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The Message of the Cross
Lesson 2:  July 4-10, 2026
The verses listed, except where noted, are in the American Standard Version (ASV). 

Memory Text: "For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but 
to us who are being saved it is the power of God" (1 Corinthians 1:18, NIV).

Sabbath Afternoon 
1 Corinthians 1:18
18For the word of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us who are saved it is the 
power of God.
Eph 2:16, 20
16and might reconcile them both in one body unto God through the cross, having slain the enmity 
thereby: 
20and through him to reconcile all things unto himself, having made peace through the blood of his 
cross; through him, I say, whether things upon the earth, or things in the heavens.
8and being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, yea, 
the death of the cross.
Col 2:14
14having blotted out the bond written in ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us: 
and he hath taken it out of the way, nailing it to the cross;
1 Cor 1:1–3
1Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God, and Sosthenes our brother, 
2unto the church of God which is at Corinth, even them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to 
be saints, with all that call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ in every place, their Lord and ours: 
3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
1 Cor 1:4–9
4I thank my God always concerning you, for the grace of God which was given you in Christ Jesus; 
5that in everything ye were enriched in him, in all utterance and all knowledge; 6even as the 
testimony of Christ was confirmed in you: 7so that ye come behind in no gift; waiting for the revelation 
of our Lord Jesus Christ; 8who shall also confirm you unto the end, that ye be unreproveable in the 
day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful, through whom ye were called into the fellowship of his 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord.
1 Cor 1:10–17
10Now I beseech you, brethren, through the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the 
same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfected together in the same 
mind and in the same judgment. 11For it hath been signified unto me concerning you, my brethren, by 
them that are of the household of Chloe, that there are contentions among you. 12Now this I mean, 
that each one of you saith, I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of Christ. 13Is Christ 
divided? was Paul crucified for you? or were ye baptized into the name of Paul? 14I thank God that I 
baptized none of you, save Crispus and Gaius; 15lest any man should say that ye were baptized into 
my name. 16And I baptized also the household of Stephanas: besides, I know not whether I baptized 
any other. 17For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not in wisdom of words, lest 
the cross of Christ should be made void.
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Sunday   The Gospel of the Cross
1 Cor 2:2
2For I determined not to know anything among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 
1 Corinthians 1:17–31
17For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not in wisdom of words, lest the cross 
of Christ should be made void. 
18For the word of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us who are saved it is the 
power of God. 19For it is written,
I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
And the discernment of the discerning will I bring to nought.
20Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath not God made 
foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For seeing that in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom 
knew not God, it was God’s good pleasure through the foolishness of the preaching to save them that 
believe. 22Seeing that Jews ask for signs, and Greeks seek after wisdom: 23but we preach Christ 
crucified, unto Jews a stumblingblock, and unto Gentiles foolishness; 24but unto them that are called, 
both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God. 25Because the foolishness 
of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is stronger than men.
26For behold your calling, brethren, that not many wise after the flesh, not many mighty, not many 
noble, are called: 27but God chose the foolish things of the world, that he might put to shame them 
that are wise; and God chose the weak things of the world, that he might put to shame the things that 
are strong; 28and the base things of the world, and the things that are despised, did God choose, yea 
and the things that are not, that he might bring to nought the things that are: 29that no flesh should 
glory before God. 30But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who was made unto us wisdom from God, and 
righteousness and sanctification, and redemption: 31that, according as it is written, He that glorieth, 
let him glory in the Lord.

Monday   Foolishness to Those Who Are Perishing
1 Corinthians 1:18–31
18For the word of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us who are saved it is the 
power of God. 19For it is written,
I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
And the discernment of the discerning will I bring to nought.
20Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath not God made 
foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For seeing that in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom 
knew not God, it was God’s good pleasure through the foolishness of the preaching to save them that 
believe. 22Seeing that Jews ask for signs, and Greeks seek after wisdom: 23but we preach Christ 
crucified, unto Jews a stumblingblock, and unto Gentiles foolishness; 24but unto them that are called, 
both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God. 25Because the foolishness 
of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is stronger than men.
26For behold your calling, brethren, that not many wise after the flesh, not many mighty, not many 
noble, are called: 27but God chose the foolish things of the world, that he might put to shame them 
that are wise; and God chose the weak things of the world, that he might put to shame the things that 
are strong; 28and the base things of the world, and the things that are despised, did God choose, yea 
and the things that are not, that he might bring to nought the things that are: 29that no flesh should 
glory before God. 30But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who was made unto us wisdom from God, and 
righteousness and sanctification, and redemption: 31that, according as it is written, He that glorieth, 
let him glory in the Lord.
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1 Cor 2:14
14Now the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him; 
and he cannot know them, because they are spiritually judged.
1 Cor 3:19
19For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. For it is written, He that taketh the wise in 
their craftiness:

Tuesday    Power to Those Who Are Being Saved
1 Cor 1:17
17For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not in wisdom of words, lest the cross 
of Christ should be made void.
1 Corinthians 1:18–19
18For the word of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us who are saved it is the 
power of God. 19For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
And the discernment of the discerning will I bring to nought.
1 Corinthians 1:21
21For seeing that in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom knew not God, it was God’s 
good pleasure through the foolishness of the preaching to save them that believe.
1 Cor 1:30
30But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who was made unto us wisdom from God, and righteousness 
and sanctification, and redemption:
Colossians 1:20
20and through him to reconcile all things unto himself, having made peace through the blood of his 
cross; through him, I say, whether things upon the earth, or things in the heavens.
1 Peter 2:24
24who his own self bare our sins in his body upon the tree, that we, having died unto sins, might live 
unto righteousness; by whose stripes ye were healed.
John 10:10
10The thief cometh not, but that he may steal, and kill, and destroy: I came that they may have life, 
and may have it abundantly.
Isaiah 29:14
14therefore, behold, I will proceed to do a marvellous work among this people, even a marvellous 
work and a wonder; and the wisdom of their wise men shall perish, and the understanding of their 
prudent men shall be hid.
Rom 6:23
23For the wages of sin is death; but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Wednesday    A Messiah Crucified
1 Cor 1:22
22Seeing that Jews ask for signs, and Greeks seek after wisdom:
1 Cor 1:23
23but we preach Christ crucified, unto Jews a stumblingblock, and unto Gentiles foolishness;
Mark 8:31–32
31And he began to teach them, that the Son of man must suffer many things, and be rejected by the 
elders, and the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32And he 
spake the saying openly. And Peter took him, and began to rebuke him.
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Mark 9:30–32
30And they went forth from thence, and passed through Galilee; and he would not that any man 
should know it. 31For he taught his disciples, and said unto them, The Son of man is delivered up into 
the hands of men, and they shall kill him; and when he is killed, after three days he shall rise again. 
32But they understood not the saying, and were afraid to ask him.
Mark 10:32–34
32And they were on the way, going up to Jerusalem; and Jesus was going before them: and they 
were amazed; and they that followed were afraid. And he took again the twelve, and began to tell 
them the things that were to happen unto him, 33saying, Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son 
of man shall be delivered unto the chief priests and the scribes; and they shall condemn him to death, 
and shall deliver him unto the Gentiles: 34and they shall mock him, and shall spit upon him, and shall 
scourge him, and shall kill him; and after three days he shall rise again.
Acts 13:16–47
16And Paul stood up, and beckoning with the hand said,
Men of Israel, and ye that fear God, hearken: 17The God of this people Israel chose our fathers, and 
exalted the people when they sojourned in the land of Egypt, and with a high arm led he them forth 
out of it. 18And for about the time of forty years as a nursing-father bare he them in the wilderness. 
19And when he had destroyed seven nations in the land of Canaan, he gave them their land for an 
inheritance, for about four hundred and fifty years: 20and after these things he gave them judges until 
Samuel the prophet. 21And afterward they asked for a king: and God gave unto them Saul the son of 
Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, for the space of forty years. 22And when he had removed him, 
he raised up David to be their king; to whom also he bare witness and said, I have found David the 
son of Jesse, a man after my heart, who shall do all my will. 23Of this man’s seed hath God 
according to promise brought unto Israel a Saviour, Jesus; 24when John had first preached before his 
coming the baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel. 25And as John was fulfilling his course, 
he said, What suppose ye that I am? I am not he. But behold, there cometh one after me the shoes of 
whose feet I am not worthy to unloose. 26Brethren, children of the stock of Abraham, and those 
among you that fear God, to us is the word of this salvation sent forth. 27For they that dwell in 
Jerusalem, and their rulers, because they knew him not, nor the voices of the prophets which are 
read every sabbath, fulfilled them by condemning him. 28And though they found no cause of death in 
him, yet asked they of Pilate that he should be slain. 29And when they had fulfilled all things that 
were written of him, they took him down from the tree, and laid him in a tomb. 30But God raised him 
from the dead: 31and he was seen for many days of them that came up with him from Galilee to 
Jerusalem, who are now his witnesses unto the people. 32And we bring you good tidings of the 
promise made unto the fathers, 33that God hath fulfilled the same unto our children, in that he raised 
up Jesus; as also it is written in the second psalm, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee. 
34And as concerning that he raised him up from the dead, now no more to return to corruption, he 
hath spoken on this wise, I will give you the holy and sure blessings of David. 35Because he saith 
also in another psalm, Thou wilt not give thy Holy One to see corruption. 36For David, after he had in 
his own generation served the counsel of God, fell asleep, and was laid unto his fathers, and saw 
corruption: 37but he whom God raised up saw no corruption. 38Be it known unto you therefore, 
brethren, that through this man is proclaimed unto you remission of sins: 39and by him every one that 
believeth is justified from all things, from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses. 
40Beware therefore, lest that come upon you which is spoken in the prophets:
41Behold, ye despisers, and wonder, and perish;  For I work a work in your days,
A work which ye shall in no wise believe, if one declare it unto you.
42And as they went out, they besought that these words might be spoken to them the next sabbath. 
43Now when the synagogue broke up, many of the Jews and of the devout proselytes followed Paul 
and Barnabas; who, speaking to them, urged them to continue in the grace of God.
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44And the next sabbath almost the whole city was gathered together to hear the word of God. 45But 
when the Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled with jealousy, and contradicted the things which 
were spoken by Paul, and blasphemed. 46And Paul and Barnabas spake out boldly, and said, It was 
necessary that the word of God should first be spoken to you. Seeing ye thrust it from you, and judge 
yourselves unworthy of eternal life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles. 47For so hath the Lord commanded 
us, saying, I have set thee for a light of the Gentiles,
That thou shouldest be for salvation unto the uttermost part of the earth.
1 Corinthians 2:1–5  1And I, brethren, when I came unto you, came not with excellency of speech or 
of wisdom, proclaiming to you the testimony of God. 2For I determined not to know anything among 
you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 3And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much 
trembling. 4And my speech and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power: 5that your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but 
in the power of God.

Thursday   Christ, the Power and Wisdom of God
1 Cor 1:18  For the word of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us who are saved it 
is the power of God.
1 Corinthians 1:19–20, 30  19For it is written,  I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
And the discernment of the discerning will I bring to nought.
20Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath not God made 
foolish the wisdom of the world?
30But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who was made unto us wisdom from God, and righteousness 
and sanctification, and redemption:
1 Cor 1:21  For seeing that in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom knew not God, it was 
God’s good pleasure through the foolishness of the preaching to save them that believe.
1 Corinthians 1:24–29
24but unto them that are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of 
God. 25Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is stronger than 
men.26For behold your calling, brethren, that not many wise after the flesh, not many mighty, not 
many noble, are called: 27but God chose the foolish things of the world, that he might put to shame 
them that are wise; and God chose the weak things of the world, that he might put to shame the 
things that are strong; 28and the base things of the world, and the things that are despised, did God 
choose, yea and the things that are not, that he might bring to nought the things that are: 29that no 
flesh should glory before God.
Rom 1:16  For I am not ashamed of the gospel: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one 
that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.
2 Tim 3:15  and that from a babe thou hast known the sacred writings which are able to make thee 
wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.

Friday   Further Thought
Matt 26:39  And he went forward a little, and fell on his face, and prayed, saying, My Father, if it be 
possible, let this cup pass away from me: nevertheless, not as I will, but as thou wilt.
1 Cor 1:25  Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is stronger 
than men.
1 Cor 2:14  Now the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness 
unto him; and he cannot know them, because they are spiritually judged.
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