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Partriarchs & Prophets

Chapter 33—From Sinai to Kadesh Excerpts, p. 382-386

This chapter is based on Numbers 11 and 12.

A strong wind blowing from the sea now brought flocks of quails, “about a day’s journey on this side, and
a day’s journey on the other side, round about the camp, and about two cubits above the face of the
earth.” Numbers 11:31, R.V. All that day and night, and the following day, the people labored in gathering
the food miraculously provided. Immense quantities were secured. “He that gathered least gathered ten
homers.” All that was not needed for present use was preserved by drying, so that the supply, as promised,
was sufficient for a whole month.

God gave the people that which was not for their highest good, because they persisted in desiring it; they
would not be satisfied with those things that would prove a benefit to them. Their rebellious desires were
gratified, but they were left to suffer the result. They feasted without restraint, and their excesses were
speedily punished. “The Lord smote the people with a very great plague.” Large numbers were cut down
by burning fevers, while the most guilty among them were smitten as soon as they tasted the food for
which they had lusted.

At Hazeroth, the next encampment after leaving Taberah, a still more bitter trial awaited Moses. Aaron
and Miriam had occupied a position of high honor and leadership in Israel. Both were endowed with the
prophetic gift, and both had been divinely associated with Moses in the deliverance of the Hebrews. “I
sent before thee Moses, Aaron, and Miriam” (Micah 6:4), are the words of the Lord by the prophet Micah.
Miriam’s force of character had been early displayed when as a child she watched beside the Nile the little
basket in which was hidden the infant Moses. Her self-control and tact God had made instrumental in
preserving the deliverer of His people. Richly endowed with the gifts of poetry and music, Miriam had led
the women of Israel in song and dance on the shore of the Red Sea. In the affections of the people and
the honor of Heaven she stood second only to Moses and Aaron. But the same evil that first brought
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discord in heaven sprang up in the heart of this woman of Israel, and she did not fail to find a sympathizer
in her dissatisfaction.

In the appointment of the seventy elders Miriam and Aaron had not been consulted, and their jealousy
was excited against Moses. At the time of Jethro’s visit, while the Israelites were on the way to Sinai, the
ready acceptance by Moses of the counsel of his father-in-law had aroused in Aaron and Miriam a fear
that his influence with the great leader exceeded theirs. In the organization of the council of elders they
felt that their position and authority had been ignored. Miriam and Aaron had never known the weight of
care and responsibility which had rested upon Moses; yet because they had been chosen to aid him they
regarded themselves as sharing equally with him the burden of leadership, and they regarded the
appointment of further assistants as uncalled for.

Moses felt the importance of the great work committed to him as no other man had ever felt it. He realized
his own weakness, and he made God his counselor. Aaron esteemed himself more highly, and trusted less
in God. He had failed when entrusted with responsibility, giving evidence of the weakness of his character
by his base compliance in the matter of the idolatrous worship at Sinai. But Miriam and Aaron, blinded by
jealousy and ambition, lost sight of this. Aaron had been highly honored by God in the appointment of his
family to the sacred office of the priesthood; yet even this now added to the desire for self-exaltation.
“And they said, Hath the Lord indeed spoken only by Moses? hath He not spoken also by us?” Regarding
themselves as equally favored by God, they felt that they were entitled to the same position and authority.

Yielding to the spirit of dissatisfaction, Miriam found cause of complaint in events that God had especially
overruled. The marriage of Moses had been displeasing to her. That he should choose a woman of another
nation, instead of taking a wife from among the Hebrews, was an offense to her family and national pride.
Zipporah was treated with ill-disguised contempt.

Though called a “Cushite woman” (Numbers 12:1, R.V.), the wife of Moses was a Midianite, and thus a
descendant of Abraham. In personal appearance she differed from the Hebrews in being of a somewhat
darker complexion. Though not an Israelite, Zipporah was a worshiper of the true God. She was of a timid,
retiring disposition, gentle and affectionate, and greatly distressed at the sight of suffering; and it was for
this reason that Moses, when on the way to Egypt, had consented to her return to Midian. He desired to
spare her the pain of witnessing the judgments that were to fall on the Egyptians.

When Zipporah rejoined her husband in the wilderness, she saw that his burdens were wearing away his
strength, and she made known her fears to Jethro, who suggested measures for his relief. Here was the
chief reason for Miriam’s antipathy to Zipporah. Smarting under the supposed neglect shown to herself
and Aaron, she regarded the wife of Moses as the cause, concluding that her influence had prevented him
from taking them into his counsels as formerly. Had Aaron stood up firmly for the right, he might have
checked the evil; but instead of showing Miriam the sinfulness of her conduct, he sympathized with her,
listened to her words of complaint, and thus came to share her jealousy.

Their accusations were borne by Moses in uncomplaining silence. It was the experience gained during the
years of toil and waiting in Midian—the spirit of humility and long-suffering there developed—that
prepared Moses to meet with patience the unbelief and murmuring of the people and the pride and envy
of those who should have been his unswerving helpers. Moses “was very meek, above all the men which
were upon the face of the earth,” and this is why he was granted divine wisdom and guidance above all
others. Says the Scripture, “The meek will He guide in judgment: and the meek will He teach His way.”
Psalm 25:9. The meek are guided by the Lord, because they are teachable, willing to be instructed. They
have a sincere desire to know and to do the will of God. The Saviour’s promise is, “If any man will do His
will, he shall know of the doctrine.” John 7:17. And He declares by the apostle James, “If any of you lack
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wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.”
James 1:5. But His promise is only to those who are willing to follow the Lord wholly. God does not force
the will of any; hence He cannot lead those who are too proud to be taught, who are bent upon having
their own way. Of the double-minded man—he who seeks to follow his own will, while professing to do
the will of God—it is written, “Let not that man think that he shall receive anything of the Lord.” James
1.7.

God had chosen Moses, and had put His Spirit upon him; and Miriam and Aaron, by their murmurings,
were guilty of disloyalty, not only to their appointed leader, but to God Himself. The seditious whisperers
were summoned to the tabernacle, and brought face to face with Moses. “And Jehovah came down in the
pillar of the cloud, and stood in the door of the tabernacle, and called Aaron and Miriam.” Their claim to
the prophetic gift was not denied; God might have spoken to them in visions and dreams. But to Moses,
whom the Lord Himself declared “faithful in all Mine house,” a nearer communion had been granted. With
him God spake mouth to mouth. “Wherefore then were ye not afraid to speak against My servant Moses?
And the anger of the Lord was kindled against them; and He departed.” The cloud disappeared from the
tabernacle in token of God’s displeasure, and Miriam was smitten. She “became leprous, white as snow.”
Aaron was spared, but he was severely rebuked in Miriam’s punishment. Now, their pride humbled in the
dust, Aaron confessed their sin, and entreated that his sister might not be left to perish by that loathsome
and deadly scourge. In answer to the prayers of Moses the leprosy was cleansed. Miriam was, however,
shut out of the camp for seven days. Not until she was banished from the encampment did the symbol of
God’s favor again rest upon the tabernacle. In respect for her high position, and in grief at the blow that
had fallen upon her, the whole company abode in Hazeroth, awaiting her return.

This manifestation of the Lord’s displeasure was designed to be a warning to all Israel, to check the
growing spirit of discontent and insubordination. If Miriam’s envy and dissatisfaction had not been signally
rebuked, it would have resulted in great evil. Envy is one of the most satanic traits that can exist in the
human heart, and it is one of the most baleful in its effects. Says the wise man, “Wrath is cruel, and anger
is outrageous; but who is able to stand before envy?” Proverbs 27:4. It was envy that first caused discord
in heaven, and its indulgence has wrought untold evil among men. “Where envying and strife is, there is
confusion and every evil work.” James 3:16.

It should not be regarded as a light thing to speak evil of others or to make ourselves judges of their
motives or actions. “He that speaketh evil of his brother, and judgeth his brother, speaketh evil of the law,
and judgeth the law: but if thou judge the law, thou art not a doer of the law, but a judge.” James 4:11.
There is but one judge—He “who both will bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and will make
manifest the counsels of the hearts.” 1 Corinthians 4:5. And whoever takes it upon himself to judge and
condemn his fellow men is usurping the prerogative of the Creator.

The Bible specially teaches us to beware of lightly bringing accusation against those whom God has called
to act as His ambassadors. The apostle Peter, describing a class who are abandoned sinners, says,
“Presumptuous are they, self-willed, they are not afraid to speak evil of dignities. Whereas angels, which
are greater in power and might, bring not railing accusation against them before the Lord.” 2 Peter 2:10,
11. And Paul, in his instruction for those who are placed over the church, says, “Against an elder receive
not an accusation, but before two or three witnesses.” 1 Timothy 5:19. He who has placed upon men the
heavy responsibility of leaders and teachers of His people will hold the people accountable for the manner
in which they treat His servants. We are to honor those whom God has honored. The judgment visited
upon Miriam should be a rebuke to all who yield to jealousy, and murmur against those upon whom God
lays the burden of His work.
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EXTRA Reading for Sun, Jan 11

Patriarchs & Prophets

Chapter 35—The Rebellion of Korah, p. 395-405

This chapter is based on Numbers 16 and 17.

The judgments visited upon the Israelites served for a time to restrain their murmuring and
insubordination, but the spirit of rebellion was still in the heart and eventually brought forth the bitterest
fruits. The former rebellions had been mere popular tumults, arising from the sudden impulse of the
excited multitude; but now a deep-laid conspiracy was formed, the result of a determined purpose to
overthrow the authority of the leaders appointed by God Himself.

Korah, the leading spirit in this movement, was a Levite, of the family of Kohath, and a cousin of Moses;
he was a man of ability and influence. Though appointed to the service of the tabernacle, he had become
dissatisfied with his position and aspired to the dignity of the priesthood. The bestowal upon Aaron and
his house of the priestly office, which had formerly devolved upon the first-born son of every family, had
given rise to jealousy and dissatisfaction, and for some time Korah had been secretly opposing the
authority of Moses and Aaron, though he had not ventured upon any open act of rebellion. He finally
conceived the bold design of overthrowing both the civil and the religious authority. He did not fail to find
sympathizers. Close to the tents of Korah and the Kohathites, on the south side of the tabernacle, was the
encampment of the tribe of Reuben, the tents of Dathan and Abiram, two princes of this tribe, being near
that of Korah. These princes readily joined in his ambitious schemes. Being descendants from the eldest
son of Jacob, they claimed that the civil authority belonged to them, and they determined to divide with
Korah the honors of the priesthood.

The state of feeling among the people favored the designs of Korah. In the bitterness of their
disappointment, their former doubts, jealousy, and hatred had returned, and again their complaints were
directed against their patient leader. The Israelites were continually losing sight of the fact that they were
under divine guidance. They forgot that the Angel of the covenant was their invisible leader, that, veiled
by the cloudy pillar, the presence of Christ went before them, and that from Him Moses received all his
directions.

They were unwilling to submit to the terrible sentence that they must all die in the wilderness, and hence
they were ready to seize upon every pretext for believing that it was not God but Moses who was leading
them and who had pronounced their doom. The best efforts of the meekest man upon the earth could
not quell the insubordination of this people; and although the marks of God’s displeasure at their former
perverseness were still before them in their broken ranks and missing numbers, they did not take the
lesson to heart. Again they were overcome by temptation.

The humble shepherd’s life of Moses had been far more peaceful and happy than his present position as
leader of that vast assembly of turbulent spirits. Yet Moses dared not choose. In place of a shepherd’s
crook a rod of power had been given him, which he could not lay down until God should release him.

He who reads the secrets of all hearts had marked the purposes of Korah and his companions and had
given His people such warning and instruction as might have enabled them to escape the deception of
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these designing men. They had seen the judgment of God fall upon Miriam because of her jealousy and
complaints against Moses. The Lord had declared that Moses was greater than a prophet. “With him will
| speak mouth to mouth.” “Wherefore, then,” He added, “were ye not afraid to speak against My servant
Moses?” Numbers 12:8. These instructions were not intended for Aaron and Miriam alone, but for all
Israel.

Korah and his fellow conspirators were men who had been favored with special manifestations of God’s
power and greatness. They were of the number who went up with Moses into the mount and beheld the
divine glory. But since that time a change had come. A temptation, slight at first, had been harbored, and
had strengthened as it was encouraged, until their minds were controlled by Satan, and they ventured
upon their work of disaffection. Professing great interest in the prosperity of the people, they first
whispered their discontent to one another and then to leading men of Israel. Their insinuations were so
readily received that they ventured still further, and at last they really believed themselves to be actuated
by zeal for God.

They were successful in alienating two hundred and fifty princes, men of renown in the congregation.
With these strong and influential supporters they felt confident of making a radical change in the
government and greatly improving upon the administration of Moses and Aaron.

Jealousy had given rise to envy, and envy to rebellion. They had discussed the question of the right of
Moses to so great authority and honor, until they had come to regard him as occupying a very enviable
position, which any of them could fill as well as he. And they deceived themselves and one another into
thinking that Moses and Aaron had themselves assumed the positions they held. The discontented ones
said that these leaders had exalted themselves above the congregation of the Lord, in taking upon them
the priesthood and government, but their house was not entitled to distinction above others in Israel;
they were no more holy than the people, and it should be enough for them to be on a level with their
brethren, who were equally favored with God’s special presence and protection.

The next work of the conspirators was with the people. To those who are in the wrong, and deserving of
reproof, there is nothing more pleasing than to receive sympathy and praise. And thus Korah and his
associates gained the attention and enlisted the support of the congregation. The charge that the
murmurings of the people had brought upon them the wrath of God was declared to be a mistake. They
said that the congregation were not at fault, since they desired nothing more than their rights; but that
Moses was an overbearing ruler; that he had reproved the people as sinners, when they were a holy
people, and the Lord was among them.

Korah reviewed the history of their travels through the wilderness, where they had been brought into
strait places, and many had perished because of their murmuring and disobedience. His hearers thought
they saw clearly that their troubles might have been prevented if Moses had pursued a different course.
They decided that all their disasters were chargeable to him, and that their exclusion from Canaan was in
consequence of the mismanagement of Moses and Aaron; that if Korah would be their leader, and would
encourage them by dwelling upon their good deeds, instead of reproving their sins, they would have a
very peaceful, prosperous journey; instead of wandering to and fro in the wilderness, they would proceed
directly to the Promised Land.

In this work of disaffection there was greater union and harmony among the discordant elements of the
congregation than had ever before existed. Korah’s success with the people increased his confidence and
confirmed him in his belief that the usurpation of authority by Moses, if unchecked, would be fatal to the
liberties of Israel; he also claimed that God had opened the matter to him, and had authorized him to
make a change in the government before it should be too late. But many were not ready to accept Korah's
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accusations against Moses. The memory of his patient, self-sacrificing labors came up before them, and
conscience was disturbed. It was therefore necessary to assign some selfish motive for his deep interest
for Israel; and the old charge was reiterated, that he had led them out to perish in the wilderness, that he
might seize upon their possessions.

For a time this work was carried on secretly. As soon, however, as the movement had gained sufficient
strength to warrant an open rupture, Korah appeared at the head of the faction, and publicly accused
Moses and Aaron of usurping authority which Korah and his associates were equally entitled to share. It
was charged, further, that the people had been deprived of their liberty and independence. “Ye take too
much upon you,” said the conspirators, “seeing all the congregation are holy, every one of them, and the
Lord is among them: wherefore then lift ye up yourselves above the congregation of the Lord?”

Moses had not suspected this deep-laid plot, and when its terrible significance burst upon him, he fell
upon his face in silent appeal to God. He arose sorrowful indeed, but calm and strong. Divine guidance
had been granted him. “Even tomorrow,” he said, “the Lord will show who are His, and who is holy; and
will cause him to come near unto Him: even him whom He hath chosen will He cause to come near unto
Him.” The test was to be deferred until the morrow, that all might have time for reflection. Then those
who aspired to the priesthood were to come each with a censer, and offer incense at the tabernacle in
the presence of the congregation. The law was very explicit that only those who had been ordained to the
sacred office should minister in the sanctuary. And even the priests, Nadab and Abihu, had been destroyed
for venturing to offer “strange fire,” in disregard of a divine command. Yet Moses challenged his accusers,
if they dared enter upon so perilous an appeal, to refer the matter to God.

Singling out Korah and his fellow Levites, Moses said, “Seemeth it but a small thing unto you, that the God
of Israel hath separated you from the congregation of Israel, to bring you near to Himself to do the service
of the tabernacle of the Lord, and to stand before the congregation to minister unto them? And He hath
brought thee near to Him, and all thy brethren the sons of Levi with thee: and seek ye the priesthood
also? for which cause both thou and all thy company are gathered together against the Lord. And what is
Aaron, that ye murmur against him?”

Dathan and Abiram had not taken so bold a stand as had Korah; and Moses, hoping that they might have
been drawn into the conspiracy without having become wholly corrupted, summoned them to appear
before him, that he might hear their charges against him. But they would not come, and they insolently
refused to acknowledge his authority. Their reply, uttered in the hearing of the congregation, was, “Is it a
small thing that thou hast brought us up out of a land that floweth with milk and honey, to kill us in the
wilderness, except thou make thyself altogether a prince over us? Moreover thou hast not brought us into
a land that floweth with milk and honey, or given us inheritance of fields and vineyards: wilt thou put out
the eyes of these men? We will not come up.”

Thus they applied to the scene of their bondage the very language in which the Lord had described the
promised inheritance. They accused Moses of pretending to act under divine guidance, as a means of
establishing his authority; and they declared that they would no longer submit to be led about like blind
men, now toward Canaan, and now toward the wilderness, as best suited his ambitious designs. Thus he
who had been as a tender father, a patient shepherd, was represented in the blackest character of a tyrant
and usurper. The exclusion from Canaan, in punishment of their own sins, was charged upon him.

It was evident that the sympathies of the people were with the disaffected party; but Moses made no
effort at self-vindication. He solemnly appealed to God, in the presence of the congregation, as a witness
to the purity of his motives and the uprightness of his conduct, and implored Him to be his judge.



On the morrow, the two hundred and fifty princes, with Korah at their head, presented themselves, with
their censers. They were brought into the court of the tabernacle, while the people gathered without, to
await the result. It was not Moses who assembled the congregation to behold the defeat of Korah and his
company, but the rebels, in their blind presumption, had called them together to witness their victory. A
large part of the congregation openly sided with Korah, whose hopes were high of carrying his point
against Aaron.

As they were thus assembled before God, “the glory of the Lord appeared unto all the congregation.” The
divine warning was communicated to Moses and Aaron, “Separate yourselves from among this
congregation, that | may consume them in a moment.” But they fell upon their faces, with the prayer, “O
God, the God of the spirits of all flesh, shall one man sin, and wilt Thou be wroth with all the
congregation?”

Korah had withdrawn from the assembly to join Dathan and Abiram when Moses, accompanied by the
seventy elders, went down with a last warning to the men who had refused to come to him. The
multitudes followed, and before delivering his message, Moses, by divine direction, bade the people,
“Depart, | pray you, from the tents of these wicked men, and touch nothing of theirs, lest ye be consumed
in all their sins.” The warning was obeyed, for an apprehension of impending judgment rested upon all.
The chief rebels saw themselves abandoned by those whom they had deceived, but their hardihood was
unshaken. They stood with their families in the door of their tents, as if in defiance of the divine warning.

In the name of the God of Israel, Moses now declared, in the hearing of the congregation: “Hereby ye shall
know that the Lord hath sent me to do all these works; for | have not done them of mine own mind. If
these men die the common death of all men, or if they be visited after the visitation of all men, then the
Lord hath not sent me. But if the Lord make a new thing, and the earth open her mouth, and swallow
them up, with all that appertain unto them, and they go down quick into the pit, then ye shall understand
that these men have provoked the Lord.”

The eyes of all Israel were fixed upon Moses as they stood, in terror and expectation, awaiting the event.
As he ceased speaking, the solid earth parted, and the rebels went down alive into the pit, with all that
pertained to them, and “they perished from among the congregation.” The people fled, self-condemned
as partakers in the sin.

But the judgments were not ended. Fire flashing from the cloud consumed the two hundred and fifty
princes who had offered incense. These men, not being the first in rebellion, were not destroyed with the
chief conspirators. They were permitted to see their end, and to have an opportunity for repentance; but
their sympathies were with the rebels, and they shared their fate.

When Moses was entreating Israel to flee from the coming destruction, the divine judgment might even
then have been stayed, if Korah and his company had repented and sought forgiveness. But their stubborn
persistence sealed their doom. The entire congregation were sharers in their guilt, for all had, to a greater
or less degree, sympathized with them. Yet God in His great mercy made a distinction between the leaders
in rebellion and those whom they had led. The people who had permitted themselves to be deceived were
still granted space for repentance. Overwhelming evidence had been given that they were wrong, and
that Moses was right. The signal manifestation of God’s power had removed all uncertainty.

Jesus, the Angel who went before the Hebrews, sought to save them from destruction. Forgiveness was
lingering for them. The judgment of God had come very near, and appealed to them to repent. A special,
irresistible interference from heaven had arrested their rebellion. Now, if they would respond to the
interposition of God’s providence, they might be saved. But while they fled from the judgments, through



fear of destruction, their rebellion was not cured. They returned to their tents that night terrified, but not
repentant.

They had been flattered by Korah and his company until they really believed themselves to be very good
people, and that they had been wronged and abused by Moses. Should they admit that Korah and his
company were wrong, and Moses right, then they would be compelled to receive as the word of God the
sentence that they must die in the wilderness. They were not willing to submit to this, and they tried to
believe that Moses had deceived them. They had fondly cherished the hope that a new order of things
was about to be established, in which praise would be substituted for reproof, and ease for anxiety and
conflict. The men who had perished had spoken flattering words and had professed great interest and
love for them, and the people concluded that Korah and his companions must have been good men, and
that Moses had by some means been the cause of their destruction.

It is hardly possible for men to offer greater insult to God than to despise and reject the instrumentalities
He would use for their salvation. The Israelites had not only done this, but had purposed to put both
Moses and Aaron to death. Yet they did not realize the necessity of seeking pardon of God for their
grievous sin. That night of probation was not passed in repentance and confession, but in devising some
way to resist the evidences which showed them to be the greatest of sinners. They still cherished hatred
of the men of God’s appointment, and braced themselves to resist their authority. Satan was at hand to
pervert their judgment and lead them blindfold to destruction.

All Israel had fled in alarm at the cry of the doomed sinners who went down into the pit, for they said,
“Lest the earth swallow us up also.” “But on the morrow all the congregation of the children of Israel
murmured against Moses and against Aaron, saying, ye have killed the people of the Lord.” And they were
about to proceed to violence against their faithful, self-sacrificing leaders.

A manifestation of the divine glory was seen in the cloud above the tabernacle, and a voice from the cloud
spoke to Moses and Aaron, “Get you up from among this congregation, that | may consume them asin a
moment.”

The guilt of sin did not rest upon Moses, and hence he did not fear and did not hasten away and leave the
congregation to perish. Moses lingered, in this fearful crisis manifesting the true shepherd’s interest for
the flock of his care. He pleaded that the wrath of God might not utterly destroy the people of His choice.
By his intercession he stayed the arm of vengeance, that a full end might not be made of disobedient,
rebellious Israel.

But the minister of wrath had gone forth; the plague was doing its work of death. By his brother’s
direction, Aaron took a censer and hastened into the midst of the congregation to “make an atonement
for them.” “And he stood between the dead and the living.” As the smoke of the incense ascended, the
prayers of Moses in the tabernacle went up to God; and the plague was stayed; but not until fourteen
thousand of Israel lay dead, an evidence of the guilt of murmuring and rebellion.

But further evidence was given that the priesthood had been established in the family of Aaron. By divine
direction each tribe prepared a rod and wrote upon it the name of the tribe. The name of Aaron was upon
that of Levi. The rods were laid up in the tabernacle, “before the testimony.” The blossoming of any rod
was to be a token that the Lord had chosen that tribe for the priesthood. On the morrow, “behold, the
rod of Aaron for the house of Levi was budded, and brought forth buds, and bloomed blossoms, and
yielded almonds.” It was shown to the people, and afterward laid up in the tabernacle as a witness to
succeeding generations. This miracle effectually settled the question of the priesthood.



It was now fully established that Moses and Aaron had spoken by divine authority, and the people were
compelled to believe the unwelcome truth that they were to die in the wilderness. “Behold,” they
exclaimed, “we die, we perish, we all perish.” They confessed that they had sinned in rebelling against
their leaders, and that Korah and his company had suffered from the just judgment of God.

In the rebellion of Korah is seen the working out, upon a narrower stage, of the same spirit that led to the
rebellion of Satan in heaven. It was pride and ambition that prompted Lucifer to complain of the
government of God, and to seek the overthrow of the order which had been established in heaven. Since
his fall it has been his object to infuse the same spirit of envy and discontent, the same ambition for
position and honor, into the minds of men. He thus worked upon the minds of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram,
to arouse the desire for self-exaltation and excite envy, distrust, and rebellion. Satan caused them to reject
God as their leader, by rejecting the men of God’s appointment. Yet while in their murmuring against
Moses and Aaron they blasphemed God, they were so deluded as to think themselves righteous, and to
regard those who had faithfully reproved their sins as actuated by Satan.

Do not the same evils still exist that lay at the foundation of Korah’s ruin? Pride and ambition are
widespread; and when these are cherished, they open the door to envy, and a striving for supremacy; the
soul is alienated from God, and unconsciously drawn into the ranks of Satan. Like Korah and his
companions, many, even of the professed followers of Christ, are thinking, planning, and working so
eagerly for self-exaltation that in order to gain the sympathy and support of the people they are ready to
pervert the truth, falsifying and misrepresenting the Lord’s servants, and even charging them with the
base and selfish motives that inspire their own hearts. By persistently reiterating falsehood, and that
against all evidence, they at last come to believe it to be truth. While endeavoring to destroy the
confidence of the people in the men of God’s appointment, they really believe that they are engaged in a
good work, verily doing God service.

The Hebrews were not willing to submit to the directions and restrictions of the Lord. They were restless
under restraint, and unwilling to receive reproof. This was the secret of their murmuring against Moses.
Had they been left free to do as they pleased, there would have been fewer complaints against their
leader. All through the history of the church God’s servants have had the same spirit to meet.

It is by sinful indulgence that men give Satan access to their minds, and they go from one stage of
wickedness to another. The rejection of light darkens the mind and hardens the heart, so that it is easier
for them to take the next step in sin and to reject still clearer light, until at last their habits of wrongdoing
become fixed. Sin ceases to appear sinful to them. He who faithfully preaches God’s word, thereby
condemning their sins, too often incurs their hatred. Unwilling to endure the pain and sacrifice necessary
to reform, they turn upon the Lord’s servant and denounce his reproofs as uncalled for and severe. Like
Korah, they declare that the people are not at fault; it is the reprover that causes all the trouble. And
soothing their consciences with this deception, the jealous and disaffected combine to sow discord in the
church and weaken the hands of those who would build it up.

Every advance made by those whom God has called to lead in His work has excited suspicion; every act
has been misrepresented by the jealous and faultfinding. Thus it was in the time of Luther, of the Wesleys
and other reformers. Thus it is today.

Korah would not have taken the course he did had he known that all the directions and reproofs
communicated to Israel were from God. But he might have known this. God had given overwhelming
evidence that He was leading Israel. But Korah and his companions rejected light until they became so
blinded that the most striking manifestations of His power were not sufficient to convince them; they
attributed them all to human or satanic agency. The same thing was done by the people, who the day
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after the destruction of Korah and his company came to Moses and Aaron, saying, “Ye have killed the
people of the Lord.” Notwithstanding they had had the most convincing evidence of God’s displeasure at
their course, in the destruction of the men who had deceived them, they dared to attribute His judgments
to Satan, declaring that through the power of the evil one, Moses and Aaron had caused the death of
good and holy men. It was this act that sealed their doom. They had committed the sin against the Holy
Spirit, a sin by which man’s heart is effectually hardened against the influence of divine grace. “Whosoever
speaketh a word against the Son of man,” said Christ, “it shall be forgiven him: but whosoever speaketh
against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him.” Matthew 12:32. These words were spoken by our
Saviour when the gracious works which He had performed through the power of God were attributed by
the Jews to Beelzebub. It is through the agency of the Holy Spirit that God communicates with man; and
those who deliberately reject this agency as satanic, have cut off the channel of communication between
the soul and Heaven.

God works by the manifestation of His Spirit to reprove and convict the sinner; and if the Spirit’s work is
finally rejected, there is no more that God can do for the soul. The last resource of divine mercy has been
employed. The transgressor has cut himself off from God, and sin has no remedy to cure itself. There is
no reserved power by which God can work to convict and convert the sinner. “Let him alone” (Hosea 4:17)
is the divine command. Then “there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful looking for
of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries.” Hebrews 10:26, 27.
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EXTRA Reading for Mon, Jan 12

Patriarchs & Prophets

Chapter 1—Why was Sin Permitted?, p. 33-43

“God is love.” 1 John 4:16. His nature, His law, is love. It ever has been; it ever will be. “The high and lofty
One that inhabiteth eternity,” whose “ways are everlasting,” changeth not. With Him “is no variableness,
neither shadow of turning.” Isaiah 57:15; Habakkuk 3:6; James 1:17.

Every manifestation of creative power is an expression of infinite love. The sovereignty of God involves
fullness of blessing to all created beings. The psalmist says:

“Strong is Thy hand, and high is Thy right hand.
Righteousness and judgment are the foundation of Thy throne:
Mercy and truth go before Thy face.
Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound:
They walk, O Lord, in the light of Thy countenance.
In Thy name do they rejoice all the day:
And in Thy righteousness are they exalted.
For Thou art the glory of their strength: ...
For our shield belongeth unto Jehovah,
And our king to the Holy One.”
Note: Psalm 89:13-18, R.V. [In this text and in some other Bible quotations used in this book
the word “Jehovah” is employed instead of “Lord,” as rendered in the American Supplement
to the Revised Version.]

The history of the great conflict between good and evil, from the time it first began in heaven
to the final overthrow of rebellion and the total eradication of sin, is also a demonstration of
God’s unchanging love.

The Sovereign of the universe was not alone in His work of beneficence. He had an associate—a co-worker
who could appreciate His purposes, and could share His joy in giving happiness to created beings. “In the
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the
beginning with God.” John 1:1, 2. Christ, the Word, the only begotten of God, was one with the eternal
Father—one in nature, in character, in purpose—the only being that could enter into all the counsels and
purposes of God. “His name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father,
The Prince of Peace.” Isaiah 9:6. His “goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.” Micah 5:2.
And the Son of God declares concerning Himself: “The Lord possessed Me in the beginning of His way,
before His works of old. | was set up from everlasting.... When He appointed the foundations of the earth:
then | was by Him, as one brought up with Him: and | was daily His delight, rejoicing always before Him.”
Proverbs 8:22-30.

The Father wrought by His Son in the creation of all heavenly beings. “By Him were all things created, ...
whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by Him, and
for Him.” Colossians 1:16. Angels are God’s ministers, radiant with the light ever flowing from His presence
and speeding on rapid wing to execute His will. But the Son, the anointed of God, the “express image of
His person,” “the brightness of His glory,” “upholding all things by the word of His power,” holds
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supremacy over them all. Hebrews 1:3. “A glorious high throne from the beginning,” was the place of His
sanctuary (Jeremiah 17:12); “a scepter of righteousness,” the scepter of His kingdom. Hebrews 1:8.
“Honor and majesty are before Him: strength and beauty are in His sanctuary.” Psalm 96:6. Mercy and
truth go before His face. Psalm 89:14.

The law of love being the foundation of the government of God, the happiness of all intelligent beings
depends upon their perfect accord with its great principles of righteousness. God desires from all His
creatures the service of love—service that springs from an appreciation of His character. He takes no
pleasure in a forced obedience; and to all He grants freedom of will, that they may render Him voluntary
service.

So long as all created beings acknowledged the allegiance of love, there was perfect harmony throughout
the universe of God. It was the joy of the heavenly host to fulfill the purpose of their Creator. They
delighted in reflecting His glory and showing forth His praise. And while love to God was supreme, love
for one another was confiding and unselfish. There was no note of discord to mar the celestial harmonies.
But a change came over this happy state. There was one who perverted the freedom that God had granted
to His creatures. Sin originated with him who, next to Christ, had been most honored of God and was
highest in power and glory among the inhabitants of heaven. Lucifer, “son of the morning,” was first of
the covering cherubs, holy and undefiled. He stood in the presence of the great Creator, and the ceaseless
beams of glory enshrouding the eternal God rested upon him. “Thus saith the Lord God; Thou sealest up
the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty. Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God; every precious
stone was thy covering.... Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and | have set thee so: thou wast
upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire. Thou
wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity was found in thee.” Ezekiel
28:12-15.

Little by little Lucifer came to indulge the desire for self-exaltation. The Scripture says, “Thine heart was
lifted up because of thy beauty, thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy brightness.” Ezekiel
28:17. “Thou hast said in thine heart, ... | will exalt my throne above the stars of God.... | will be like the
Most High.” Isaiah 14:13, 14. Though all his glory was from God, this mighty angel came to regard it as
pertaining to himself. Not content with his position, though honored above the heavenly host, he
ventured to covet homage due alone to the Creator. Instead of seeking to make God supreme in the
affections and allegiance of all created beings, it was his endeavor to secure their service and loyalty to
himself. And coveting the glory with which the infinite Father had invested His Son, this prince of angels
aspired to power that was the prerogative of Christ alone.

Now the perfect harmony of heaven was broken. Lucifer’s disposition to serve himself instead of his
Creator aroused a feeling of apprehension when observed by those who considered that the glory of God
should be supreme. In heavenly council the angels pleaded with Lucifer. The Son of God presented before
him the greatness, the goodness, and the justice of the Creator, and the sacred, unchanging nature of His
law. God Himself had established the order of heaven; and in departing from it, Lucifer would dishonor
his Maker and bring ruin upon himself. But the warning, given in infinite love and mercy, only aroused a
spirit of resistance. Lucifer allowed his jealousy of Christ to prevail, and became the more determined.

To dispute the supremacy of the Son of God, thus impeaching the wisdom and love of the Creator, had
become the purpose of this prince of angels. To this object he was about to bend the energies of that
master mind, which, next to Christ’s, was first among the hosts of God. But He who would have the will
of all His creatures free, left none unguarded to the bewildering sophistry by which rebellion would seek
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to justify itself. Before the great contest should open, all were to have a clear presentation of His will,
whose wisdom and goodness were the spring of all their joy.

The King of the universe summoned the heavenly hosts before Him, that in their presence He might set
forth the true position of His Son and show the relation He sustained to all created beings. The Son of God
shared the Father’s throne, and the glory of the eternal, self-existent One encircled both. About the throne
gathered the holy angels, a vast, unnumbered throng—“ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands
of thousands” (Revelation 5:11.), the most exalted angels, as ministers and subjects, rejoicing in the light
that fell upon them from the presence of the Deity. Before the assembled inhabitants of heaven the King
declared that none but Christ, the Only Begotten of God, could fully enter into His purposes, and to Him
it was committed to execute the mighty counsels of His will. The Son of God had wrought the Father’s will
in the creation of all the hosts of heaven; and to Him, as well as to God, their homage and allegiance were
due. Christ was still to exercise divine power, in the creation of the earth and its inhabitants. But in all this
He would not seek power or exaltation for Himself contrary to God’s plan, but would exalt the Father’s
glory and execute His purposes of beneficence and love.

The angels joyfully acknowledged the supremacy of Christ, and prostrating themselves before Him,
poured out their love and adoration. Lucifer bowed with them, but in his heart there was a strange, fierce
conflict. Truth, justice, and loyalty were struggling against envy and jealousy. The influence of the holy
angels seemed for a time to carry him with them. As songs of praise ascended in melodious strains, swelled
by thousands of glad voices, the spirit of evil seemed vanquished; unutterable love thrilled his entire
being; his soul went out, in harmony with the sinless worshippers, in love to the Father and the Son. But
again he was filled with pride in his own glory. His desire for supremacy returned, and envy of Christ was
once more indulged. The high honors conferred upon Lucifer were not appreciated as God’s special gift,
and therefore, called forth no gratitude to his Creator. He gloried in his brightness and exaltation and
aspired to be equal with God. He was beloved and reverenced by the heavenly host, angels delighted to
execute his commands, and he was clothed with wisdom and glory above them all. Yet the Son of God
was exalted above him, as one in power and authority with the Father. He shared the Father’s counsels,
while Lucifer did not thus enter into the purposes of God. “Why,” questioned this mighty angel, “should
Christ have the supremacy? Why is He honored above Lucifer?”

Leaving his place in the immediate presence of the Father, Lucifer went forth to diffuse the spirit of
discontent among the angels. He worked with mysterious secrecy, and for a time concealed his real
purpose under an appearance of reverence for God. He began to insinuate doubts concerning the laws
that governed heavenly beings, intimating that though laws might be necessary for the inhabitants of the
worlds, angels, being more exalted, needed no such restraint, for their own wisdom was a sufficient guide.
They were not beings that could bring dishonor to God; all their thoughts were holy; it was no more
possible for them than for God Himself to err. The exaltation of the Son of God as equal with the Father
was represented as an injustice to Lucifer, who, it was claimed, was also entitled to reverence and honor.
If this prince of angels could but attain to his true, exalted position, great good would accrue to the entire
host of heaven; for it was his object to secure freedom for all. But now even the liberty which they had
hitherto enjoyed was at an end; for an absolute Ruler had been appointed them, and to His authority all
must pay homage. Such were the subtle deceptions that through the wiles of Lucifer were fast obtaining
in the heavenly courts.

There had been no change in the position or authority of Christ. Lucifer’s envy and misrepresentation and
his claims to equality with Christ had made necessary a statement of the true position of the Son of God;
but this had been the same from the beginning. Many of the angels were, however, blinded by Lucifer’s
deceptions.
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Taking advantage of the loving, loyal trust reposed in him by the holy beings under his command, he had
so artfully instilled into their minds his own distrust and discontent that his agency was not discerned.
Lucifer had presented the purposes of God in a false light—misconstruing and distorting them to excite
dissent and dissatisfaction. He cunningly drew his hearers on to give utterance to their feelings; then these
expressions were repeated by him when it would serve his purpose, as evidence that the angels were not
fully in harmony with the government of God. While claiming for himself perfect loyalty to God, he urged
that changes in the order and laws of heaven were necessary for the stability of the divine government.
Thus while working to excite opposition to the law of God and to instill his own discontent into the minds
of the angels under him, he was ostensibly seeking to remove dissatisfaction and to reconcile disaffected
angels to the order of heaven. While secretly fomenting discord and rebellion, he with consummate craft
caused it to appear as his sole purpose to promote loyalty and to preserve harmony and peace.

The spirit of dissatisfaction thus kindled was doing its baleful work. While there was no open outbreak,
division of feeling imperceptibly grew up among the angels. There were some who looked with favor upon
Lucifer’s insinuations against the government of God. Although they had heretofore been in perfect
harmony with the order which God had established, they were now discontented and unhappy because
they could not penetrate His unsearchable counsels; they were dissatisfied with His purpose in exalting
Christ. These stood ready to second Lucifer’s demand for equal authority with the Son of God. But angels
who were loyal and true maintained the wisdom and justice of the divine decree and endeavored to
reconcile this disaffected being to the will of God. Christ was the Son of God; He had been one with Him
before the angels were called into existence. He had ever stood at the right hand of the Father; His
supremacy, so full of blessing to all who came under its benignant control, had not heretofore been
guestioned. The harmony of heaven had never been interrupted; wherefore should there now be discord?
The loyal angels could see only terrible consequences from this dissension, and with earnest entreaty they
counseled the disaffected ones to renounce their purpose and prove themselves loyal to God by fidelity
to His government.

In great mercy, according to His divine character, God bore long with Lucifer. The spirit of discontent and
disaffection had never before been known in heaven. It was a new element, strange, mysterious,
unaccountable. Lucifer himself had not at first been acquainted with the real nature of his feelings; for a
time he had feared to express the workings and imaginings of his mind; yet he did not dismiss them. He
did not see whither he was drifting. But such efforts as infinite love and wisdom only could devise, were
made to convince him of his error. His disaffection was proved to be without cause, and he was made to
see what would be the result of persisting in revolt. Lucifer was convinced that he was in the wrong. He
saw that “the Lord is righteous in all His ways, and holy in all His works” (Psalm 145:17); that the divine
statutes are just, and that he ought to acknowledge them as such before all heaven. Had he done this, he
might have saved himself and many angels. He had not at that time fully cast off his allegiance to God.
Though he had left his position as covering cherub, yet if he had been willing to return to God,
acknowledging the Creator’s wisdom, and satisfied to fill the place appointed him in God’s great plan, he
would have been reinstated in his office. The time had come for a final decision; he must fully yield to the
divine sovereignty or place himself in open rebellion. He nearly reached the decision to return, but pride
forbade him. It was too great a sacrifice for one who had been so highly honored to confess that he had
been in error, that his imaginings were false, and to yield to the authority which he had been working to
prove unjust.

A compassionate Creator, in yearning pity for Lucifer and his followers, was seeking to draw them back
from the abyss of ruin into which they were about to plunge. But His mercy was misinterpreted. Lucifer
pointed to the long-suffering of God as an evidence of his own superiority, an indication that the King of
the universe would yet accede to his terms. If the angels would stand firmly with him, he declared, they
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could yet gain all that they desired. He persistently defended his own course, and fully committed himself
to the great controversy against his Maker. Thus it was that Lucifer, “the light bearer,” the sharer of God’s
glory, the attendant of His throne, by transgression became Satan, “the adversary” of God and holy beings
and the destroyer of those whom Heaven had committed to his guidance and guardianship.

Rejecting with disdain the arguments and entreaties of the loyal angels, he denounced them as deluded
slaves. The preference shown to Christ he declared an act of injustice both to himself and to all the
heavenly host, and announced that he would no longer submit to this invasion of his rights and theirs. He
would never again acknowledge the supremacy of Christ. He had determined to claim the honor which
should have been given him, and take command of all who would become his followers; and he promised
those who would enter his ranks a new and better government, under which all would enjoy freedom.
Great numbers of the angels signified their purpose to accept him as their leader. Flattered by the favor
with which his advances were received, he hoped to win all the angels to his side, to become equal with
God Himself, and to be obeyed by the entire host of heaven.

Still the loyal angels urged him and his sympathizers to submit to God; and they set before them the
inevitable result should they refuse: He who had created them could overthrow their power and signally
punish their rebellious daring. No angel could successfully oppose the law of God, which was as sacred as
Himself. They warned all to close their ears against Lucifer’s deceptive reasoning, and urged him and his
followers to seek the presence of God without delay and confess the error of questioning His wisdom and
authority.

Many were disposed to heed this counsel, to repent of their disaffection, and seek to be again received
into favor with the Father and His Son. But Lucifer had another deception ready. The mighty revolter now
declared that the angels who had united with him had gone too far to return; that he was acquainted with
the divine law, and knew that God would not forgive. He declared that all who should submit to the
authority of Heaven would be stripped of their honor, degraded from their position. For himself, he was
determined never again to acknowledge the authority of Christ. The only course remaining for him and
his followers, he said, was to assert their liberty, and gain by force the rights which had not been willingly
accorded them.

So far as Satan himself was concerned, it was true that he had now gone too far to return. But not so with
those who had been blinded by his deceptions. To them the counsel and entreaties of the loyal angels
opened a door of hope; and had they heeded the warning, they might have broken away from the snare
of Satan. But pride, love for their leader, and the desire for unrestricted freedom were permitted to bear
sway, and the pleadings of divine love and mercy were finally rejected.

God permitted Satan to carry forward his work until the spirit of disaffection ripened into active revolt. It
was necessary for his plans to be fully developed, that their true nature and tendency might be seen by
all. Lucifer, as the anointed cherub, had been highly exalted; he was greatly loved by the heavenly beings,
and his influence over them was strong. God’s government included not only the inhabitants of heaven,
but of all the worlds that He had created; and Lucifer had concluded that if he could carry the angels of
heaven with him in rebellion, he could carry also all the worlds. He had artfully presented his side of the
guestion, employing sophistry and fraud to secure his objects. His power to deceive was very great. By
disguising himself in a cloak of falsehood, he had gained an advantage. All his acts were so clothed with
mystery that it was difficult to disclose to the angels the true nature of his work. Until fully developed, it
could not be made to appear the evil thing it was; his disaffection would not be seen to be rebellion. Even
the loyal angels could not fully discern his character or see to what his work was leading.
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Lucifer had at first so conducted his temptations that he himself stood uncommitted. The angels whom
he could not bring fully to his side, he accused of indifference to the interests of heavenly beings. The very
work which he himself was doing, he charged upon the loyal angels. It was his policy to perplex with subtle
arguments concerning the purposes of God. Everything that was simple he shrouded in mystery, and by
artful perversion cast doubt upon the plainest statements of Jehovah. And his high position, so closely
connected with the divine government, gave greater force to his representations.

God could employ only such means as were consistent with truth and righteousness. Satan could use what
God could not—flattery and deceit. He had sought to falsify the word of God and had misrepresented His
plan of government, claiming that God was not just in imposing laws upon the angels; that in requiring
submission and obedience from His creatures, He was seeking merely the exaltation of Himself. It was
therefore necessary to demonstrate before the inhabitants of heaven, and of all the worlds, that God'’s
government is just, His law perfect. Satan had made it appear that he himself was seeking to promote the
good of the universe. The true character of the usurper and his real object must be understood by all. He
must have time to manifest himself by his wicked works.

The discord which his own course had caused in heaven, Satan charged upon the government of God. All
evil he declared to be the result of the divine administration. He claimed that it was his own object to
improve upon the statutes of Jehovah. Therefore God permitted him to demonstrate the nature of his
claims, to show the working out of his proposed changes in the divine law. His own work must condemn
him. Satan had claimed from the first that he was not in rebellion. The whole universe must see the
deceiver unmasked.

Even when he was cast out of heaven, Infinite Wisdom did not destroy Satan. Since only the service of
love can be acceptable to God, the allegiance of His creatures must rest upon a conviction of His justice
and benevolence. The inhabitants of heaven and of the worlds, being unprepared to comprehend the
nature or consequences of sin, could not then have seen the justice of God in the destruction of Satan.
Had he been immediately blotted out of existence, some would have served God from fear rather than
from love. The influence of the deceiver would not have been fully destroyed, nor would the spirit of
rebellion have been utterly eradicated. For the good of the entire universe through ceaseless ages, he
must more fully develop his principles, that his charges against the divine government might be seen in
their true light by all created beings, and that the justice and mercy of God and the immutability of His
law might be forever placed beyond all question.

Satan’s rebellion was to be a lesson to the universe through all coming ages—a perpetual testimony to
the nature of sin and its terrible results. The working out of Satan’s rule, its effects upon both men and
angels, would show what must be the fruit of setting aside the divine authority. It would testify that with
the existence of God’s government is bound up the well-being of all the creatures He has made. Thus the
history of this terrible experiment of rebellion was to be a perpetual safeguard to all holy beings, to
prevent them from being deceived as to the nature of transgression, to save them from committing sin,
and suffering its penalty.

He that ruleth in the heavens is the one who sees the end from the beginning—the one before whom the
mysteries of the past and the future are alike outspread, and who, beyond the woe and darkness and ruin
that sin has wrought, beholds the accomplishment of His own purposes of love and blessing. Though
“clouds and darkness are round about Him: righteousness and judgment are the foundation of His
throne.” Psalm 97:2, R.V. And this the inhabitants of the universe, both loyal and disloyal, will one day
understand. “His work is perfect: for all His ways are judgment: a God of truth and without iniquity, just
and right is He.” Deuteronomy 32:4.
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EXTRA Reading for Fri, Jan 16

Acts of the Apostles
Chapter 4—Pentecost Excerpts p. 35-39

This chapter is based on Acts 2:1-39.

As the disciples returned from Olivet to Jerusalem, the people looked on them, expecting to see on
their faces expressions of sorrow, confusion, and defeat; but they saw there gladness and triumph. The
disciples did not now mourn over disappointed hopes. They had seen the risen Saviour, and the words of
His parting promise echoed constantly in their ears.

In obedience to Christ’'s command, they waited in Jerusalem for the promise of the Father—the
outpouring of the Spirit. They did not wait in idleness. The record says that they were “continually in the
temple, praising and blessing God.” Luke 24:53. They also met together to present their requests to the
Father in the name of Jesus. They knew that they had a Representative in heaven, an Advocate at the
throne of God. In solemn awe they bowed in prayer, repeating the assurance, “Whatsoever ye shall ask
the Father in My name, He will give it you. Hitherto have ye asked nothing in My name: ask, and ye shall
receive, that your joy may be full.” John 16:23, 24. Higher and still higher they extended the hand of faith,
with the mighty argument, “It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right
hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us.” Romans 8:34.

As the disciples waited for the fulfillment of the promise, they humbled their hearts in true repentance
and confessed their unbelief. As they called to remembrance the words that Christ had spoken to them
before His death they understood more fully their meaning. Truths which had passed from their memory
were again brought to their minds, and these they repeated to one another. They reproached themselves
for their misapprehension of the Saviour. Like a procession, scene after scene of His wonderful life passed
before them. As they meditated upon His pure, holy life they felt that no toil would be too hard, no
sacrifice too great, if only they could bear witness in their lives to the loveliness of Christ’s character. Oh,
if they could but have the past three years to live over, they thought, how differently they would act! If
they could only see the Master again, how earnestly they would strive to show Him how deeply they loved
Him, and how sincerely they sorrowed for having ever grieved Him by a word or an act of unbelief! But
they were comforted by the thought that they were forgiven. And they determined that, so far as possible,
they would atone for their unbelief by bravely confessing Him before the world.

The disciples prayed with intense earnestness for a fitness to meet men and in their daily intercourse
to speak words that would lead sinners to Christ. Putting away all differences, all desire for the supremacy,
they came close together in Christian fellowship. They drew nearer and nearer to God, and as they did
this they realized what a privilege had been theirs in being permitted to associate so closely with Christ.
Sadness filled their hearts as they thought of how many times they had grieved Him by their slowness of
comprehension, their failure to understand the lessons that, for their good, He was trying to teach them.

These days of preparation were days of deep heart searching. The disciples felt their spiritual need
and cried to the Lord for the holy unction that was to fit them for the work of soul saving. They did not
ask for a blessing for themselves merely. They were weighted with the burden of the salvation of souls.
They realized that the gospel was to be carried to the world, and they claimed the power that Christ had
promised.

During the patriarchal age the influence of the Holy Spirit had often been revealed in a marked
manner, but never in its fullness. Now, in obedience to the word of the Saviour, the disciples offered their


https://ref.ly/Ac2.1-39
https://ref.ly/Lk24.53
https://ref.ly/Jn16.23
https://ref.ly/Jn16.24
https://ref.ly/Ro8.34

18

supplications for this gift, and in heaven Christ added His intercession. He claimed the gift of the Spirit,
that He might pour it upon His people.

“And when the Day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. And
suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where
they were sitting.”

The Spirit came upon the waiting, praying disciples with a fullness that reached every heart. The
Infinite One revealed Himself in power to His church. It was as if for ages this influence had been held in
restraint, and now Heaven rejoiced in being able to pour out upon the church the riches of the Spirit’s
grace. And under the influence of the Spirit, words of penitence and confession mingled with songs of
praise for sins forgiven. Words of thanksgiving and of prophecy were heard. All heaven bent low to behold
and to adore the wisdom of matchless, incomprehensible love. Lost in wonder, the apostles exclaimed,
“Herein is love.” They grasped the imparted gift. And what followed? The sword of the Spirit, newly edged
with power and bathed in the lightnings of heaven, cut its way through unbelief. Thousands were
converted in a day.

“It is expedient for you that | go away,” Christ had said to His disciples; “for If | go not away, the
Comforter will not come unto you; but if | depart, | will send Him unto you.” “When He, the Spirit of truth,
is come, He will guide you into all truth: for He shall not speak of Himself; but whatsoever He shall hear,
that shall He speak: and He will show you things to come.” John 16:7, 13.

Christ’s ascension to heaven was the signal that His followers were to receive the promised blessing.
For this they were to wait before they entered upon their work. When Christ passed within the heavenly
gates, He was enthroned amidst the adoration of the angels. As soon as this ceremony was completed,
the Holy Spirit descended upon the disciples in rich currents, and Christ was indeed glorified, even with
the glory which He had with the Father from all eternity. The Pentecostal outpouring was Heaven’s
communication that the Redeemer’s inauguration was accomplished. According to His promise He had
sent the Holy Spirit from heaven to His followers as a token that He had, as priest and king, received all
authority in heaven and on earth, and was the Anointed One over His people.

“And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. And they
were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them
utterance.” The Holy Spirit, assuming the form of tongues of fire, rested upon those assembled. This was
an emblem of the gift then bestowed on the disciples, which enabled them to speak with fluency
languages with which they had heretofore been unacquainted. The appearance of fire signified the fervent
zeal with which the apostles would labor and the power that would attend their work.

“There were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every nation under heaven.” During the
dispersion the Jews had been scattered to almost every part of the inhabited world, and in their exile they
had learned to speak various languages. Many of these Jews were on this occasion in Jerusalem, attending
the religious festivals then in progress. Every known tongue was represented by those assembled. This
diversity of languages would have been a great hindrance to the proclamation of the gospel; God
therefore in a miraculous manner supplied the deficiency of the apostles. The Holy Spirit did for them that
which they could not have accomplished for themselves in a lifetime. They could now proclaim the truths
of the gospel abroad, speaking with accuracy the languages of those for whom they were laboring. This
miraculous gift was a strong evidence to the world that their commission bore the signet of Heaven. From
this time forth the language of the disciples was pure, simple, and accurate, whether they spoke in their
native tongue or in a foreign language.

“Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude came together, and were confounded, because
that every man heard them speak in his own language. And they were all amazed and marveled, saying
one to another, Behold, are not all these which speak Galileans? and how hear we every man in our own
tongue, wherein we were born?”
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