The Battle of Perception
[bookmark: _Hlk213605599]God’s reality is experienced by faith, not be sight. Be assured of the heavenly armies that surround you at all times, even though you cannot see them.

1. How do angels help us in our spiritual journey: Psalms 34: 7, “The angel of the Lord, encamps all around those who fear Him, and delivers them.” Psalm 91:11 “For He shall give His angels charge over you, to keep you in all your ways.”
a. Q	Can you share an experience where you were blessed by an angel presence and intervention?

2. Explain why the king of Syria was frustrated by the prophet Elisha—2 Kings 6: 8-12
a. Q	Do you think some political leaders today covet the devotion that people give to God? Do you think at times there is an appeal by political leaders to accept them and their decisions in ways that is not best as Christian who gives God priority?

3. If Elijah knew all of the King of Syria’s plans before he put them in action, do you think he knew that the King of Syria was coming to capture him? If yes, why did he not tell his assistant instead of letting him go through terrible anxiety by seeing an army surrounding their residence? (2 Kings 6: 15)
a. Q	Do you think God exposes us to situations of risk and trial to deepen our faith? How does Romans 5: 3-4 relate to this? ”we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulations produces perseverance; and perseverance, character; and character, hope.
b. Q	This experience of Elisha’s assistant also illustrates the battle of perception. God sees situations far different that we do. The eye of faith is to view situations more with God’s eyes and understanding.

4. When he saw the armies of Syria surrounding their residence, Elisha’s assistant said, “what shall we do?” (2 Kings 6: 15) Q  Can you identify with Elisha’s assistant? Have you been in complex times and found yourself asking, “What shall we do? Where do you turn next for help?

5. Elisha told his assistant, vs. 16, “ Do not fear for those who are with us are more than those who are with them.” Elisha’s assistant may have been initially confused because there was only two of them but hundreds of Syrian soldiers. 
a. Q	How does Elisha statement become a source of encouragement in our daily spiritual warfare?

6. How did Elisha’s prayer become an “eye opening” experience for Elisha’s assistant (2 Kings 6: 17) 	Q	Has God ever pulled back the curtains to help you to see realities in His kingdom? To what extent was prayer a part of that experience?

7. In 2 Kings 6: 18-23 we have the story of how Elisha prayed to God to strike the Syrian army with blindness—which God did. He then led them to Samaria—about 11 miles. 
a. Q	What might have been the purpose of dealing with non-God fearing people in this way? Do you think God in Bible times was also reaching out to Non-Israelites to make them believers in him.

8. Was it Elisha’s purpose to have these Syrian soldiers killed? What was the result of this act of grace? Do you wish more of the Bible stories ending in acts of grace? Why do you think there is often blood shed rather than an act of grace?

9. 
So our main lesson again: God’s reality is experienced by faith, not be sight. Be assured of the heavenly armies that surround you at all times, even though you cannot see them
