The Battle of Resources, Chapter 10
“God with us” is the ultimate resource we can always count on. Don’t be tempted to look for help in unhealthy alliances that offer false promises
1. How many “God with us” promises can you think of? Here are some to reflect on: Isaiah 41:10; Psalm 23:3; Matthew 28:20; John 14: 18; Psalm 91:15; Jeremiah 1:8; Isaiah 43:2.
Q	In what way do you picture God with you when you face a venture for/with Him?

2.	When Ahaz, the 12th king of Judah heard that the king of Syria and the king of Israel were planning to wage war against Judah it says, Isa 7:2, “His heart and the hearts of his people shook as the trees of the forest shake with the wind.”
     Q	What helps you to face challenges without feeling over whelmed?

3.	Here is a list of the kings of Judah that preceded Ahaz; Which ones followed God and which ones didn’t: Rehoboam, Abijah, Asa, Jehoshaphat, Jehoram, Ahaziah, Athaliah, Joash, Amaziah, Uzziah, Jotham.
Q		Which of these kings inspire you the most?
4.	Ahaz’s father Jotham followed God but Ahaz did not, read the description of him in 2 Chronicles 28:2-4
Q		Why would God want to help a king who was rebellious against Him? What factors would cause Ahaz to be so different from his father?
5.	God sent Isaiah to meet Ahaz with a message and a “visual aid.” Read the message in Isaiah 7: 3,4. 
Q		The “visual aid” was Isaiah’s son—what was his name and its message?
6.	God wanted to help Ahaz. What would happen if Ahaz accepted God’s help? Read Isaiah 7: 7-9.
7.	In trying to build Ahaz’s faith, God suggested he ask for a sign 7: 11 what was Ahaz’s response 7:12
Q		How would you feel if God spoke to you offering to provide a sign when you are facing a big challenge?
8.	God offered a sign anyway to Ahaz. This sign had a local fulfillment but a great messianic fulfillment
Q		Discuss the importance of Isaiah 7: 14, 15. What does the word Immanual mean to you?
9.	Ahaz suffered terribly by not accepting God’s offer of help. He wanted to form an alliance with Assyria to give him the strength to face his two enemies. However, it was this alliance partner that caused the defeat of both Israel and Judah, ultimately. 
Q		Are we tempted at times to follow our own source of strength instead of trusting God when facing big challenges?
