His Coming Is Sure!  Are you Ready (Part-3)

1. Genesis 5:24
2. 2 Kings 2:11
3. Matthew 17:3
4. I Thessalonians 4:16
5. I Thessalonians 4:17
Three practical strategies will help us stay ready and live with confidence while we wait for the Second Coming of Christ:

Strategy # 1: BE CONVINCED.  Are you absolutely convinced beyond the shadow of a doubt that your salvation in Christ is safe and secure?   Can we know—really know—that we have eternal life in Christ and that we have a ticket to go to heaven if Christ returns this year?
6. Romans 6:23
7. I John 5:11-13
Many sincere Christians including Adventists object the preaching on the assurance of salvation for two reasons: They think that this preaching supports the Calvinistic teaching of (a) Once Saved, always Saved.  Is assurance of salvation the same as once saved, always saved? The answer is a big NO!
· The doctrine of “once saved, always saved” is based on the Calvinist doctrine of PREDESTINATION. The assurance of salvation is based on the doctrine of JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH. Therefore, anyone who equates assurance of salvation with “once saved, always saved” have failed to see the distinction between the two.
Here’s the second reason why some Adventist Christians object the preaching of assurance of salvation: (b) Ellen White has warned us as a people that we are never to say, “I am saved.”  They equate this statement with the assurance of salvation.  
· True, Pride is a sin.  But God doesn’t save us because of who we are or how good we are, nor can we ever claim we are better than others—because we are not.   God has saved us solely by His love and grace, and we can’t take credit for the gift of salvation—none.

8. Ephesians 2:8-9 
9. Romans 3:24a
10. Romans 5:10 

· When Ellen White warns believers - that they should never say, “I am saved,” was she implying that Christians should not have or be given the assurance of salvation? Nothing could be further from the truth.

· How then are we to interpret her statement that “Christians should never say ‘I am saved’?” As with Scripture, Ellen White should never be read out of context. But this is unfortunately a common problem among God’s people. 
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There are about four times Ellen White makes this statement and, when read in context, in each case she is condemning one of two heresies:
1. The heresy of the Calvinist teaching of “once saved, always saved,” which some Adventists of her day were still holding on to. 
2. The heresy of the holy flesh movement that plagued the Indiana Conference towards the end of the nineteenth century. 
Three practical strategies will help us stay ready and live with confidence while we wait for the Second Coming of Christ:
Strategy #1: BE CONVINCED. 
Strategy #2: BE FILLED.  

11. Ephesians 5:18 (Be filled with the Spirit).

Why be filled with the Spirit? (for three reasons):

(A) You can’t have the assurance of salvation without the Holy Spirit.

12. Romans 8:16
13. Ephesians 1:13-14

(B) To gain the victory over temptation.

14. John 16:8
15. John 16:9
16. I Thessalonians 5:19
17. Ephesians 4:30
18. I Samuel 16:14
19. Luke 22:1-3

