This 40-days-of-study-and-prayer de-

votional is designed to prepare God’s
church for Christ’s second coming, as
well as to reach out to others in prep-
aration for that glorious event. This
preparation begins with church mem-
bers who are willing to commit to 40
days of prayer and devotional study to
develop a closer personal relationship
with Jesus Christ, and to reach out to
five individuals who the Lord has put
on their heart to pray for every day.
Jesus said, “If two of you shall
agree on earth as touching any thing
that they shall ask, it shall be done
for them of my Father which is in

Page 6 of 243 1%



heaven” (Matt. 18:19). There is great
power in united prayer, and there is
encouragement and spiritual strength
in Christian fellowship. It is suggested
that you find a prayer partner to
fellowship and pray with, either on
the phone or in person, every day dur-
ing the 40 days of prayer and study.

To gain the greatest benefit, I recom-
mend that you find several individ-
uals to join with you in using this de-
votional book. It would be well to meet
weekly as a group to share and pray
together. Choose one in the group to
become your daily fellowship-prayer
partner. Each participant in the group
will do the same so that he/she may
receive the greatest blessings during
the 40 days.

These devotional studies, selections
from five books I have written on
these subjects with similar titles, are
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divided into five sections, with eight
devotionals in each section:

- The Baptism of the Holy
Spirit

- Spirit Baptism and Prayer

- Spirit Baptism and Evangel-
1sm

- Spirit Baptism and Abiding in
Christ

- Spirit Baptism and Fellow-
ship

Each devotional study is followed
by personal reflection and discussion
questions, and a prayer focus for the
day, which includes a “prayer verse.”

If you want to develop a closer re-
lationship with Jesus and reach out
to those whom God has put on your

Page 7 of 243 2%



heart who have either once known the
truth of God’s Word and have slipped
away, or have never known the warn-
ing message God is giving to prepare
the world for Christ’s soon return,
this book is for you. Those on your
prayer list may be family members,
friends, or coworkers. A daily prayer
list page (Appendix A) is provided for
this purpose. During the 40 days you
will pray for them every day and pray-
erfully use the “Activities to Show
You Care” (Appendix B) list to deter-

mine what the Lord wants you to do
to reach out to those for whom you
are praying. Appendix C, “Suggested
Greeting for Prayer Contact,” is helpful
when you call those on your prayer list
to let them know you will be praying
for them during the next 40 days, and
ask them what they d like you to pray
for on their behallf.
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Prayer is the most powerful force
on earth. It is essential for one s per-
sonal spiritual growth and is the most
effective means of reaching others
for Christ. Concerning prayer and the
Christian s spiritual growth, Ellen
White wrote:

“Prayer is the breath of the soul.
It is the secret of spiritual power.
No other means of grace can be sub-
stituted, and the health of the soul
be preserved. Prayer brings the heart
into immediate contact with the Well-
spring of life, and strengthens the
sinew and muscle of the religious
experience. Neglect the exercise of
prayer,

-5-
or engage in prayer spasmodically,

now and then, as seems convenient,
and you lose your hold on God. The
spiritual faculties lose their vitality,
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the religious experience lacks health
and vigor” (Gospel Workers, p. 254).

Mrs. White also recognized the ne-
cessity of prayer in leading others to
Christ:

“Through much prayer you must
labor for souls, for this is the only
method by which you can reach
hearts. It is not your work, but the
work of Christ who is by your side,
that impresses hearts” (Evangelism, p.
341).

“The Lord will hear our prayers for
the conversion of souls” (Messages to
Young People, p. 315).

As you prayerfully consider the sug-
gested ways to reach out to those for
whom you are praying you will not

only be praying for them, you will also
be working to bring them closer to
Christ and His church. God will bless
your efforts when you pray for, and
work for, those on your prayer list. He
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will not only use you to win others
to Christ; He will draw you closer to
Himself. Ellen White understood this
double blessing when she wrote:

“As you work to answer your own
prayers, you will find that God will re-
veal Himself unto you. . . . Begin now
to reach higher and still higher. Prize
the things of heaven above earthly at-
tractions and inducements. . . . Learn
how to pray; learn how to bear a clear
and intelligent testimony, and God
will be glorified in you” (The Upward
Look, p. 256).

“Daily He received a fresh
baptism sof the Holy Spirit”
“Their persevering prayers will
bring souls to the cross. In cooper-
ation with their self-sacrificing efforts
Jesus will move upon hearts, work-
ing miracles in the conversion of

souls” (Testimonies for the Church, vol.
7,p.27).
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To facilitate the prayer emphasis
there i1s a “Prayer Activity” section at
the end of each day s devotional which
offers a suggested prayer focus for the
day, and incorporates Bible verses to
include in your prayer. Many verses in
the Bible contain a promise and the
condition required for the fulfillment
of the promise. When you pray these
Bible verses you should do two things:

1. ask God to fulfill the condition
(both in you and in the church) that
is required for the fulfillment of the
promise, and

2. ask God to fulfill the promise.

In the verses and prayer requests
section for the “Prayer Activity” :

The regular type gives the verses
that contain both the promise and the
condition of fulfillment, and the itali-
cized type gives an example of a prayer
you can use to pray the verse, asking
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God to fulfill the condition, and then
asking God to fulfill the promise.

After His resurrection, Jesus told
His disciples that they were to wait to
receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit
before they went forth to proclaim the
gospel to the world:

“And, being assembled together
with them, commanded them that
they should not depart from Jeru-
salem, but wait for the promise of
the Father, which, saith he, ye have
heard of me. For John truly baptized
with water; but ye shall be baptized
with the Holy Ghost not many days
hence. . . . But ye shall receive power,
after that the Holy Ghost is come upon
you: and ye shall be witnesses unto

me both in Jerusalem, and in all Ju-

daea, and in Samaria, and unto the ut-
termost part of the earth” (Acts 1:4-8).

Even though they had spent the
past three and a half years daily with
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Christ and had seen and participated
in a ministry of miracles, they were
not ready to witness for Him. They
were to wait to receive the power. After
they received the baptism of the Holy
Spirit, which took place on the day of
Pentecost, they would be empowered
as never before to witness for Christ:

“And when the day of Pentecost was
fully come, they were all with one ac-
cord in one place. And suddenly there
came a sound from heaven as of a
rushing mighty wind, and it filled all
the house where they were sitting.

-6-

And there appeared unto them cloven
tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon
each of them. And they were all filled
with the Holy Ghost, and began to
speak with other tongues, as the Spirit
gave them utterance” (Acts 2:1-4).

Because the baptism of the Holy
Spirit (also called the infilling of the
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Spirit) is so vital to our personal
spiritual growth and our witness to
others, these 40 devotional lessons
will be based on this important teach-
ing in God’s Word. You will have the
opportunity to better understand the
biblical teaching on baptism of the
Holy Spirit, as well as enter more fully
into this Spirit-filled experience.

By choosing to participate in 40
days of study and prayer, you are en-
tering into an amazing and blessed
adventure with the Lord. You will ex-
perience a deeper relationship with
Christ, and you will see the Lord use
you to draw others closer to Himself
in preparation for His soon return. As
you fellowship with your prayer part-
ner and the others participating in
the 40 days of prayer and devotional
study, you will experience a deeper
Christian love and unity with your
fellow believers. This will play an im-
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portant role in your personal spiritual
growth.

In order to get the most from this
experience, it 1s recommended that
this be the first thing you do in the
morning. It may require rising a little
earlier, but the effort will be well re-
warded! If you ask the Lord to wake
you so you can have some quality time
with Him, He will hear and answer
your prayer. Concerning Christ’s devo-
tional life Ellen White wrote:

“Daily He received a fresh baptism
of the Holy Spirit. In the early hours
of the new day the Lord awakened
Him from His slumbers, and His soul
and His lips were anointed with grace,
that He might impart to others. His
words were given Him fresh from the
heavenly courts, words that He might
speak in season to the weary and
oppressed” (Christ’s Object Lessons, p.
139).
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Christ will do the same for you, if
you ask Him. He very much desires to
anoint you with His Spirit in prepar-
ation for each new day. This book is
designed to facilitate just that—a daily
anointing of God’s Spirit for personal
spiritual growth, and witnessing for
facilitate just that—a daily anointing
of God’s Spirit for personal spiritual
growth, and witnessing for Christ.

If you are using this devotional
study in preparation for a Visitor’s
Sabbath and/or Evangelistic Meetings
at the end of the 40 days, those
programs should be included in the
prayer focus each day of the 40
days. A 40 Days Instruction Manual
is available on the website; www.40
daysdevotional.com, to help facilitate
a 40 day program in a church set-
ting. Many churches are using this de-
votional book in this manner, and it
is proving to be an effective spiritual
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preparation for evangelistic meetings
as well as increase visitor attendance
on Visitor’s Sabbath and Evangelistic
Meetings held at the conclusion of the
40 days.

Note: 40 DAYS is designed also to
work along with “Light America Mis-
sion,” a program of personal spiritual
growth through the study of God’s
Word, prayer, training, and community
outreach to share the three angels’ mes-
sages .

Information on how to conduct a
40 days program of devotional study
and prayer in your church is available
at www.40daysdevotional.com. A free

downloadable Instruction Manual is lo-
cated on the website.
7
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