
The Urim and 
Thummim: 

when God speaks





SIGN 
LANGUAGE



CASTING LOTS



And they proposed two: Joseph 
called Barsabas, who was 
surnamed Justus, and Matthias.

Acts 1:23



And they prayed and said, “You, O 
Lord, who know the hearts of all, 
show which of these two You have 
chosen

Acts 1:24



to take part in this ministry and 
apostleship from which Judas by 
transgression fell, that he might go 
to his own place.”

Acts 1:25



And they cast their lots, and the lot 
fell on Matthias. And he was 
numbered with the eleven 
apostles.

Acts 1:26*



Should we play
“Eeny, meeny, miny,moe”
When making spiritual 
decisions?



EENY MEENY MINY MOE



Dutch philologist dr. Jan Naarding calls its 
origin 'a heathen priest song, that begs 
the highest goddess for an oracle while 
divining, an oracle that may decide 
about life and death of a human'. 



The first lines can be translated as 
'foremother of mankind, give me a sign, I 
take the cut off pieces of a branch…”  
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And you shall put in the breastplate of 
judgment the Urim and the Thummim, 

and they shall be over Aaron’s heart 
when he goes in before the LORD. So 
Aaron shall bear the judgment of the 
children of Israel over his heart before 
the LORD continually.

Exodus 28:30*



The Priestly Breastplate



The Priestly Breastplate



Priestly Breastplate:

Sardius topaz  emerald
turquoise sapphire diamond 
jacinth  agate  amethyst 
beryl  onyx  jasper

Priestly Breastplate



New Jerusalem Foundations:

Jasper      sapphire  chalcedony 
emerald     sardonyx Sardius 
chrysolite     beryl   topaz
chrysoprase   jacinth  amethyst

Revelation 21:12, 19-20



Lucifer:

sardius  topaz  diamond
Beryl  onyx  jasper 
sapphire turquoise emerald

Lucifer’s adornment



“So Aaron shall bear the names of 
the sons of Israel on the breastplate 
of judgment over his heart, when 
he goes into the holy place, as a 
memorial before the LORD

continually.

Exodus 28:29*



The Sanctuary

The Holy PlaceThe Most Holy Place

Priest of the Church



Priest of the Household



And you shall put in the breastplate of 
judgment the Urim and the Thummim, 

and they shall be over Aaron’s heart 
when he goes in before the LORD. So 
Aaron shall bear the judgment of the 
children of Israel over his heart before 
the LORD continually.

Exodus 28:30*



What are the Urim
and Thummim?



Urim = Lights
Thummim = Perfections



Urim and Thummim

PERFECT LIGHT



Then Jesus spoke to them again, 
saying, “I am the light of the world. 
He who follows Me shall not walk in 
darkness, but have the light of life.”

John 8:12



As long as I am in the world, I am 
the light of the world.”

John 9:5*



The Urim and Thummim 
were used by the 
Israelites to seek Light, 
Truth, & Answers.



And of Levi he said:
“Let Your Thummim and Your Urim
be with Your holy one, Whom You 
tested at Massah, And with whom 
You contended at the waters of 
Meribah,

Deuteronomy 33:8*



The Urim and 
Thummim were 
entrusted with 

the priests



He shall stand before Eleazar the 
priest, who shall inquire before 
the LORD for him by the judgment of 
the Urim. At his word they shall go 
out, and at his word they shall come 
in, he and all the children of Israel 
with him—all the congregation.”

Numbers 27:21*



Moses’ successor, Joshua, 
was to be led by the High 

Priest, who was led by God 
via the Urim and Thummim.



And when Saul inquired of the LORD, 
the LORD did not answer him, either 
by dreams or by Urim or by the 
prophets.

1 Samuel 28:6*



Sin prevented 
answers from 
God via the Urim 
and Thummim.

WHAT IS APOSTASY?



Let no one deceive you by any means; 
for that Day will not come unless the 
falling away comes first, and the man 
of sin is revealed, the son of perdition,

2 Thessalonians 2:3*



But they have been informed about you 
that you teach all the Jews who are among 
the Gentiles to forsake Moses, saying that 
they ought not to circumcise their children 
nor to walk according to the customs.

Acts 21:21*



David ready 
for Battle



Now David was greatly distressed, 
for the people spoke of stoning him, 
because the soul of all the people 
was grieved, every man for his sons 
and his daughters. But David 
strengthened himself in the LORD his 
God.

1 Samuel 30:6



Then David said to Abiathar the 
priest, Ahimelech’s son, “Please 
bring the ephod here to me.” And 
Abiathar brought the ephod to 
David.

1 Samuel 30:7



So David inquired of the LORD, 
saying, “Shall I pursue this troop? 
Shall I overtake them?”
And He answered him, “Pursue, for 
you shall surely overtake them and 
without fail recover all.”

1 Samuel 30:8*



The Urim and Thummim 
after the Babylonian 

captivity?



And the governor said to them that 
they should not eat of the most 
holy things till a priest could consult 
with the Urim and Thummim.

Ezra 2:63*



So, where does 
this leave us 

today?  How can 
we find direction 

from God?





Psalm 119:105



E.G.W. – Signs of the Times, Aug. 10, 1882

The Lord would have His people, 
under all circumstances, 
manifest implicit trust in Him. 
Although we cannot always 
understand the workings of His 
providence, we should wait with 
patience and humility until He 
sees fit to enlighten us.
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