The Battle of Discouragement, Chapter 12, Nehemiah 1-6
When circumstances are over whelming, let God fight your battles. He will surely rescue you from distress and discouragement.
1. What was the bad news that Nehemiah received about his homeland from one of his brethren? Nehemiah 1: 3? Nehemiah, a Jew, was cupbearer to the King of Persia. He lived about 900 miles from Jerusalem. He could have taken the position that he has other important things to do and not bothered himself with the situation in Jerusalem.
Q	 What determines when and how we should get involved in matters pertaining to God’s work?

2. Nehemiah was very affected by the situation in his homeland. Read his heartfelt prayer in verses 5-11 of Nehemiah 1. It is one of the great prayers of the Bible. 
Q	How does prayer make a difference in a critical situation?
     3.  When Nehemiah told the King about his concern and dilemma, how did the King respond? Chapter 2: 6-8. This was amazing generosity by the king. Did Nehemiah feel it was the result of his great persuasive skill?    See the last part of Verse 8 in Chapter 2. 
     4.	How did Judah’s enemies feel about the gracious gift of the king to Nehemiah? Should challenges and opposition be a reason to stop our work, especially if we know God is with us?[endnoteRef:1] See 2:10 about the challenges. [1: ] 

	Q	When Nehemiah got to Jerusalem, he told some leaders about how God had provided an opening to repair the walls. What was their response? 2:18
.	Q	Do you think the way a need is presented is an important part to getting a positive response?
     5.	One of the great chapters of the Old testament in leadership is chapter 3 telling how Nehemiah organized the people to participate in building the wall. See how many times the words “and next to” are found in chapter 3. This was a masterful organization to help accomplish the task. Yes, we need God’s interventions and help but our initiative and creativity are vital and I believe inspired by God.
    6.  In 4:1 it begins with a “but.” Often when things seem all right to move forward an obstacle or obstacles appears. What challenge was presented to Nehemiah in Chapter 4: 1-3. 

Q.	Can it be discouraging after you have put so much prayer and effort in a project and a threatening problem manifests itself. What mindset is helpful at this point?
     7.	When Nehemiah and his workers built half the wall—what further challenges manifested themselves?  Survey Chapter 4: 7-12. Amazingly these great challenges did not stop Nehemiah and the workers. Enumerate all the things Nehemiah told them to do in this critical situation; chapter 4: 12-23.
	Q	Why do you think Nehemiah did not entertain stopping the project with all the opposition?
     8.	In chapter 5 Nehemiah faced other problems among the Jewish people. Some people could no longer afford to provide for their family because of the heavy interest being charged to them—they had to surrender their property. What was Nehemiah’s directive to them? Nehemiah 5: 11. 
	Q	Is it doubly discouraging when you not only have trouble form the outside but when you have strife from within? How does this contribute to a complex problem?
      9.	Read Chapter 6: 1-14 and list the further ways the enemies tried to prevent the building of the wall.
     10. A moment of triumph! 6:15 says that in 52 days the wall was completed. Does victory seem greater when it was achieved through a lot of crisis and adversities?
     11. What Psalm might have been good to sing at this time of victory? Look at Psalms 145-150
