
The Systematic Deconstruction 
of the Temple



T H E  I N T E R N AT I O N A L  S PA C E  
S TAT I O N





THE ARCHITECTURE OF DEVOTION



Key Facts & Bible References:

• DAVID originally wanted to build the temple.
• WORKFORCE: 180,000 men worked to build the 

temple.
• JOINT EFFORT: Solomon worked with the King of Tyre to 

provide cedar and cypress from Lebanon, including 
cutters.
• GOLD: The entire interior was overlaid with pure gold.
• PERFECT TIMING: It took 7 years to complete, 

beginning in the 4th year of Solomon’s reign.



And the temple, when it was being built, was 
built with stone finished at the quarry, so that 

no hammer or chisel or any iron tool was heard 
in the temple while it was being built.

1 Kings 6:7



2 Chronicles 5:13-14



No glory without the quarry.



…Your eyes may be open toward this temple 
night and day, toward the place of which You 
said, ‘My name shall be there,’ that You may 

hear the prayer which Your servant 
makes toward this place.

1 Kings 8: 29



CRACKS IN THE FOUNDATION



The Compromise 
of the Heart: 



The Divided 
Kingdom: 



The Formalism 
Trap: 



P RO P H E T I C  WA R N I N G
Ritual without righteousness is a 

death sentence.



1: The Deception of “The 
Temple of the Lord”

Jeremiah 7



Do not trust in these lying words, saying, 
‘The temple of the LORD, the temple of 

the LORD, the temple of the LORD are these.’

Jeremiah 7:4



The “Den of Thieves”



Will you steal, murder, commit adultery, 
swear falsely, burn incense to Baal, 

and walk after other gods whom you do not 
know,

Jeremiah 7:9



and then come and stand before Me in this 
house which is called by My name, and say, 

‘We are delivered to do all these 
abominations’?

Jeremiah 7:10



Has this house, which is called by My 
name, become a den of thieves in your 

eyes? Behold, I, even I, have seen it,” says 
the LORD.

Jeremiah 7:11





The Warning of Shiloh
Jeremiah 7:12-15



2: The Secret 
Chambers of 
Abomination
Ezekiel 8



The Image of 
Jealousy: 



Then He said to me, “Son of man, lift your 
eyes now toward the north.” So I lifted my 
eyes toward the north, and there, north of 

the altar gate, was this image of jealousy in 
the entrance.

Ezekiel 8:5



The Hidden Leaders:

•God showed Ezekiel seventy elders of Israel in 
a dark room, burning incense to "creeping 
things" and "beastly idols" engraved on the 
walls (Ezekiel 8:10-12). 



So I went in and saw, and there—every sort 
of creeping thing, abominable beasts, and 

all the idols of the house of 
Israel, portrayed all around on the walls.

Ezekiel 8:10



And there stood before them seventy men 
of the elders of the house of Israel, and in 

their midst stood Jaazaniah the son of 
Shaphan. Each man had a censer in his 

hand, and a thick cloud of incense went up.

Ezekiel 8:11



Then He said to me, “Son of man, have you 
seen what the elders of the house of Israel 
do in the dark, every man in the room of his 
idols? For they say, ‘The LORD does not see 

us, the LORD has forsaken the land.’ ”

Ezekiel 8:12



The Hidden Leaders:
• They thought they were hidden, saying, "The Lord does not 

see us." 

•The Desecrated Worship: He saw women weeping for the 
false god Tammuz and priests with their backs to the Temple, 
bowing toward the rising sun in the East. 

•The very people called to protect the Temple were the ones 
systematically dismantling its sanctity.



3. The Reluctant Departure
• Ezekiel 10-11
• Perhaps the most 

tragic moment in the 
Bible is the slow, 
agonizing departure of 
God’s presence.



The Moving Glory: 



Then the glory of the LORD went up from the 
cherub, and paused over the threshold of 
the temple; and the house was filled with 

the cloud, and the court was full of the 
brightness of the LORD’s glory.

Ezekiel 10:41



Then the glory of the LORD departed from 
the threshold of the temple and stood over 

the cherubim.

Ezekiel 10:182



And the cherubim lifted their wings and 
mounted up from the earth in my sight. 

When they went out, the 
wheels were beside them; and they stood 
at the door of the east gate of the LORD’s 

house, and the glory of the God of 
Israel was above them.

Ezekiel 10:193



And the glory of the LORD went up from the 
midst of the city and stood on the 

mountain, which is on the east side of the 
city.

Ezekiel 11:234



The Lingering 
God: 



The Prophetic 
Truth: 



Return:

•In Ezekiel 43:1-5, Ezekiel sees the glory of 
God return through the same, now shut, 
eastern gate (Ezekiel 44:1-2), signifying 
future restoration.



THE STRIPPING OF THE GOLD



The Plundering: 



It happened in the fifth year of King 
Rehoboam that Shishak king of Egypt came 

up against Jerusalem.

1 Kings 14:25



And he took away the treasures of the 
house of the LORD and the treasures of the 
king’s house; he took away everything. He 
also took away all the gold shields which 

Solomon had made.

1 Kings 14:26



The Desecration: 



The Final Collapse: 

•By 586 BC, Nebuchadnezzar didn’t have to do 
much spiritual work; the Temple was already 
dead. 

•The Babylonians simply finished the job, 
breaking down the walls and burning the 
cedar to the ground.





THE TEMPLE BEYOND THE STONE



The Mobile God: 



The Warning for Us: 



The Hope of 
the New: 



Jesus answered and said to them, 
“Destroy this temple, and in three days I 

will raise it up.”

1 Kings 14:26



TO BE CONTINUED



The Systematic Deconstruction 
of the Temple
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