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Sin in the Church
Lesson 4: July 18-24, 2026

(Texts are from American Standard Version (ASV).unless otherwise noted.)

Memory Text: “Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in
you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at a
price. Therefore honor God with your bodies” (1 Corinthians 6:19, 20, NIV).

Sunday Dissonance Between Faith and Practice

1 Corinthians 5:1-13 1ltis actually reported that there is fornication among you, and such
fornication as is not even among the Gentiles, that one of you hath his father’s wife. 2And ye are
puffed up, and did not rather mourn, that he that had done this deed might be taken away from
among you. 3For | verily, being absent in body but present in spirit, have already as though | were
present judged him that hath so wrought this thing, 4in the name of our Lord Jesus, ye being
gathered together, and my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus, 5to deliver such a one unto Satan
for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. 6Your
glorying is not good. Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump? 7Purge out the old
leaven, that ye may be a new lump, even as ye are unleavened. For our passover also hath been
sacrificed, even Christ: 8wherefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven
of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.

91 wrote unto you in my epistle to have no company with fornicators; 10not at all meaning with the
fornicators of this world, or with the covetous and extortioners, or with idolaters; for then must ye
needs go out of the world: 11but as it is, | wrote unto you not to keep company, if any man that is
named a brother be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or an
extortioner; with such a one no, not to eat. 12For what have | to do with judging them that are
without? Do not ye judge them that are within? 13But them that are without God judgeth. Put away
the wicked man from among yourselves.

1 Cor 1:11 For it hath been signified unto me concerning you, my brethren, by them that are of the
household of Chloe, that there are contentions among you.

1 Cor 6:12 All things are lawful for me; but not all things are expedient. All things are lawful for me;
but | will not be brought under the power of any.

Lev 18:7-8 7The nakedness of thy father, even the nakedness of thy mother, shalt thou not
uncover: she is thy mother; thou shalt not uncover her nakedness. 8 The nakedness of thy father’s
wife shalt thou not uncover; it is thy father’s nakedness.

Monday Dealing With Scandals

1 Corinthians 5:1-13 (See Sunday)

2 Cor 2:5-10 5But if any hath caused sorrow, he hath caused sorrow, not to me, but in part (that |
press not too heavily) to you all. 6Sufficient to such a one is this punishment which was inflicted by
the many; 7so that contrariwise ye should rather forgive him and comfort him, lest by any means such
a one should be swallowed up with his overmuch sorrow. 8Wherefore | beseech you to confirm your
love toward him. 9For to this end also did | write, that | might know the proof of you, whether ye are
obedient in all things. 10But to whom ye forgive anything, | forgive also: for what | also have forgiven,
if | have forgiven anything, for your sakes have | forgiven it in the presence of Christ;
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Tuesday Protecting the Church’s Identity

1 Corinthians 6:1-20 1Dare any of you, having a matter against his neighbor, go to law before the
unrighteous, and not before the saints? 20r know ye not that the saints shall judge the world? and if
the world is judged by you, are ye unworthy to judge the smallest matters? 3Know ye not that we
shall judge angels? how much more, things that pertain to this life? 4If then ye have to judge things
pertaining to this life, do ye set them to judge who are of no account in the church? 5l say this to
move you to shame. What, cannot there be found among you one wise man who shall be able to
decide between his brethren, 6but brother goeth to law with brother, and that before unbelievers?
7Nay, already it is altogether a defect in you, that ye have lawsuits one with another. Why not rather
take wrong? why not rather be defrauded? 8Nay, but ye yourselves do wrong, and defraud, and that
your brethren. 90r know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not
deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves
with men, 10nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the
kingdom of God. 11And such were some of you: but ye were washed, but ye were sanctified, but ye
were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and in the Spirit of our God.

12All things are lawful for me; but not all things are expedient. All things are lawful for me; but | will
not be brought under the power of any. 13Meats for the belly, and the belly for meats: but God shall
bring to nought both it and them. But the body is not for fornication, but for the Lord; and the Lord for
the body: 14and God both raised the Lord, and will raise up us through his power. 15Know ye not that
your bodies are members of Christ? shall | then take away the members of Christ, and make them
members of a harlot? God forbid. 160r know ye not that he that is joined to a harlot is one body? for,
The twain, saith he, shall become one flesh. 17But he that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit. 18Flee
fornication. Every sin that a man doeth is without the body; but he that committeth fornication sinneth
against his own body. 190r know ye not that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit which is in you,
which ye have from God? and ye are not your own; 20for ye were bought with a price: glorify God
therefore in your body.

1 Corinthians 5:1 |t is actually reported that there is fornication among you, and such fornication as
is not even among the Gentiles, that one of you hath his father’s wife.

1 Corinthians 5:3, 12-13

3For | verily, being absent in body but present in spirit, have already as though | were present judged
him that hath so wrought this thing,

12For what have | to do with judging them that are without? Do not ye judge them that are within?
13But them that are without God judgeth. Put away the wicked man from among yourselves.

1 Corinthians 5:10-11 10not at all meaning with the fornicators of this world, or with the covetous
and extortioners, or with idolaters; for then must ye needs go out of the world: 11but as it is, | wrote
unto you not to keep company, if any man that is named a brother be a fornicator, or covetous, or an
idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or an extortioner; with such a one no, not to eat.

Romans 13:1-5 1Let every soul be in subjection to the higher powers: for there is no power but of
God; and the powers that be are ordained of God. 2Therefore he that resisteth the power,
withstandeth the ordinance of God: and they that withstand shall receive to themselves judgment.
3For rulers are not a terror to the good work, but to the evil. And wouldest thou have no fear of the
power? do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise from the same: 4for he is a minister of God
to thee for good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for he
is a minister of God, an avenger for wrath to him that doeth evil. 5WWherefore ye must needs be in
subjection, not only because of the wrath, but also for conscience’ sake.

Deuteronomy 22:22-24 22|f a man be found lying with a woman married to a husband, then they
shall both of them die, the man that lay with the woman, and the woman: so shalt thou put away the
evil from Israel.
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23If there be a damsel that is a virgin betrothed unto a husband, and a man find her in the city, and lie
with her; 24then ye shall bring them both out unto the gate of that city, and ye shall stone them to
death with stones; the damsel, because she cried not, being in the city; and the man, because he
hath humbled his neighbor’s wife: so thou shalt put away the evil from the midst of thee.

Wednesday Antidote Against Sexual Immorality

1 Thessalonians 4:1-8 1Finally then, brethren, we beseech and exhort you in the Lord Jesus, that,
as ye received of us how ye ought to walk and to please God, even as ye do walk,—that ye abound
more and more. 2For ye know what charge we gave you through the Lord Jesus. 3For this is the will
of God, even your sanctification, that ye abstain from fornication; 4that each one of you know how to
possess himself of his own vessel in sanctification and honor, 5not in the passion of lust, even as the
Gentiles who know not God; 6that no man transgress, and wrong his brother in the matter: because
the Lord is an avenger in all these things, as also we forewarned you and testified. 7For God called
us not for uncleanness, but in sanctification. 8Therefore he that rejecteth, rejecteth not man, but God,
who giveth his Holy Spirit unto you.

1 Corinthians 6:9-10 90Or know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God?
Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of
themselves with men, 10nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall
inherit the kingdom of God.

1 Cor 6:11 And such were some of you: but ye were washed, but ye were sanctified, but ye were
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and in the Spirit of our God.

1 Corinthians 6:12-20 12All things are lawful for me; but not all things are expedient. All things are
lawful for me; but I will not be brought under the power of any. 13Meats for the belly, and the belly for
meats: but God shall bring to nought both it and them. But the body is not for fornication, but for the
Lord; and the Lord for the body: 14and God both raised the Lord, and will raise up us through his
power. 15Know ye not that your bodies are members of Christ? shall | then take away the members
of Christ, and make them members of a harlot? God forbid. 160r know ye not that he that is joined to
a harlot is one body? for, The twain, saith he, shall become one flesh. 17But he that is joined unto the
Lord is one spirit. 18Flee fornication. Every sin that a man doeth is without the body; but he that
committeth fornication sinneth against his own body. 190r know ye not that your body is a temple of
the Holy Spirit which is in you, which ye have from God? and ye are not your own; 20for ye were
bought with a price: glorify God therefore in your body.

Rom 8:2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus made me free from the law of sin and of death.
Gal 5:13 For ye, brethren, were called for freedom; only use not your freedom for an occasion to the
flesh, but through love be servants one to another.

Rom 6:18, 22

18and being made free from sin, ye became servants of righteousness.

22But now being made free from sin and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto
sanctification, and the end eternal life.

Rom 12:1 | beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service.

Thursday Marriage and Singleness

1 Cor 6:17 But he that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit.

1 Cor 6:18 Flee fornication. Every sin that a man doeth is without the body; but he that committeth
fornication sinneth against his own body.
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1 Corinthians 6:19-20 190r know ye not that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit which is in
you, which ye have from God? and ye are not your own; 20for ye were bought with a price: glorify
God therefore in your body.

1 Cor 7:1-24 1Now concerning the things whereof ye wrote: It is good for a man not to touch a
woman. 2But, because of fornications, let each man have his own wife, and let each woman have her
own husband. 3Let the husband render unto the wife her due: and likewise also the wife unto the
husband. 4The wife hath not power over her own body, but the husband: and likewise also the
husband hath not power over his own body, but the wife. 5Defraud ye not one the other, except it be
by consent for a season, that ye may give yourselves unto prayer, and may be together again, that
Satan tempt you not because of your incontinency. 6But this | say by way of concession, not of
commandment. 7Yet | would that all men were even as | myself. Howbeit each man hath his own gift
from God, one after this manner, and another after that.

8But | say to the unmarried and to widows, It is good for them if they abide even as |. 9But if they
have not continency, let them marry: for it is better to marry than to burn. 10But unto the married |
give charge, yea not |, but the Lord, That the wife depart not from her husband 11(but should she
depart, let her remain unmarried, or else be reconciled to her husband); and that the husband leave
not his wife. 12But to the rest say |, not the Lord: If any brother hath an unbelieving wife, and she is
content to dwell with him, let him not leave her. 13And the woman that hath an unbelieving husband,
and he is content to dwell with her, let her not leave her husband. 14For the unbelieving husband is
sanctified in the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified in the brother: else were your children
unclean; but now are they holy. 15Yet if the unbelieving departeth, let him depart: the brother or the
sister is not under bondage in such cases: but God hath called us in peace. 16For how knowest thou,
O wife, whether thou shalt save thy husband? or how knowest thou, O husband, whether thou shalt
save thy wife? 170nly, as the Lord hath distributed to each man, as God hath called each, so let him
walk. And so ordain | in all the churches. 18Was any man called being circumcised? let him not
become uncircumcised. Hath any been called in uncircumcision? let him not be circumcised.
19Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing; but the keeping of the commandments of
God. 20Let each man abide in that calling wherein he was called. 21Wast thou called being a
bondservant? care not for it: nay, even if thou canst become free, use it rather. 22For he that was
called in the Lord being a bondservant, is the Lord’s freedman: likewise he that was called being free,
is Christ’'s bondservant. 23Ye were bought with a price; become not bondservants of men.
24Brethren, let each man, wherein he was called, therein abide with God.

1 Cor 7:25-40 25Now concerning virgins | have no commandment of the Lord: but | give my
judgment, as one that hath obtained mercy of the Lord to be trustworthy. 261 think therefore that this
is good by reason of the distress that is upon us, namely, that it is good for a man to be as he is.
27Art thou bound unto a wife? seek not to be loosed. Art thou loosed from a wife? seek not a wife.
28But shouldest thou marry, thou hast not sinned; and if a virgin marry, she hath not sinned. Yet such
shall have tribulation in the flesh: and | would spare you. 29But this | say, brethren, the time is
shortened, that henceforth both those that have wives may be as though they had none; 30and those
that weep, as though they wept not; and those that rejoice, as though they rejoiced not; and those
that buy, as though they possessed not; 31and those that use the world, as not using it to the full: for
the fashion of this world passeth away. 32But | would have you to be free from cares. He that is
unmarried is careful for the things of the Lord, how he may please the Lord: 33but he that is married
is careful for the things of the world, how he may please his wife, 34and is divided. So also the
woman that is unmarried and the virgin is careful for the things of the Lord, that she may be holy both
in body and in spirit: but she that is married is careful for the things of the world, how she may please
her husband. 35And this | say for your own profit; not that | may cast a snare upon you, but for that
which is seemly, and that ye may attend upon the Lord without distraction. 36But if any man thinketh
that he behaveth himself unseemly toward his virgin daughter, if she be past the flower of her age,
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and if need so requireth, let him do what he will; he sinneth not; let them marry. 37But he that
standeth stedfast in his heart, having no necessity, but hath power as touching his own will, and hath
determined this in his own heart, to keep his own virgin daughter, shall do well. 38So then both he
that giveth his own virgin daughter in marriage doeth well; and he that giveth her not in marriage shall
do better. 39A wife is bound for so long time as her husband liveth; but if the husband be dead, she is
free to be married to whom she will; only in the Lord. 40But she is happier if she abide as she is, after
my judgment: and | think that | also have the Spirit of God.

1 Tim 4:1-3 1But the Spirit saith expressly, that in later times some shall fall away from the faith,
giving heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of demons, 2through the hypocrisy of men that speak
lies, branded in their own conscience as with a hot iron; 3forbidding to marry, and commanding to
abstain from meats, which God created to be received with thanksgiving by them that believe and
know the truth.

1 Tim 5:14 | desire therefore that the younger widows marry, bear children, rule the household, give
no occasion to the adversary for reviling:

Heb 13:4 Let marriage be had in honor among all, and let the bed be undefiled: for fornicators and
adulterers God will judge.

Gen 39:6-18 6AnNd he left all that he had in Joseph’s hand; and he knew not aught that was with
him, save the bread which he did eat. And Joseph was comely, and well-favored.

7And it came to pass after these things, that his master’s wife cast her eyes upon Joseph; and she
said, Lie with me. 8But he refused, and said unto his master’s wife, Behold, my master knoweth not
what is with me in the house, and he hath put all that he hath into my hand: 9he is not greater in this
house than I; neither hath he kept back anything from me but thee, because thou art his wife: how
then can | do this great wickedness, and sin against God? 10And it came to pass, as she spake to
Joseph day by day, that he hearkened not unto her, to lie by her, or to be with her. 11And it came to
pass about this time, that he went into the house to do his work; and there was none of the men of
the house there within. 12And she caught him by his garment, saying, Lie with me: and he left his
garment in her hand, and fled, and got him out. 13And it came to pass, when she saw that he had left
his garment in her hand, and was fled forth, 14that she called unto the men of her house, and spake
unto them, saying, See, he hath brought in a Hebrew unto us to mock us: he came in unto me to lie
with me, and | cried with a loud voice: 15and it came to pass, when he heard that | lifted up my voice
and cried, that he left his garment by me, and fled, and got him out. 16And she laid up his garment by
her, until his master came home. 17And she spake unto him according to these words, saying, The
Hebrew servant, whom thou hast brought unto us, came in unto me to mock me: 18and it came to
pass, as | lifted up my voice and cried, that he left his garment by me, and fled out.

Gen 41:38 And Pharaoh said unto his servants, Can we find such a one as this, a man in whom the
spirit of God is?

Gen 41:45 And Pharaoh called Joseph’s name Zaphenath-paneah; and he gave him to wife
Asenath, the daughter of Poti-phera priest of On. And Joseph went out over the land of Egypt.

Friday Further Thought

1 Corinthians 5:10-11 10not at all meaning with the fornicators of this world, or with the covetous
and extortioners, or with idolaters; for then must ye needs go out of the world: 11but as it is, | wrote
unto you not to keep company, if any man that is named a brother be a fornicator, or covetous, or an
idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or an extortioner; with such a one no, not to eat.

1 Corinthians 6:9-10 90r know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God?
Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of
themselves with men, 10nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall
inherit the kingdom of God.
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1 Corinthians 10:7 Neither be ye idolaters, as were some of them; as it is written, The people sat
down to eat and drink, and rose up to play.

Exod 32:1-6 1And when the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mount, the
people gathered themselves together unto Aaron, and said unto him, Up, make us gods, which shall
go before us; for as for this Moses, the man that brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we know not
what is become of him. 2And Aaron said unto them, Break off the golden rings, which are in the ears
of your wives, of your sons, and of your daughters, and bring them unto me. 3And all the people
brake off the golden rings which were in their ears, and brought them unto Aaron. 4And he received it
at their hand, and fashioned it with a graving tool, and made it a molten calf: and they said, These are
thy gods, O lIsrael, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. 5And when Aaron saw this, he built
an altar before it; and Aaron made proclamation, and said, To-morrow shall be a feast to Jehovah.
6And they rose up early on the morrow, and offered burnt-offerings, and brought peace-offerings; and
the people sat down to eat and to drink, and rose up to play.

1 Cor 10:8 Neither let us commit fornication, as some of them committed, and fell in one day three
and twenty thousand.

1 Corinthians 5:6

Your glorying is not good. Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump?

1Cor 6:2-3, 9, 15-16, 19

20r know ye not that the saints shall judge the world? and if the world is judged by you, are ye
unworthy to judge the smallest matters? 3Know ye not that we shall judge angels? how much more,
things that pertain to this life?

90r know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither
fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with men,
15Know ye not that your bodies are members of Christ? shall | then take away the members of
Christ, and make them members of a harlot? God forbid. 160r know ye not that he that is joined to a
harlot is one body? for, The twain, saith he, shall become one flesh.

190r know ye not that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit which is in you, which ye have from
God? and ye are not your own;

Gen 1:27-28 27And God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male
and female created he them. 28 And God blessed them: and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and
multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over
the birds of the heavens, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.

Gen 2:18-24 18And Jehovah God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; | will make him
a help meet for him. 19And out of the ground Jehovah God formed every beast of the field, and every
bird of the heavens; and brought them unto the man to see what he would call them: and whatsoever
the man called every living creature, that was the name thereof. 20And the man gave names to all
cattle, and to the birds of the heavens, and to every beast of the field; but for man there was not
found a help meet for him. 21And Jehovah God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he
slept; and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof: 22and the rib, which
Jehovah God had taken from the man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man. 23And the
man said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because
she was taken out of Man. 24Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave
unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.

Heb 13:4 Let marriage be had in honor among all, and let the bed be undefiled: for fornicators and
adulterers God will judge.
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