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Key Discussion Points
· Central Question Explored: Whether one can live successfully without God
· Examined various aspects of Christian behavior that non-believers can also practice
· Discussed the difference between outward compliance and inner transformation
· Biblical References and Analysis:
· Matthew 16:24 regarding self-denial
· Matthew 19:7 about keeping commandments
· Romans 12:18 on living in peace
· Romans 8:4 on walking according to the Spirit
· Apostle Paul's Example:
· His background as a Pharisee with strict law observance
· His transformation and shift from self-righteousness to faith-based righteousness
· Emphasis on Christ working through believers rather than personal achievement
Core Message Delivered
The speaker emphasized that while atheists can exhibit moral behavior and follow many Christian principles outwardly, true Christian living requires inner transformation through Christ. The distinction was made between behavior motivated by self-discipline versus behavior that flows from spiritual transformation.
Meeting Conclusion
The session concluded with a prayer and transition to a foot washing ceremony



English Transcript
Another provocative question. You know it's going to be a trick question. Can you live successfully without God? Hmm. Some of you are not going to answer because... Let's look at it for a minute, okay? You're right, we can't live successfully in the true sense of being a success.

Well, what does God want for us? The first thing God wants for us in Matthew chapter 16 verse 24. Therefore, and I see I'm going to be too far away from here to read this. Therefore, Jesus said to his disciples, if anyone desires to come after me, let him deny himself. So the Christian life is one of denying of self. Can atheists deny himself? You know who some of the most disciplined people in the world are? It's those people that you watch on television during the Olympics. Talk about discipline. And yet, are they all Christians? Can you live a disciplined life without God? At least outwardly, yes.

Here's another one. Matthew chapter nineteen verse seven and he said unto them, if you want to enter into life, keep my commandments. Can an atheist keep the commandments of God? Can an atheist not steal? Can an atheist not commit adultery? Can atheists take a day of the week off to enjoy some rest? An atheist can keep God's commandments outwardly.

How about this one? Therefore, whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. A healthy lifestyle honors God. Can atheists live a healthy lifestyle? You know some of the greatest vegans today are not Christians. They're the antithesis of a Christian.

How about this one? Romans chapter 12 verse 18, Do all that you can to live in peace with everyone. Can atheists attempt to live at peace with everyone? Some atheists go around with a lot of peace as far as their slogans go.

Lastly, you shall love your neighbor as yourself. Can the atheist love his neighbor as himself? Can the atheist give his life for his neighbor? Many have.

If you put that all together, the question comes then to you and to me, okay? Can you live a, quote, Christian life without acknowledging God at all? You can do all the outward things. but you can't be changed in your heart, can you? Here's an important distinction. Behavior is not always an indication of whether you have Christianity and Christ in your heart and life. Because behavior can come from other reasons than the right reason.

That then leads to even a greater question. It's the question that I need and you need to ask yourself and myself, am I living this quote Christian life as an atheist does? With a few trappings of Jesus kind of smeared across it or I had to make it look like it's religious. Or am I living a truly Christ-filled life? If the atheist can live a false then Christian life but it looks good, can we live a false Christian life as a Christian and it looks good? I would suggest to you yes.

Again I've said it before I will say it again. The end result is not just obeying God's law but having the Lord inside your heart that produces the obedience to God. If you focus just on doing the doing you can do the doing but it's much more deeper than just the doing. It's the being that leads to the doing. I think Apostle Paul referenced this here in Romans chapter 8 verse 4. That the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. Here's the two ways. You can walk according to the flesh and still live a very moral, nice, good-looking life. But that moral, nice, good-looking life is not the life that will save you.

The life alone that will save you is if you have been the Lord Jesus Christ inside, and walk according to the Spirit. It's the Spirit that gives life, that makes obedience, that acceptable to God. Apostle Paul, before we look at the Apostle Paul. Notice again what he says there in Romans chapter 3 verse 27. We read it in our scripture reading this morning. Where is then boasting then? It is excluded by what law of work? No, but by the law of faith. Now what is Paul saying? Paul saying there's a way to live that makes you boastful. But that's not the way that God wants and can then do with work with you. You can have discipline and look back and boast because you have done it, as those great Olympians can do. But that isn't the kind of obedience then, the kind of discipline that God then is looking for. God is looking for something different. Maybe I can use the example of praise the Lord. I can say praise the Lord, I have done all these things. I have obtained victory after victory. I am righteous then. I have done these things, praise the Lord. What's wrong with that? I'm praising the Lord. But notice what you're saying. You're saying I have done it. That's the way of the flesh. I can do it. I can live discipline. I can then live in accordance with the commandments of God. I can do that. There are principles that God has given that allow me to do that even without acknowledging God at all. But rather we need to say praise the Lord. God has done these things in me. It is Him that has done it in me. And therefore there is no room to boast because any boasting should go to God. He has done it in me. Paul, I am then Pharisee. I chose a background that I can't see very well on the slide there. I am then a real hero if there ever was one.

Paul said, the King James Version said, Hebrew of Hebrews. I was a member of the Pharisees who demanded the strictest obedience to then the law. I was so zealous, Jewish law, I was so zealous that, help me with the words. Thank you, thank you, and as for righteousness, I obey the law without fault. What did Paul say about his life? He lived a perfect life, but it wasn't the perfect life that God was looking for. You can live a perfect life, but it's not what God wants. If it leads to boasting of yourself.

Rather, Paul would say then, I once thought, and maybe read it out loud with me, OK? My eyesight's getting bad.

didn't mean for that. But now I have considered him worthless because of what Christ has done. Yes, everything else is worthless when compared with the intimate values of what Christ Jesus modeled.

Notice, he turned away from the good things he had done in his life to then focus on Christ and his life. And then he did the good things, but now it was God working in him, and there was no room for boasting.

He rather, in humbleness, recognized that he was by faith in what Jesus was doing on the cross and what Jesus then did in his life, that that was the way he was gaining the righteousness of God. And again, it goes on. Let's have someone read that for me, a bit of good strong voice. Brother Willy, you want to read that?

counting it all as garbage, so that I could gain Christ and become one with Him. I no longer count on my own righteousness through the obeying the law.

Notice, there is an obedience by obeying the law. But that's not what God is, look, that's not the obedience God can accept.

The only obedience that God can accept is the obedience that comes as we come to Christ. And His law is written in our hearts by the power of the Holy Spirit, and now it's the Spirit that leads and guides and directs us. And now we keep the law because it is Him in our hearts doing it through us. And finally, as He then wraps it up, talking then about, I no longer count my own righteousness through obeying the law. But continue reading there, if you could there, will you?

Rather, I become righteous through faith in Christ, for God's way of making us right with Himself begins on faith. I want to know Christ and experience the mighty power.

So there you have it. It's the power of God, the resurrected Lord, that power in our lives that can only then bring to us the experience of obedience that is acceptable to God. Paul says, I've lived the old way of looking to myself for then that righteousness. But that way doesn't work. That doesn't give me the kind of righteousness God needs for me to get to heaven.

The kind of righteousness that needs for me to be able to get to heaven is the righteousness that I turn away from them, these self-boasting ways of obedience, to look to Christ and let him then, as I open my life up to him, write his law in my heart and in my mind. And by that means then, my life of obedience is his life being worked out in me, and now it is his credit, not my credit. The question then, can you live successfully without God? In the world's eyes it might be success because outwardly it looks good. But in God's sight, the only way that you're going to live successfully, the only way the obedience, the outward acts that come, the only way that it then is appropriate is if I first have drunk at the well of water, that I first have received Christ into my life, is the first that he is transforming me is I'm looking to him rather to myself to bring me then, that obedience to him.

It's only through him. Let's pray. Father in heaven, I pray that we don't trust the righteousness that is not the righteousness of God in our lives, but teach us to trust the righteousness which is by faith, the righteousness that comes from God, from Christ, that as we open our lives, we give you that permission, we ask for it Lord, we come to you because we need it, we understand our need right then your law in our minds, in our hearts, so that we truly can then obey, because Christ is living out his life in us, for we pray it then in Jesus name, amen. 

