Esther 1 (Part 2) SUBMISSION

Esther 1:16-18: Then Memukan replied in the presence of the king and the nobles, “Queen Vashti has done wrong, not only against the king but also against all the nobles and the peoples of all the provinces of King Xerxes. For the queen’s conduct will become known to all the women, and so they will despise their husbands and say, ‘King Xerxes commanded Queen Vashti to be brought before him, but she would not come.’ This very day the Persian and Median women of the nobility who have heard about the queen’s conduct will respond to all the king’s nobles in the same way. There will be no end of disrespect and discord.  

Submit one another out of reverence for Christ” (Ephesians 5:21).  

Wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands as you do to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything (Ephesians 5:22-24).  

However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband (Ephesians 5:33).  

Men want to be respected and women want to be loved. 

“without love from him, she reacts without respect; without respect from her, he reacts without love.”     (Emmerson Eggerichs, Love & Respect).   

to be left alone and unloved in the world to feel inadequate and disrespected by everyone. 74% of these men said that if they were forced to choose, they would prefer being alone and unloved in the world. (Shaunti Feldhahn, For Women Only: What You need to know about the Inner Lives of Men, 2004).  

“I would rather live with a wife who respected me but did not love me than live with a wife who loved me but didn’t respect me.” 

“My wife longs to hear me say, “I love you.”  I say it often because I know it means so much to her.  But the phrase that has comparable value to me from her is not “I love you” but “I’m proud of you.”  Respect and admiration are special ingredients to a husband’s happiness.” (Robert Lewis and William Hendricks, Rocking the Roles: Building a Win-Win Marriage, 120-121). 

I Peter 3:1-2: Wives, in the same way be submissive to your husbands so that, if any of them do not believe the word, they may be won over without words by the behavior of their wives, when they see the purity and reverence of your lives [when they see your respectful behavior].  

Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives and treat them with respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers. (1 Peter 3:7).  
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“Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord (Ephesians 5:22).  

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her (Ephesians 5:25).  

And hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us (Romans 5:5).  

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.  Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails (I Cor. 13:4-8). 

The word “honor” means to attach high value to someone or something.  

“Without honor between a married couple, no amount of relational skills will work to keep them closely connected in love.  Honor has got to be the center of the marriage.  If marriage were a car, honor would be the gasoline.” 

To honor your mate means to *love and value your mate as much as God does.  

‘My love for you grow.’  
‘My love for you is eternal.’”










