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Authentic Christian Ministry
Lesson 10 August 29 — September 4, 2026

Texts are from the ASV unless otherwise noted.

Memory Text: "We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to
despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying in the
body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies"

(2 Corinthians 4:8-10, ESV).

Sabbath

2 Corinthians 2:12-17 12Now when | came to Troas for the gospel of Christ, and when a door was
opened unto me in the Lord, 131 had no relief for my spirit, because | found not Titus my brother: but
taking my leave of them, | went forth into Macedonia.

14But thanks be unto God, who always leadeth us in triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest through
us the savor of his knowledge in every place. 15For we are a sweet savor of Christ unto God, in them
that are saved, and in them that perish; 16to the one a savor from death unto death; to the other a
savor from life unto life. And who is sufficient for these things? 17For we are not as the many,
corrupting the word of God: but as of sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of God, speak we in Christ.

Sunday Fruits of an Authentic Ministry

2 Corinthians 3:1-17 1Are we beginning again to commend ourselves? or need we, as do some,
epistles of commendation to you or from you? 2Ye are our epistle, written in our hearts, known and
read of all men; 3being made manifest that ye are an epistle of Christ, ministered by us, written not
with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; not in tables of stone, but in tables that are hearts of
flesh. 4And such confidence have we through Christ to God-ward: 5not that we are sufficient of
ourselves, to account anything as from ourselves; but our sufficiency is from God; 6who also made us
sufficient as ministers of a new covenant; not of the letter, but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the
spirit giveth life. 7But if the ministration of death, written, and engraven on stones, came with glory, so
that the children of Israel could not look stedfastly upon the face of Moses for the glory of his face;
which glory was passing away: 8how shall not rather the ministration of the spirit be with glory? 9For
if the ministration of condemnation hath glory, much rather doth the ministration of righteousness
exceed in glory. 10For verily that which hath been made glorious hath not been made glorious in this
respect, by reason of the glory that surpasseth. 11For if that which passeth away was with glory,
much more that which remaineth is in glory.

12Having therefore such a hope, we use great boldness of speech, 13and are not as Moses, who put
a veil upon his face, that the children of Israel should not look stedfastly on the end of that which was
passing away: 14but their minds were hardened: for until this very day at the reading of the old
covenant the same veil remaineth, it not being revealed to them that it is done away in Christ. 15But
unto this day, whensoever Moses is read, a veil lieth upon their heart. 16But whensoever it shall turn
to the Lord, the veil is taken away. 17Now the Lord is the Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is,
there is liberty. 18But we all, with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are
transformed into the same image from glory to glory, even as from the Lord the Spirit.
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2 Corinthians 4:1-6 Therefore seeing we have this ministry, even as we obtained mercy, we faint
not: 2but we have renounced the hidden things of shame, not walking in craftiness, nor handling the
word of God deceitfully; but by the manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man’s
conscience in the sight of God. 3And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled in them that perish: 4in
whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of the unbelieving, that the light of the gospel of
the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should not dawn upon them. 5For we preach not
ourselves, but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. 6Seeing it is
God, that said, Light shall shine out of darkness, who shined in our hearts, to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

1 Cor 2:2 For | determined not to know anything among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.
Gal 3:8 And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel
beforehand unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all the nations be blessed.

2 Tim 1:9 who saved us, and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according
to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before times eternal,

2 Corinthians 2:14-4:6 14But thanks be unto God, who always leadeth us in triumph in Christ, and
maketh manifest through us the savor of his knowledge in every place. 15For we are a sweet savor of
Christ unto God, in them that are saved, and in them that perish; 16to the one a savor from death
unto death; to the other a savor from life unto life. And who is sufficient for these things? 17For we are
not as the many, corrupting the word of God: but as of sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of God,
speak we in Christ.

3:1Are we beginning again to commend ourselves? or need we, as do some, epistles of
commendation to you or from you? 2Ye are our epistle, written in our hearts, known and read of all
men; 3being made manifest that ye are an epistle of Christ, ministered by us, written not with ink, but
with the Spirit of the living God; not in tables of stone, but in tables that are hearts of flesh. 4And such
confidence have we through Christ to God-ward: 5not that we are sufficient of ourselves, to account
anything as from ourselves; but our sufficiency is from God; 6who also made us sufficient as ministers
of a new covenant; not of the letter, but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life. 7But
if the ministration of death, written, and engraven on stones, came with glory, so that the children of
Israel could not look stedfastly upon the face of Moses for the glory of his face; which glory was
passing away: 8how shall not rather the ministration of the spirit be with glory? 9For if the ministration
of condemnation hath glory, much rather doth the ministration of righteousness exceed in glory. 10For
verily that which hath been made glorious hath not been made glorious in this respect, by reason of
the glory that surpasseth. 11For if that which passeth away was with glory, much more that which
remaineth is in glory.

12Having therefore such a hope, we use great boldness of speech, 13and are not as Moses, who put
a veil upon his face, that the children of Israel should not look stedfastly on the end of that which was
passing away: 14but their minds were hardened: for until this very day at the reading of the old
covenant the same veil remaineth, it not being revealed to them that it is done away in Christ. 15But
unto this day, whensoever Moses is read, a veil lieth upon their heart. 16But whensoever it shall turn
to the Lord, the veil is taken away. 17Now the Lord is the Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is,
there is liberty. 18But we all, with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are
transformed into the same image from glory to glory, even as from the Lord the Spirit.

4:1Therefore seeing we have this ministry, even as we obtained mercy, we faint not: 2but we have
renounced the hidden things of shame, not walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of God
deceitfully; but by the manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man’s conscience in
the sight of God. 3And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled in them that perish: 4in whom the god
of this world hath blinded the minds of the unbelieving, that the light of the gospel of the glory of
Christ, who is the image of God, should not dawn upon them. 5For we preach not ourselves, but
Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake.
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6Seeing it is God, that said, Light shall shine out of darkness, who shined in our hearts, to give the
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

Monday Suffering and Glory

2 Corinthians 4:7-18 7But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the exceeding greatness
of the power may be of God, and not from ourselves; 8we are pressed on every side, yet not
straitened; perplexed, yet not unto despair; 9pursued, yet not forsaken; smitten down, yet not
destroyed; 10always bearing about in the body the dying of Jesus, that the life also of Jesus may be
manifested in our body. 11For we who live are always delivered unto death for Jesus’ sake, that the
life also of Jesus may be manifested in our mortal flesh. 12So then death worketh in us, but life in
you. 13But having the same spirit of faith, according to that which is written, | believed, and therefore
did | speak; we also believe, and therefore also we speak; 14knowing that he that raised up the Lord
Jesus shall raise up us also with Jesus, and shall present us with you. 15For all things are for your
sakes, that the grace, being multiplied through the many, may cause the thanksgiving to abound unto
the glory of God. 16Wherefore we faint not; but though our outward man is decaying, yet our inward
man is renewed day by day. 17For our light affliction, which is for the moment, worketh for us more
and more exceedingly an eternal weight of glory; 18while we look not at the things which are seen,
but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which
are not seen are eternal.

Rev 20:14 And death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death, even the
lake of fire.

Rev 21:4 and he shall wipe away every tear from their eyes; and death shall be no more; neither
shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain, any more: the first things are passed away.

2 Cor 5:1-10 1For we know that if the earthly house of our tabernacle be dissolved, we have a
building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal, in the heavens. 2For verily in this we groan,
longing to be clothed upon with our habitation which is from heaven: 3if so be that being clothed we
shall not be found naked. 4For indeed we that are in this tabernacle do groan, being burdened; not for
that we would be unclothed, but that we would be clothed upon, that what is mortal may be swallowed
up of life. 5SNow he that wrought us for this very thing is God, who gave unto us the earnest of the
Spirit. 6Being therefore always of good courage, and knowing that, whilst we are at home in the body,
we are absent from the Lord 7(for we walk by faith, not by sight); 8we are of good courage, | say, and
are willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be at home with the Lord. 9Wherefore also we
make it our aim, whether at home or absent, to be well-pleasing unto him. 10For we must all be made
manifest before the judgment-seat of Christ; that each one may receive the things done in the body,
according to what he hath done, whether it be good or bad.

1 Cor 15:52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound,
and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.
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Tuesday Christ-focused Ministry of Reconcilliation

2 Cor 5:10 For we must all be made manifest before the judgment-seat of Christ; that each one may
receive the things done in the body, according to what he hath done, whether it be good or bad.

2 Corinthians 5:11-15 11Knowing therefore the fear of the Lord, we persuade men, but we are
made manifest unto God; and | hope that we are made manifest also in your consciences. 12We are
not again commending ourselves unto you, but speak as giving you occasion of glorying on our
behalf, that ye may have wherewith to answer them that glory in appearance, and not in heart. 13For
whether we are beside ourselves, it is unto God; or whether we are of sober mind, it is unto you.
14For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that one died for all, therefore all
died; 15and he died for all, that they that live should no longer live unto themselves, but unto him who
for their sakes died and rose again.

2 Corinthians 5:16-21 16Wherefore we henceforth know no man after the flesh: even though we
have known Christ after the flesh, yet now we know him so no more. 17Wherefore if any man is in
Christ, he is a new creature: the old things are passed away; behold, they are become new. 18But all
things are of God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and gave unto us the ministry of
reconciliation; 19to wit, that God was in Christ reconciling the world unto himself, not reckoning unto
them their trespasses, and having committed unto us the word of reconciliation.

20We are ambassadors therefore on behalf of Christ, as though God were entreating by us: we
beseech you on behalf of Christ, be ye reconciled to God. 21Him who knew no sin he made to be sin
on our behalf; that we might become the righteousness of God in him.

Deut 10:12 And now, Israel, what doth Jehovah thy God require of thee, but to fear Jehovah thy
God, to walk in all his ways, and to love him, and to serve Jehovah thy God with all thy heart and with
all thy soul,

2 Cor 12:9 And he hath said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my power is made perfect in
weakness. Most gladly therefore will | rather glory in my weaknesses, that the power of Christ may
rest upon me.

Gal 6:14 But far be it from me to glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the
world hath been crucified unto me, and | unto the world.

Colossians 1:19-23 19For it was the good pleasure of the Father that in him should all the fulness
dwell; 20and through him to reconcile all things unto himself, having made peace through the blood of
his cross; through him, | say, whether things upon the earth, or things in the heavens. 21And you,
being in time past alienated and enemies in your mind in your evil works, 22yet now hath he
reconciled in the body of his flesh through death, to present you holy and without blemish and
unreproveable before him: 23if so be that ye continue in the faith, grounded and stedfast, and not
moved away from the hope of the gospel which ye heard, which was preached in all creation under
heaven; whereof | Paul was made a minister.

Ephesians 2:13-16 13But now in Christ Jesus ye that once were far off are made nigh in the blood
of Christ. 14For he is our peace, who made both one, and brake down the middle wall of partition,
15having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances;
that he might create in himself of the two one new man, so making peace; 16and might reconcile
them both in one body unto God through the cross, having slain the enmity thereby:
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Wednesday Call to Holiness

2 Corinthians 6:3-10 3giving no occasion of stumbling in anything, that our ministration be not
blamed; 4but in everything commending ourselves, as ministers of God, in much patience, in
afflictions, in necessities, in distresses, 5in stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labors, in
watchings, in fastings; 6in pureness, in knowledge, in longsuffering, in kindness, in the Holy Spirit, in
love unfeigned, 7in the word of truth, in the power of God; by the armor of righteousness on the right
hand and on the left, 8by glory and dishonor, by evil report and good report; as deceivers, and yet
true; 9as unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and behold, we live; as chastened, and not killed;
10as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet
possessing all things.

2 Corinthians 6:11-7:1 110ur mouth is open unto you, O Corinthians, our heart is enlarged. 12Ye
are not straitened in us, but ye are straitened in your own affections. 13Now for a recompense in like
kind (I speak as unto my children), be ye also enlarged.

14Be not unequally yoked with unbelievers: for what fellowship have righteousness and iniquity? or
what communion hath light with darkness? 15And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what
portion hath a believer with an unbeliever? 16And what agreement hath a temple of God with idols?
for we are a temple of the living God; even as God said, | will dwell in them, and walk in them; and |
will be their God, and they shall be my people.

17Wherefore Come ye out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord,

And touch no unclean thing; And | will receive you,

18And will be to you a Father, And ye shall be to me sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.
7:1Having therefore these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all defilement of flesh
and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.

1 Cor 6:11-13 11And such were some of you: but ye were washed, but ye were sanctified, but ye
were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and in the Spirit of our God. 12All things are
lawful for me; but not all things are expedient. All things are lawful for me; but | will not be brought
under the power of any. 13Meats for the belly, and the belly for meats: but God shall bring to nought
both it and them. But the body is not for fornication, but for the Lord; and the Lord for the body:

2 Cor 7:1 Having therefore these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all defilement of
flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.

Thursday Comfort and Joy

2 Cor 7:2 Open your hearts to us: we wronged no man, we corrupted no man, we took advantage of
no man.

2 Cor 7:3 | say it not to condemn you: for | have said before, that ye are in our hearts to die together
and live together.

2 Cor 7:4 Greatis my boldness of speech toward you, great is my glorying on your behalf: | am filled
with comfort, | overflow with joy in all our affliction.

2 Corinthians 7:5-16 5For even when we were come into Macedonia our flesh had no relief, but we
were afflicted on every side; without were fightings, within were fears. 6Nevertheless he that
comforteth the lowly, even God, comforted us by the coming of Titus; 7and not by his coming only, but
also by the comfort wherewith he was comforted in you, while he told us your longing, your mourning,
your zeal for me; so that | rejoiced yet more. 8For though | made you sorry with my epistle, | do not
regret it: though | did regret it (for | see that that epistle made you sorry, though but for a season), 9l
now rejoice, not that ye were made sorry, but that ye were made sorry unto repentance; for ye were
made sorry after a godly sort, that ye might suffer loss by us in nothing. 10For godly sorrow worketh
repentance unto salvation, a repentance which bringeth no regret: but the sorrow of the world worketh
death.
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11For behold, this selfsame thing, that ye were made sorry after a godly sort, what earnest care it
wrought in you, yea what clearing of yourselves, yea what indignation, yea what fear, yea what
longing, yea what zeal, yea what avenging! In everything ye approved yourselves to be pure in the
matter. 12So although | wrote unto you, | wrote not for his cause that did the wrong, nor for his cause
that suffered the wrong, but that your earnest care for us might be made manifest unto you in the
sight of God. 13Therefore we have been comforted: and in our comfort we joyed the more
exceedingly for the joy of Titus, because his spirit hath been refreshed by you all. 14For if in anything
| have gloried to him on your behalf, | was not put to shame; but as we spake all things to you in truth,
so our glorying also which | made before Titus was found to be truth. 15And his affection is more
abundantly toward you, while he remembereth the obedience of you all, how with fear and trembling
ye received him. 16l rejoice that in everything | am of good courage concerning you.

2 Cor 6:11 Our mouth is open unto you, O Corinthians, our heart is enlarged.

2 Cor 1:3-7 3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and
God of all comfort; 4who comforteth us in all our affliction, that we may be able to comfort them that
are in any affliction, through the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God. 5For as the
sufferings of Christ abound unto us, even so our comfort also aboundeth through Christ. 6But
whether we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation; or whether we are comforted, it is for
your comfort, which worketh in the patient enduring of the same sufferings which we also suffer: 7and
our hope for you is stedfast; knowing that, as ye are partakers of the sufferings, so also are ye of the
comfort.

Friday Further Thought

2 Corinthians 7:1 Having therefore these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all
defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.

2 Cor 7:10 For godly sorrow worketh repentance unto salvation, a repentance which bringeth no
regret: but the sorrow of the world worketh death.

2 Cor 4:7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the exceeding greatness of the power
may be of God, and not from ourselves;

2 Cor 5:17 Wherefore if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature: the old things are passed away;
behold, they are become new.

2 Corinthians 6:4-5 4but in everything commending ourselves, as ministers of God, in much
patience, in afflictions, in necessities, in distresses, 5in stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labors,
in watchings, in fastings;

2 Cor 6:6—7 6in pureness, in knowledge, in longsuffering, in kindness, in the Holy Spirit, in love
unfeigned, 7in the word of truth, in the power of God; by the armor of righteousness on the right hand
and on the left,
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