The Battle Belongs to the Lord
The Battle of ____________________
God offers us His peace to overcome our fears. Don’t let your heart be anxious, for the eternal God fights your battles.
Read Judges Chapters 6 & 7
““Pardon me, my lord,” Gideon replied, “but how can I save Israel? My clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my family.” (Judges 6:15 NIV)
· “Disregarding the envoy’s opening address, “mighty warrior/hero,” or “aristocrat,” he complains of two strikes that are already against him: his clan (ʾeleph) is the least important in Manasseh, and he is the youngest in his father’s household. Gideon does not realize that in Yahweh’s work it does not matter what one’s social position is; the authorization of Yahweh is all he needs. Having no experience with the divine presence, he cannot imagine beyond his own human resources (or lack thereof). (Daniel Isaac Block, Judges, Ruth, vol. 6, New American Commentary p. 261)
· Before Gideon speaks, God is already uplifting Gideon (See Judges 6:12). Why is it important to watch the things we say to ourselves in relation to the promises of the Bible? (For example: I will never be able to finish my degree/ project etc. etc.)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
“The Lord said to Gideon, “You have too many men. I cannot deliver Midian into their hands, or Israel would boast against me, ‘My own strength has saved me.’ 3 Now announce to the army, ‘Anyone who trembles with fear may turn back and leave Mount Gilead.’” So twenty-two thousand men left, while ten thousand remained.” (Judges 7:2-3 NIV)
· “No matter how one understands the criterion for selecting the final army, the fact is that God, not Gideon, selected the men.  For this reason, it will be God who wins the victory by His hand.  The reductions certainly are a way in which Yahweh is able to undermine any self-confidence that Gideon may have as a result of the fleece incidents.” (SDA International Bible Commentary Vol. 3 p. 369)
· Read Isaiah 55:8-9.  How does this verse help us to unlock the door of understanding when God is moving in our midst/lives in times of trouble?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
“When the three hundred trumpets sounded, the LORD caused the men throughout the camp to turn on each other with their swords. The army fled to Beth Shittah toward Zererah as far as the border of Abel Meholah near Tabbath.” (Judges 7:22 NIV)
· “God must bring his servants to a moment when all human confidence is stripped away, when they sit silently in humble adoration of God as the One who is totally sufficient against all odds to accomplish His divine will. Then and only then are they ready to move forward to taste God’s victory.” (SDAIBC Vol 3. p.372)
· “The Spirit of the Lord came upon Gideon…”(Judges 6:34) When facing conflict/ trouble in our lives, why is it important to invoke the “the Spirit of the Lord” ?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please share a time when all odds were stacked against you and God intervened in a mighty way.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

