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SATAN PERSONATES CHRIST
The Crowning Deception

Study Guide | Pastor Joseph Arner

“The Crowning Act in the Great Drama of Deception”

“As the crowning act in the great drama of deception, Satan himself will personate Christ. The church has long professed to

look to the Saviour’s advent as the consummation of her hopes. Now the great deceiver will make it appear that Christ has

come.”

— GC, p. 624

SERMON OVERVIEW — Key Themes and Texts

THEME PRIMARY TEXT KEY CONCEPT

The Crowning Deception Matthew 24:23–24 Satan will appear as Christ to deceive, if possible, the elect.

The Language of the Lie 2 Thess. 2:9–10 A sophisticated impersonation using signs and lying wonders.

The One Flaw Acts 1:9–11 Satan cannot counterfeit the cosmic, visible manner of His
coming.

The Scripture Fortress Isaiah 8:20 Only diligent students of the Word will be shielded.
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THE HONG KONG HEIST — A Modern Parable of Deception

In January 2024, a finance worker at a multinational firm in Hong Kong authorized $25 million in wire transfers after a
video call with his CFO and colleagues. Every single person on that call was fake—a deepfake generated by AI. He
trusted his senses over his initial suspicions, and the money was gone. This is a parable of the final deception.

AMAZING FACT 1
The Perfect Counterfeit. The AI deepfake
perfectly synchronized lip movements and matched
the cadence of each speaker’s voice. It was a
technological counterfeit so convincing that a
trained professional surrendered his judgment.

AMAZING FACT 2
A $5 Million Industry. In 2025 alone, Americans
reported $5 million lost to AI voice-cloning scams.
A machine can clone the voice of a loved one from
just a three-second audio clip.

AMAZING FACT 3
The Two Great Errors. Through the immortality of
the soul and Sunday sacredness, Satan brings
people under his deceptions. The former lays the
foundation of spiritualism; the latter creates a bond
with Rome.

AMAZING FACT 4
Fire from Heaven. Satan performs great signs,
even making fire come down from heaven. He
plagiarizes the signature miracle of Elijah on Mount
Carmel to convince the world.

AMAZING FACT 5 — THE CROWNING ACT
A Majestic Being. “In different parts of the earth,
Satan will manifest himself among men as a
majestic being of dazzling brightness, resembling
the description of the Son of God given by John in
the Revelation.” — GC, p. 624

AMAZING FACT 6 — THE FATAL FLAW
The Manner of His Coming. “Satan is not
permitted to counterfeit the manner of Christ’s
advent. The Saviour has warned His people
against deception upon this point, and has clearly
foretold the manner of His second coming.” — GC,
p. 625

"For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the

elect."

— Matthew 24:24 (NKJV)

Sermon Application: The deepfake heist is a powerful metaphor for the final deception. Satan will use supernatural
signs, a majestic appearance, and even the words of Christ to deceive the world. He will claim to have changed the
Sabbath to Sunday. The only way to survive is to be so grounded in the Word of God that you do not trust the evidence
of your senses when it contradicts Scripture.

THINK ABOUT IT:
The finance worker knew something felt wrong, but he trusted his senses over his knowledge. When have you felt pressure to
trust what you see or feel over what you know to be true from God’s Word?

WHAT WOULD YOU DO?
What steps can you take this week to become a more diligent student of the Scriptures, so that you are prepared to stand firmly
on the Bible and the Bible only?
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THE WARNING FROM THE MOUNT OF OLIVES

Deception is the First Concern
On the Mount of Olives, the disciples asked Jesus about the signs of His
coming. His very first words were not about earthquakes or wars. He said,
"Take heed that no one deceives you." The danger He identified is
sophisticated impersonation—a deliberate counterfeit that borrows the
language and miracles of the genuine.

The Greek words for false christs and false prophets describe those who
intentionally assume the title and authority of the Messiah to deceive. They
come wearing the garments of truth, performing signs and lying wonders
powered by satanic energy.

Jesus warns His disciples on the Mount of Olives.

"His voice is soft and subdued, yet full of melody. In gentle, compassionate tones he presents some of the same gracious,

heavenly truths which the Saviour uttered; he heals the diseases of the people, and then, in his assumed character of Christ,

he claims to have changed the Sabbath to Sunday..."

— GC, p. 624

THE ANATOMY OF THE COUNTERFEIT

Fire falls from heaven on Mount Carmel.

Elijah and the Still Small Voice
In 1 Kings 19, Elijah is at the end of himself. He ran from Jezebel, sat under
a juniper tree, and asked God to take his life. He said: "I alone am left." He
felt completely isolated, cut off from every ally and every human voice that
might tell him the mission was still on track. The signal had gone dark on
his end. But God sent him to Mount Horeb, and there He spoke. Not in the
wind, earthquake, or fire, but in a qol demamah daqah — a still small voice,
the sound of a thin silence.

The communication blackout of Elijah’s life was the moment God’s voice
came through most clearly. Elijah felt utterly alone, but God was actively
preserving him. What he did not know was that there were seven thousand
in Israel who had not bowed the knee to Baal. He had never been alone.
The signal had gone dark on his end, but the mission had never paused on
God’s.

The Counterfeit of the Dead
Satan will also bring before us the appearance of our loved ones who have
died. They will speak with the same voice and recall familiar memories. If
we do not know the biblical truth that the dead sleep until the resurrection,
our broken hearts will lead us into deception.

This is why the state of the dead is a crucial safeguard. Jesus called death
a sleep. Whatever being wears a loved one’s face, it is not them. Every
Adventist doctrine—the Sabbath, the state of the dead, the sanctuary—is
armor designed to protect us in this crisis.

Death is a peaceful sleep awaiting the resurrection.
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THE SCRIPTURE FORTRESS — The Only Safeguard

A diligent student of the Scriptures. The remnant stands firm on the Word of
God.

The unmistakable, cosmic Second Coming.

Diligent Students of the Word
How will God’s people survive? "Only those who have been diligent students of the Scriptures and who have received
the love of the truth will be shielded." We must learn the voice of Jesus through daily, unhurried time in His Word so we
instantly recognize the counterfeit.

The Manner of His Coming
Satan can counterfeit almost everything, but he cannot counterfeit the manner of Christ’s advent. Jesus will return visibly,
universally, and unmistakably. Every eye will see Him. He will descend with a shout, the voice of an archangel, and the
trumpet of God. It is a cosmic event, not a local one.

The Remnant Stands
Revelation 14:12 describes the people who stand: "Here are those who keep the commandments of God and the faith of
Jesus." They do not yield to the evidence of their senses when it contradicts the Word. They are anchored in the law and
the testimony.

"To the law and to the testimony! If they do not speak according to this word, it is because there is no light in them."

— Isaiah 8:20 (NKJV)

KEY THOUGHT

The time to build your scriptural fortress is now. We cannot wait for the crisis to arrive to begin studying. We
must spend so much time in the Word that we know the character of Christ intimately.

LIFE APPLICATION

Will you trust the evidence of your senses, or will you trust the Word of God? Determine today that you will cling
to the Bible and the Bible only, no matter what you see or hear.
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE — The Crowning Deception
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ACROSS DOWN

1. The real coming will be like ________ flashing across the
sky. (9)
4. Satan will claim to have changed the ________. (7)
6. He will make ________ come down from heaven. (4)
7. Only diligent students of the ________ will be shielded.
(10)

2. He will appear as a majestic being of dazzling ________.
(10)
3. Jesus warned, 'Take heed that no one ________ you.' (8)
5. Jesus called death a ________. (5)

FILL-IN-THE-BLANK ANSWER KEY

1. lightning    2. deceives    3. signs / wonders    4. desert    5. sleeps    6. light    7. lawless    8. truth    9. testimony    10.
commandments    11. manner    12. Word

THINK ABOUT IT:
The final deception targets our senses and emotions. Think of a time when your feelings or senses misled you, but knowing the
truth protected you. How does this experience help you understand the importance of relying on God’s Word?

WHAT WOULD YOU DO?
If a loved one who passed away suddenly appeared to you, it would be an overwhelming emotional experience. How can you
prepare your heart and mind now to stand firmly on the biblical truth about the state of the dead?
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THE MESSAGE IN REVIEW — Fill in the Blanks

Fill in the missing words from the key scriptures and writings quoted in the sermon.

1. "For as the ____________ comes from the east and flashes to the west, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be."
— Matthew 24:27 (NKJV)

2. "Take heed that no one ____________ you."
— Matthew 24:4 (NKJV)

3. "For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great ____________ and ____________ to deceive, if possible, even
the elect."

— Matthew 24:24 (NKJV)

4. "Therefore if they say to you, 'Look, He is in the ____________!' do not go out."
— Matthew 24:26 (NKJV)

5. "These things He said, and after that He said to them, 'Our friend Lazarus ____________, but I go that I may wake him up.'"
— John 11:11 (NKJV)

6. "And no wonder! For Satan himself transforms himself into an angel of ____________."
— 2 Corinthians 11:14 (NKJV)

7. "The coming of the ____________ one is according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders."
— 2 Thessalonians 2:9 (NKJV)

8. "Only those who have been diligent students of the Scriptures and who have received the love of the ____________ will be
shielded from the powerful delusion."

— GC, p. 625

9. "To the law and to the ____________! If they do not speak according to this word, it is because there is no light in them."
— Isaiah 8:20 (NKJV)

10. "Here is the patience of the saints; here are those who keep the ____________ of God and the faith of Jesus."
— Revelation 14:12 (NKJV)

11. "Satan is not permitted to counterfeit the ____________ of Christ’s advent."
— GC, p. 625

12. "Are the people of God now so firmly established upon His ____________ that they would not yield to the evidence of their
senses?"

— GC, p. 625

FINAL REFLECTION
We must become a people so anchored in the Word of God that when the crowning deception comes—when the impostor
stands before us in robes of light and speaks with a voice like music—we will not flinch. We will not bow. We will not yield.
Because we will know the difference between the counterfeit and the Christ. We will know because His Word has told us
beforehand.


