray without ceasing;’ that is, to keep the mind uplifted to God,
the source of all power and efficiency”(Testimonies to Ministers, p. 511). What is the
result of a careless, complacent attitude toward seeking God in prayer? (See Testimonies to Ministers, page 511.)

“Those who do not cultivate the spirit and habit of prayer... 
 ____________________________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________
”
The Holy Spirit, the Third Person of the Godhead, is Heaven's life-transforming Agent. He alone can provide us with the spiritual power to make a difference in our lives. Deeply entrenched habit patterns can be transformed only by the Holy Spirit. Sins deeply embedded in our characters can be overcome only by the power of the Holy Spirit. Self-centered dispositional traits and attitudes can be changed only by the Holy Spirit.
Allowing the Holy Spirit to powerfully reveal Jesus’ love and grace through their lives is the priority of all Christians. Jesus summarizes it this way:“Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you” (Matthew 6:33). As we seek God alone in prayer, the Holy Spirit will enter our hearts and change our lives.
• “There is now need of much prayer” (Testimonies to Ministers, p.511).
• “A revival need be expected only in answer to prayer” (Selected Messages, bk.1, p.121).
Will you open your heart to God and plead for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit today? Will you ask Him to reveal the fruits of the Spirit in your life?
Are you willing to surrender everything not in harmony with His will?
Why not pray this prayer today:
Dear Lord,
I humbly acknowledge that I do not always reveal the fruits of the 
Spirit in my Life. At times I am not patient, kind, and gentle. Sometimes
I do not exhibit the grace of self-control. Today, I sincerely repent of my
lack. I confess my sins and open my beart to You. I believe You can do
more for me through Your Holy Spirit than I can ever do myself I give
You permission right now to transform my life to reveal the fruits of the
Spirit and manifest Your loving character:
In Jesus' name, amen.

