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1940 - San Bernadino, CA
First Big Mac, Uniontown, PA.
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1849 San Franmsco, CA |
1882 — Chmese exclusmn act.
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1946 - Buckaroo Buffet: Las Vegas
Swedish smorgasbord goes back to the 16™ century
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1905 Nlckelodeon, Plttsburgh
1907 — Cascade Theatre, New Castle
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CULTU RAL IMPACT




Galatians 3:28

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is
neither slave nor free, there is neither male
nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.
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F: Joseph, a man of
1§ U different customs
" and beliefs.

He is in a place with different food, different
music, different fashion, different holidays,
different worship...



Genesis 39:7-12

The story of Joseph, culture, and Potiphar’s
wife.




CULTURAL CONTEXT:

Potiphar’s Egypt
VS
Joseph’s Hebrew

Heritage

* Ty
Not just a story of resisting temptation, but a lesson in
maintaining integrity and faithfulness even when culture

operates on a different framework.



Polygamy and
Concubinage
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‘; *While monogamy was the norm in Egypt, polygamy and concubinage was common among the elite.
*A wife of a high official may have had more freedom than is often assumed.
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Religious Differences
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SUERATIN W A A YA E D WE]SE R mETaEy
*Egyptians worshipped a pantheon of gods.
| *Moral code tied to Ma’at (balance and order) but not the same as covenantal relationship with God. =
'*'* *Egyptian gods did not demand the same personal, moral purity as that of Joseph’s God.
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Power Dynamics

& perspective

*Potiphar’s wife is powerful while Joseph, a slave, is not.
*Her desire was seen as a right and Joseph’s refusal was an insubordinate, disrespectful action.




Hebrew Culture

(Joseph’s Perspective)
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relationship with God.

Joseph

Sin




Genesis 39:9

There is no one greater in this house than |,
nor has he kept back anything from me but
vou, because you are his wife. How then can |
do this great wickedness, and sin against
G_Od?”




Covenant and Trust

*The relationship between a master and a servant was one of trust to Joseph.

*The concept of trust is a hallmark of the covenant between God and His people.
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Hebrew tradition placed a hlgh value on purlty
W|th|n the bounds of | marrlage
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The Word of God
transcends culture

B . 0 9
Either God is God OR culture is God



‘When in Rome, do
‘as the Romans do.

L
AN

Ambrose

& quotefancy




Joseph's Response:
A Lesson in Cultural
Integrity:




Genesis 39:10

So it was, as she spoke to Joseph day by day,
that he did not heed her, to lie with her or to

be with her.




Joseph did not appeal to
Egyptian social norms.



The Core Tension of the Story

* Joseph's reaction is one of firm
rejection.

* Why? It's more than a simple

NO.

 It's a "no" rooted in his
understanding of God, honor,
and loyalty—principles that
were foreign to the Egyptian
culture he was immersed in.




He recognized
sin is an offense

to against God,
not just the
social offense.
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James 4:./

Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and
he will flee from you.




Romans 14:13

Therefore let us not judge one

another anymore, but rather resolve

this, not to put a stumbling block or a cause
to fall in our brother’s way.
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The Folopa people
of Papua New
Guinea



Luke 11:11

If a son asks for bread from any father among
vou, will he give him a stone? Or if he asks for

a fish, will he give him a serpent instead of a
fish?




Okinotorishima (Jp.)
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*Gilbertese language has no word for mountain.
*Some tropical regions (Amazon basin &
Thailand) have no word for snow.
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Nellelal ks

“Come now, and let us reason together,”
Says the LorD, “Though your sins are like scarlet,
They shall be as white as snow;
Though they are red like crimson,
They shall be as wool.
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Christians are living as “foreigners” in a world
with different values.







Genesis 39:9

There is no one greater in this house than |,
nor has he kept back anything from me but
you, because you are his wife. How then can |

do this great wickedness, and sin against
God?”
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The ultimate
culture shock
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Imagine a place where, we, from all background, traditions, and
cultures are there with Jesus in heaven, where culture does not count.
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