The Battle of Powerlessness, Lesson 9, Based on 2 Chronicles 20
Frequently, we face situations in which our strength and wisdom are not enough. Yet, we have this assurance to rely on: Though we are “power-less,” our God is “powerful.”

Context: After David and Solomon, Israel divided into two kingdoms: The Northern Kingdom-Israel and the Southern kingdom Judah. The fourth king of Judah was Jehoshaphat who is the subject of our story in this lesson. He reigned from 877-853 BC. There were twenty kings in Judah before the Babylonian captivity.
1. The crisis: Vs 1,2: A great coalition of armies united to fight Judah at the time of Jehoshaphat. They were close to Jerusalem at En Gedi which is on the west edge of the Dead Sea. It was a crisis because of the size of the force and the great threat to Judah.
a. Q	When a crisis is upon us, where do we turn first?

2. The response: Vs 3,4: Jehoshaphat called people from the kingdom of Judah  (The tribe of Benjamin is also a part of Judah as are the priests, the tribe of Levi) to hold a fast and pray to God for guidance and help.
a. Q	Do you think a better plan would have been to first organize a military force with a strategy to counteract the coalition army?

3. The Prayer: In verses 6-12 Jehoshaphat prays one of the great prayers of the bible—we will discuss its five sections. (Other great prayers in include the prayers of David, Solomon, Nehemiah, Daniel, Jesus, Paul)
a. Focus on God’s power (Vs. 5,6) When we feel powerless, it brings us courage to focus on God’s strength—because He promised to be with us always. 
Q	Can you identify a time when you felt powerless and fearful as Judah did?

b. Remember God’s past acts (Vs 7) Often remembering God’s past acts is a part of thanksgiving in prayer. In 1 Thess. 5:18 Paul says, “In everything give thanks.” 
Q	How could a prayer of thanksgiving help in a great time of need?

c. Claim God’s Promises (Vs 8, 9)  “We will stand before this temple and in your presence… and cry out to You in our affliction and You will hear and save?”
Q	Share a Bible promise that is important to you in a difficult time.
      d.	Tell God your problem in detail ( Vs. 10, 11) Do you think our problems trouble God or does he welcome them?  See Hebrews 10: 19-25 and Jude 24,25) 
	Q	Do these texts show God as eager to have you come and present your needs?
       e.		Make your requests to God (vs. 12) I have once heard the expression that God is more willing to hear and help than we are to ask.
	Q	Do you think the statement above is true?

4. The Prophet (Vs 14-17) These very encouraging words  by the prophet Jahaziel assured Judah victory. Note the in verses 15 and 17 the theme—the battle is not yours but Gods.
Q	Do we have words from prophets assuring us victory?	Share thoughts

      5.	The Preparation: (18-21) Jehoshaphat made a great statement to the people in verse 20. Why has this verse been a blessing to Adventists?

      6.	The battle strategy (Vs 22-23) They were to have voices singing in front of the army and as they sang God won the victory for them—the enemy started fighting one another. 
		Q	Would it have been wiser for Judah to start fighting than to rely on the singing of a choir for victory?
7.	 The victory (Vs 24-30) How was  the singing after the victory so meaningful? Vs. 28
	Q	Do we always remember to give God praise and thanks for the victories He sends our way?
Q	How was the victory a long term success Vs. 29,30

