


2025 Idaho Conference Camp Meeting

You are warmly invited to join us for the 2026 Idaho Conference Camp Meeting, June 9—-13, on the beautiful cam-
pus of Gem State Adventist Academy. Our theme this year, “Our Mission. My Commitment.”, reflects our shared
calling to grow in faith, mission, service, and devotion to Jesus Christ. | eagerly look forward to this annual experi-
ence of worship, fellowship, inspiration, instruction, and friendship.

We are thrilled to welcome Dr. Michael Campbell as the speaker for the English-language evening meetings on
Tuesday and Wednesday. Dr. Campbell serves the North American Division of Seventh-day Adventists as Director
of the Archives, Statistics, and Research Department. A respected historian and former professor at Southwestern
Adventist University, he has authored several books on Seventh-day Adventist history. A dynamic and engaging
speaker, Dr. Campbell will lead us to God’s Word as we embrace the person and ministry of our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ.

We are also excited that Elder Mark Finley will serve as the speaker for the English-language meetings from Thurs-
day evening through Sabbath evening, including the Sabbath morning worship service. Well known throughout the
Adventist Church as a gifted evangelist and preacher, Elder Finley will guide us to God’s Word with a focus on Jesus
Christ as revealed in biblical prophecy.

For our Spanish-language Camp Meeting, we are delighted to welcome Elder Rubén Bullén, Associate Ministerial
Director for the lllinois Conference, and Elder Rudy Salazar, Associate Director for Stewardship Ministries at the
North American Division. Both are dynamic speakers who will lead us to the Written Word of God and the Living
Word, Jesus Christ.

In addition to our evening meetings, several engaging daily meetings and seminars will be offered in the En-
glish-language. Dr. Denis Kaiser, professor at the Seventh-day Adventist Theological Seminary at Andrews Univer-
sity, will present a seminar on the Trinity. Dr. Michael Campbell will teach Adventist History 101 and Ellen G. White
101, and Elder Rudy Salazar will present a seminar on biblical stewardship. Dr. Neil Nedley is our health speaker.
We are pleased to offer an Adult Watercolor Painting Class, limited to twelve participants per session, taught by
Julie Gee. Julie holds a BA in Art Education (K—=12) with an emphasis in painting and is a gifted local artist. We will
have a sanctuary exhibit with the Parma Church’s furniture on campus.

The Adventist Book Center (ABC) Auditorium Sale will take place Friday afternoon from 3:15-5:00. The ABC will
mail a list of sale items this spring to those on the conference mailing list who have consented to receive promo-
tional mail and whose address is current in eAdventist.net (please check with your church clerk). Copies will also be
available at the Camp Meeting Information Office. They will also have extended hours at the Pacific Press location.

Our Sabbath afternoon concert will feature Idaho Conference musicians, with a variety of talented individuals and
groups sharing their worship of God through music.

Meetings and activities will also be offered for children and young people of every age.

| love Camp Meeting—it is one of my favorite annual experiences. | look forward to see-
ing you at the 2026 Idaho Conference Camp Meeting, June 9-13, on the campus of Gem
State Adventist Academy.

For updates and information, visit our website at IdahoAdventist.org, follow us on Face-
book @Idahocampmeeting, and on Instagram @ldahoAdventist.

David Prest, Jr.
President
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Guest Bios

Mark Finley and his wife, Ernestine “Teenie,” have teamed up in ministry throughout the
years. Teenie is known worldwide for teaching natural lifestyle cooking. Together they have

been involved in Christian ministry for over 40 years — preaching, teaching and offering spiri-
tual growth workshops. They have conducted over 100 evangelistic series that have spanned
the globe with sermons translated into over 50 languages. Today, Pastor Finley and Teenie
continue their ministry at the Living Hope School of Evangelism Training Center in Haymarket,

Virginia.

Elder Rudy Salazar is the Associate Director for Stewardship Ministries of the North Amer-
ican Division of the Seventh-day Adventist Church. He grew up in Tijuana, Mexico, and
came to the United States when he was 20 years old. Elder Salazar received a bachelor’s
degree from Union College in Lincoln, Nebraska. He also completed Master of Divinity and
Doctorate in Pastoral Ministry degrees from Andrews University in Berrien Springs, Mich.
He has pastored churches in Arizona, California, and Oregon. Elder Salazar also did Trust
and Stewardship work in the Oregon, Texas, and Central California Conferences. He met
his wife, Janet Baden, in Lincoln, Nebraska. They have been married for 40 years and have
two adult children. Pastor Rudy likes cooking, hiking, ping-pong, and likes to play scrabble
and many other table games.

Michael W. Campbell, Ph.D,, is director of the North American
Division department of Archives, Statistics, and Research. He is an
ordained minister who previously spent a decade in higher education
in the Philippines and Texas. He is the co-editor of the Oxford Handbook of Seventh-day
Adventism. He and co-author Edward Martin Allen just completed a book together
entitled A Global History of Seventh-day Adventists, from Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing
Company. He has organized or collaborated on many regular research conferences within
and outside the denomination. Some previous conference topics have focused on wom-
en in Adventist history, Creation care, and most recently, the development of beliefs

and creeds, as well as anti-creedalism in church history. He contributes regularly to the
Sabbath School Rescue Podcast and The Ellen White Podcast. Campbell is an engaging
speaker and storyteller.

Denis Kaiser, a native of Germany, is associate professor of

church history in the Seventh-day Adventist Theological Seminary at Andrews University
in Berrien Springs, Mich. In 2017, he joined the Seminary faculty and received for his doc-
toral dissertation the Doctor of Philosophy Excellence in Research Award from the Semi-
nary. He is fascinated by the interconnectedness of history and theology, particularly as it
relates to the development of views on divine inspiration and the doctrine of God among
Seventh-day Adventists. Besides contributing to academia, he is thoroughly convinced
that academic research should be helpful to the church and shape one’s personal life.

He currently serves as coeditor of the Oxford Handbook of Seventh-day Adventism, sub-
editor of the history of theology and ethics articles for the Encyclopedia of Seventh-day
Adventists, and annotation editor of The Ellen G. White Letters & Manuscripts with Anno-
tations, vol. 2 (1860-1863). Denis is married to Angelika, a language instructor, and they
have one daughter, Zoé.

Neil Nedley, MD, is founder and medical director of the community-based and residential Nedley Depression and
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Anxiety Recovery Programs™ and Optimize Your Brain™. Dr. Nedley is an
award-winning practicing physician who also serves as president of Weimar
University, a higher education college that houses the NEWSTART program.
‘Nedley | He has presented and published numerous scientific studies in the medical/
Clinic scientific literature and is well known as an author,
SR | public speaker, and teacher throughout the world.

Julie Gee has a BA in Art Education for grades K-12,
with an emphasis in painting. She has taught art (drawing, painting, and ceramics) for grades
nine to twelve, and has done Bible work and missionary work. She is currently a stay at home
mom of three little ones. She will be leading a class of Watercolor Painting. Sign ups for the
class will be at the Information Office at camp meeting.

Spanish Language Presenters

Rubén Bulldn is a Christian pastor, leader, communicator, and
author with extensive experience in ministry and in developing programs for spiri-

tual formation, leadership, and personal growth. He currently serves as the director

of Hispanic Ministries for the Illinois Conference, where he coordinates evangelism,
mentoring, and pastoral training programs that impact dozens of communities in the
United States and Latin America. Throughout his career, Pastor Bulldn has combined his
passion for teaching with a practical and compassionate approach to faith. His ministry
is characterized by messages that integrate biblical reflection, emotional growth, and life
purpose, helping people develop a strong and meaningful spirituality. As an author, he has published several works
focused on personal growth, identity, and faith applied to everyday life, including You Don’t Need Miracles, Being
Happy—which has sold over 200,000 copies—and United Hearts. His work aims to support people in processes of
emotional healing, spiritual strengthening, and making conscious decisions.

Married to Leni Bullén, with whom he shares ministry and vision, he is the father of Julia and Laura, and dedicates
his life to inspiring others to grow, serve, and live according to God’s purpose.

Rubén Bulldn es pastor, lider, comunicador y autor cristiano, con una amplia trayectoria en el ministerio y en el de-
sarrollo de proyectos de formacidn espiritual, liderazgo y crecimiento personal. Actualmente se desempefia como
director del Ministerio Hispano de la Conferencia de lllinois, donde coordina programas de evangelismo, mentoria
y capacitacion pastoral que impactan a decenas de comunidades en los Estados Unidos y América Latina. A lo largo
de su carrera, el pastor Bullén ha combinado su pasion por la ensefianza con un enfoque practico y humano de

la fe. Su ministerio se caracteriza por mensajes que integran reflexion biblica, crecimiento emocional y propdsito
de vida, ayudando a las personas a desarrollar una espiritualidad sélida y significativa. Como autor, ha publicado
diversas obras centradas en la superacion personal, la identidad y la fe aplicada a la vida cotidiana, entre ellas

No Necesitas Milagros, Ser Feliz —con mas de 200 mil copias vendidas— y Corazones
Unidos. Su trabajo busca acompafiiar a las personas en procesos de sanidad emocional,
fortalecimiento espiritual y toma de decisiones conscientes. Casado con Leni Bullén, con
qguien comparte ministerio y vision, es padre de Julia y Laura, y dedica su vida a inspirar a
otros a crecer, servir y vivir conforme al propdsito de Dios.

El Pastor Rudy Salazar es el Director Asociado en el Departamento de Mayordomia de la
Division Norteamericana de los Adventistas del Séptimo-dia. El Pastor Salazar nacio en
Baja California, México. El Pastor Rudy se gradud de la escuela preparatoria en el Colegio
del Pacifico en Navojoa, Sonora; recibid una licenciatura en Teologia de Union College

en Lincoln, Nebraska. También tiene una Maestria de Divinidades y un Doctorado en
Ministerio Pastoral de la Universidad de Andrews en Berrien Springs, Michigan. El Pastor
Salazar ha sido pastor de iglesias en Arizona, California, y Oregon. También trabajé en el area de Trust y Mayor-
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2026 Adult Schedule

Time Tue Jun 9 Wed Jun 10 Thur Jun 11 Fri Jun 12 Sab Jun 13

6:30-7:15am Son Rise Prayer Time - GSAA Academy Church Audi

Breakfast 7:30 - 8:15 pre-purchase
7-7:45am Breakfast Breakfast Breakfast meal tickets
8-9am Michael Campbell - Academy Church

9:30 Sabbath School: Main
9-9:15am | Auditorium

9:15 - 10:45 am aiser - Acad Ch/Campbell- Main Aud/R Salazar- Library
10:45am Mark Finley: Main_
10:45-11am Break Break Auditorium
1lam- 12 pm
Lunch 12:30 - 1:15: pre-purchase
12-1pm Lunch Lunch meal tickets
1:30 - 3:00 pm
3:00-3:15 pm
3:15-4:45 pm 3:30 - 5 pm Concert of the
Conference: Main Auditorium
Supper - pre-purchase meal
5:15-6:15 pm Supper Supper tickets
6:00 - 7:00 pm
6:15 - 6:45 pm
7-9pm

Spanish Camp Meeting 7:30 pm

Young Adults 7 -9 pm

Upper Room Vigil - Preparing for
10:00 pm - midnight Rain

domia en Oregon, Texas, y la Conferencia Central de California. El conocié a su esposa, Janet Baden, en Nebraska.
El Pastor Salazar y su esposa, Janet, tienen dos hijos adultos. Al Pastor Rudy le gusta cocinar, escalar, jugar ping-
pong, y jugar otros juegos de mesa.

Hispanic Camp Meeting Theme:

Comprometidos con la Mision
Prayer Ministries at Camp Meeting

The Prayer room will be located in the first office off the gym-side lobby of the Administration building.

There will be Son Rise Early Morning Service 6:30 - 7:15 a.m. in the Academy Church on Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday mornings.

New this year: a Thursday night evening service called “Upper Room Vigil — Preparing for Rain” in the
Academy Church from 10:00 pm to midnight. Those interested in praying for an outpouring of the Latter
Rain over the Camp Meeting weekend are invited to join for this special Prayer Vigil.
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Children and Youth Camp Meeting Schedule

Class Location Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Sabbath
Beginner birth : 9:30am - 12 noon Beginner &

Choir Room :
to age 3 (9:30 - 11 structured program) Kindergarten
Kindergarten Band Room 3-5pm 9:30-11 am
ages 4- 6 only {group and water games) 3:30-5 pm |
Primary Tent 9:30 a.m. — 12 noon i;g;m":
Grades 1-4 Behind South 7-9pm 3-5p.m. 3 _ 5 :m
Ages 7-10 Dorm 7-9p.m. 7-9:30 pm
Juniors South Dorm =i 230 a:;T's_:'i e
Grades 5-6 Chapel il pim

. Upstairs 9:30a.m. =12 noon

Earliteens e ;
Grades 7-8 Administration 7=9pm 3=5pm

Bldg 7-9pm

9:30-11:30 . 9:30-11:30
Roaring

G5 am P am 9:30 am - noon
Youth : 7-9pm 3-5pm pring 3-5pm 3-5pm
HighSchool | Toiaence 7-9pm it 7-9pm 7-9pm

g Chapel P 7-9pm P P

Parents! ail divisions, Beginner through Earliteen, have the same basic schedule. Only changes may
be when groups go off-campus.

Watch the website, www.ldahoAdventist.org and the Camp Meeting Facebook, www.Facebook/idaho-
campmeeting.

Ways to help your child have the best experience at camp meeting programs:

1. The programs are designed for specific age ranges. Your child may be frustrated or bored if he/she
attends a program out of his/her age group. (See schedule for ranges.)

2. If you want to visit with other parents, please go outside to limit the distraction to the children.

3. To avoid distractions for the children, please limit entering/exiting the room when a meeting is in

session.

Division Leaders

Beginner/Babies:

Michelle Lemon

Theme: Big Fun for Little Hearts
A joyful space where little hearts learn about Jesus through play, music, and Bible stories.

This program is designed for babies and toddlers. Guardians must accompany their children.
Join us for a time of learning, joy, and creating cherished memories! We can’t wait to see you there!

Ages birth to 3. Meets in the Choir Room

Kindergarten: Cheryl Niere and Nitza Salazar
Theme: Cactusville
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Kids enjoy fun-filled adventures while learning that they are called by God to live with purpose, called to
be different, faithful, forgiving, serving, and giving.

Ages 4 to 6. Meets in the Band Room.

Primary: Michael Gee, David Ballard, Michael Mirra

Theme: Jasper Canyon

Through Bible stories from the Flood to Elijah, children will learn that nothing can ever separate them
from God’s unchanging love in Christ Jesus.

Ages 7 to 10: Meets in the tent behind the South Dorm. Field trip on Friday 2:30 -5 pm.

Juniors: Chris Evenson, Todd Parker, Daniel Trethewey

Theme: Creation

Dr. Stan Hudson will be presenting. He is one of the hosts of Sink the Beagle, a program looking at the
issues around creationism.

Thursday: Roaring Springs time TBD
Friday: Lake Trip time TBD

Ages 11 to 12. Meets in the South Dorm Chapel

Earliteens: Jason Williams, Abner Aguilar

Theme: Looking for It!

Get ready for a week of discovery, connection, and purpose! At Early Teen Camp Meeting 2026, we'll
dive into what it really means to live a meaningful life. We’ll explore why chasing stuff, status, or success
leaves us empty and how real happiness comes from knowing God. Through exciting activities, meaning-
ful conversations, and Scripture, you’ll discover your true identity and learn how God has a purpose just
for you.

Ages 13 - 14/grades 7 - 8. Meets upstairs in the Administration building. Follow the signs.

Youth: Troy Haagenson, Barry Curtis, Tomm Lemon
Ages 15 - 18/high school. Meets in the Student Residence Chapel.

Sanctuary Tent

The Parma Church is bringing their sanctuary furniture to camp meeting! The tent will be located be-
tween the Administration building and the South Dorm. Guides will be there to walk you through the
sasnctuary, sharing the significance of each piece and why it is important to us today.
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Guidelines for a Safe Camp Meeting

Safety:

seeb! e Speed limit for all parking areas and roads on campus is 5 mph.

5

e Your children should be under the supervision of a responsible adult at all times while on the
academy campus or in the buildings.

* Bicycles, skateboards, scooters, rollerblades, etc. are not allowed on the campus.

. * Trees: please do not climb the trees.

48

¢ No firearms or fireworks are allowed on campus.

| l bl e Please contact the Information office in the event of an injury or medical emergency. If the

emergency is life-threatening, please call 911, then notify the Information office.
¢ All motorhomes, trailers, campers, and tents are restricted to RV and tent sites.

e Park in designated spaces only; please keep all fire lanes clear; handicap designation must be on display
to park in handicap spaces/area.

e Academy and conference personnel will be on campus doing safety checks. If you see something that
isn’t right, please contact the Information office or the designated host of your area.

Courtesy:

¢ Animals: No animals except service dogs are allowed on campus (which includes the RV Park).
A service dog is individually trained to perform a specific task for a disability.
(www.ada.gov/service_animals_2010.htm)

¢ Quiet Time: The cooperation of all campus residents and visitors is requested for quiet time in all
residence areas of the campus between 10:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. daily.

e Sales: all books, other printed materials, audio and video disks will be sold only by those specifically
cleared by Idaho Conference administration.

¢ Please do not distribute literature without receiving approval from Idaho Conference administration.

¢ A ministry, education, or other booth/display must be approved by Idaho Conference administration
prior to camp meeting.

e The use of tobacco, alcohol, drugs of abuse, vaping, e-cigarettes are prohibited in or near any building
on campus. We acknowledge that some who are not members may use tobacco products or vape;
please contact the Information office for a designated area.

e Please honor the Sabbath hours by not moving in or out of a dormitory, or RV area, from sunset Friday
evening through sunset Sabbath evening (Saturday).
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Young Adults

Theme: UNMUTED
It’s noise everywhere, feeds and opinions nonstop, and what really matters gets buried. Everyone has a
platform, yet most people still feel unsure, ungrounded, or disconnected.

UNMUTED creates space to slow down, cut through the chaos, and get honest about what you believe
and where you’re headed.

This week isn’t just talk. It’s where you choose to live your faith out loud and step into God’s mission.
Suit up. Show up. Step up.

Location: Tent in southeast corner of GSAA campus.
SCHEDULE

Real conversations, worship, and faith that shows up beyond the room

uMU

Tuesday - Friday Evenings
06:30 PM - 07:00 PM: supper
07:15 PM —09:00 PM: unmuted circles

Saturday

10:15 AM —11:15 AM: unmuted collective

11:30 AM —12:30 PM: unmuted resolve

03:00 PM — 06:00 PM: life together + supper (at mallard park)
07:15 PM —09:00 PM: unmuted circles

A focused Sabbath gathering about surrender and living your faith unmuted.

Idaho Camp Meeting Family Social

Let’s celebrate another successful and blessed Camp Meeting
year together!

Location: By the Young Adult Tent
Time: Sabbath (Saturday) night
after the last session.

Bring your family and enjoy a

" gl sreat evening together with
e snacks, music, and games. If

wi:!'r'::z bt you'd like to help, join the team

YOUNG ADULT | by texting Nitza Salazar (269)

921-0829.

sATuRDAV HIG“T
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Cafeteria Hours & Prices

The Cafeteria will be open for meals beginning Tuesday evening at 5:15 pm through Sabbath (Saturday)
evening supper. Meal tickets are available for purchase at each meal, except Sabbath. Tickets for Sabbath
meals must be purchased in advance. Children under the age of 12 must be accompanied by an adult.

Hours:
Breakfast Wed — Fri: 7:00-7:45 am
Lunch Wed — Fri: 12:00—-1:00 pm
Supper Tue — Fri: 5:15-6:15 pm
Sabbath Hours: (Note — you must purchase meal tickets for Sabbath by Friday supper.)
Breakfast: 7:30—-8:15am
Lunch: 12:30-1:15pm
Supper: 5:15-6:15 pm
Meals for age 5 and over: $15.00 (unlimited per person)
Meals for ages 4 and under: No Charge (accompanied by paying adult)

Meal tickets are not refundable.
Meal tickets are available for purchase ONLY from the cafeteria.

The cafeteria serves vegetarian meals and is able to accommodate vegan and
gluten-free dietary needs when you alert them to your needs. Also note that
menus may change in order to provide the freshest food.

You may go back for seconds and more! Consider how much you would spend for
a vegetarian meal, including beverage, at a local restaurant. The price of $15.00
helps keep the academy’s costs in line, and you are not expected to tip the staff!
The cost of food has risen, as we have all experienced. Please remember that
the academy is NOT a restaurant and doesn’t have the economies of scale that a chain restaurant or
other establishment has. Thank you for being kind to the staff!

Note: Picture doesn’t reflect the actual menul!

Adventist Book Center

The ABC will not have a store on campus. They will have extended hours during the week of camp meet-
ing at their Pacific Press location, 1350 N Kings Rd, Nampa. They will also hold the ABC Auditorium Sale
on Friday afternoon in the Main Auditorium from 3:15 - 5:00 pm.

Extended hours at ABC: Mon.-Thurs. 9:00 —5:30 Friday 11:00 —4:00

Pastors’ Spouses Camp Meeting Luncheon

Where: Student Residence Chapel
When: Thursday, June 11, at 12:00 p.m.

Come and join us for a meal and a wonderful time of fellowship together.
Please RSVP at the Information Office.
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Idaho Conference Camp Meeting Registration Form

June 9-13, 2026
Name
Address
City State ZipCode
Home Phone Cell Phone
Emergeny Contact Phone
(not at Camp Meeting with you)
Vehicle License Plate # State

Email

Please reserve the days | have checked:
_____Full Camp Meeting (Tuesday, June 9 - Sunday, June 14 (checkout)
__Tuesday __ Wednesday __ Thursday __ Friday ___ Sabbath
Check out is on Sunday if you stay the full time or the weekend.

]! need help with my luggage

Lodging (Check one): Per Night Full Time Amount
___Student Residence $37 $108 S
___South Dorm S35 $100 S
RV-Water/Elec (10 am)* $28 $78 S
Tent Site (no utilities) S11 $33 S

Total Fees S
*Length of RV Deposit Paid S
*# of Slide Outs Balance Due S
*RV License Plate # State

____ I have medical training and am willing to assist if needed.

Page Eleven

Karcher Road (Hwy 55)

Jeniom

RY-B Fariing
E=Portabie Restroom
g R
Mo Parking
Primary BAain <
s Auditorium j R
r E P Thurch
| i i oo P
i bty
[ : vt rukiay _":."
Pragee-Tha s-u-n-m-l-h-ww
lacarRacm e i - A sz oTpER 8 T R I
Hinirry T e - Stweni Lounps in
: Farking Lot Acdrimeratizn Baiding Mk, Pl
e
Farking Farking Farking
Lot Lot
Exit Entrance Entrance
Gem State Adventist Academy 3. Montana Avenue

2026 Camp Meeting Map

Farking Lot

Mail to:

Idaho Conference of
Seventh-day Adventists, Inc.
Camp Meeting

7777 W Fairview Ave

Boise ID 83704

$20 deposit required to reserve
room or space.
Deposit is nonrefundable after
May 22, 2026.

We accept only cash and checks.
Make checks payable to Idaho
Conference.

Balance is due at check-in.
A $5 refundable deposit per key is
payable at check-in.

No Pet Policy

No animals except service dogs
are allowed on campus. Service
dogs must be trained to perform a
specific task for a disability.

For more information, contact:
Jo-Ann Miller
Idaho Conference

208-375-7524 ext 114
Joann.miller@idconf.org
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SOUL FITNESS

BaCk to Kindergarten" Eve Rusk, communication/PGTS director

All'l Really Need to Know I Learned in Kindergarten is the name of a book written by Robert Fulghum, published
in 1986. The basis for the book is that all the really important things are the rules we learned in kindergarten.
Things like being kind, sharing, cleaning up after ourselves are lessons learned that help us throughout our
lives.

How does that impact our spiritual lives? For those who grew up in the Adventist Church, a lot of what we
really needed to know about God we learned in Sabbath School, starting in Beginners and moving up through
Youth. Solomon even said it in Proverbs 22:6, “Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he
will not depart from it.”

Is it really that easy? Did we learn all we need to know
about life in kindergarten? Did we learn all we need
to know about God from Sabbath School? When my
parents were baptized, | was Primary age, so | didn’t
do Cradle Roll (Beginners) and Kindergarten Sabbath
School. We had been Lutherans and when my parents
left that church, we still had Sunday School at home.

In Primary and Juniors, what | remember most was
singing and finding texts in the Bible. Our teacher
would start reading a passage in the Bible, not telling
us where it was found, and the first one to find it and
start reading it got to start the next round. It was a fun
way to learn where stories and other things were in the
Bible. It kept us engaged, made the Bible fun. Through the stories we read, we learned how God wanted us to
live.

Looking at what is happening in the world today, and even in the church, maybe we need to all go back to
kindergarten, in school and in Sabbath School. Maybe we need a refresher on how God wants us to live with
the people around us. The people who, like us, are His children. I’'m not saying that we can make the whole
world kinder, more like what heaven will be like. But we can make the circle around us kinder. And as those in
our circle are affected, they in turn can impact their circle. None of us live in just one circle. We touch so many
other lives!

Something Jesus said in Matthew 18:3 should resonate with us today: “Truly, | say to you, unless you turn and
become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” The disciples had asked, “who was the
greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” What if we became like children? | think becoming like a child is learning
to be teachable. Children learn an incredible amount in school. Along with academics, they learn how to treat
others, learn how to be a friend.

There has been a meme going around for years of two little boys, telling their teacher that they are twins
because they have the same haircut. When you look at the picture, one is dark-skinned while the other is
light-skinned. Definitely not what we would consider twins. But to them, skin color didn’t matter. They hadn’t
learned about prejudice yet.

I challenge each of us to become like children, finding the things that make us twins. Going back to kindergar-
ten and children’s Sabbath School and learning how to be teachable again. Being kind, sharing with others.
Learning how much Jesus loves every one of His children.

There’s a hymn titled | Would Be Like Jesus with the refrain: “Be like Jesus, this my song, In the home and in the
throng; Be like Jesus, all day long! | would be like Jesus.” Sounds like a good motto for our lives.



