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School Year:
PHILOSOPHY OF TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION (SDA)
Technology is a tool given by God to enhance learning, improve communication, and empower students to responsibly serve their communities. In the Adventist context, technology instruction must be Christ-centered, values-driven, and focused on developing students who are digitally skilled, morally grounded, and mission-minded.
Students should learn to use technology in ways that reflect the character of Christ—creativity, integrity, responsibility, and service—while developing the 21st-century skills necessary for academic success and lifelong learning.
RATIONALE
The rapid expansion of digital tools requires students to build strong technological literacy. Grade 7 students are at a developmental stage where responsibility, discernment, and independence online must be cultivated. This curriculum equips students with:
· Practical digital skills (Google Apps, Microsoft Office, digital design)
· Safe and ethical online behavior
· Problem-solving and creativity
· Spreadsheets, presentations, and data skills
· Digital citizenship grounded in Christian principles
These competencies prepare students to meaningfully participate in the digital world while maintaining a Christ-like influence.
SPIRITUAL CONNECTION
Bible Verse 
“Let the wise listen and add to their learning, and let the discerning get guidance.” — Proverbs 1:5
This text reminds students that God calls us to continually grow in wisdom and use knowledge responsibly.
Ellen G. White Quote
“True education means more than the pursual of a certain course of study… It is the harmonious development of the physical, the mental, and the spiritual powers.” — Education, p. 13
Technology education should therefore support the balanced development of mental skills, spiritual discernment, and character.
STANDARDS ALIGNMENT
NAD Adventist Education Standards (Technology & Computer Applications)
· Use technology to research, create, communicate, and present information.
· Apply Christian principles to digital citizenship and online behavior.
· Demonstrate ethical use of digital tools and respect for intellectual property.
· Use productivity tools for writing, data analysis, presentations, and design.
New York State Computer Science & Digital Fluency Standards
· CSDF1: Impacts of Computing / Digital Citizenship
· CSDF2: Computational Thinking
· CSDF3: Networks & Cybersecurity (online safety)
· CSDF4: Digital Literacy & Productivity Tools
· CSDF5: Computing Design & Creativity (digital publishing, design platforms)
SEPTEMBER — INTRODUCTION & FUNDAMENTALS
Themes: Technology as a Gift from God; Classroom Procedures; Computer Basics
Topics:
· Course introduction
· SDA philosophy of technology
· Computer Basics (hardware, software, OS)
· Computer Parts (input/output/storage)
· Logging into Google Accounts
· Basic File Management (Drive folders, naming conventions)
· Keyboarding refresh & accuracy drills
Standards: NAD Digital Tools; NY CSDF4, CSDF1
Project: Create a neatly structured Google Drive folder hierarchy for classes.
OCTOBER — DIGITAL CITIZENSHIP & ONLINE SAFETY
Themes: Christian responsibility online
Topics:
· Internet safety
· Privacy, passwords, cyberbullying
· SDA values and media choices
· Email etiquette & professional communication
· Responsible use of school devices
· Copyright & plagiarism awareness
Standards: NY CSDF1, CSDF3
Project: Create a digital poster: “How Grade 7 Students Can Be Safe and Christlike Online.”
NOVEMBER — WORD PROCESSING (GOOGLE DOCS / MS WORD)
Topics:
· Review formatting basics
· Styles, headings, spacing
· Bulleted/numbered lists
· Reference Ribbon (in MS Word)
· Table of contents
· Citations & bibliography
· Captions
· Review Ribbon
· Research tool
· Thesaurus
· Word count
· Comments & suggestions
· Track changes
Standards: NY CSDF4, NAD Research & Writing
Project: Create a formatted research document with TOC, citations, captions.
DECEMBER — WORD PROCESSING ADVANCED & INTEGRATED PROJECTS
Topics:
· Translating text (awareness only)
· Editing for collaboration
· Inserting images, charts, tables
· Document design principles (SDA-appropriate visuals)
Project: Create a holiday newsletter or church bulletin page using Docs/Word.
JANUARY — SPREADSHEETS (MS EXCEL / GOOGLE SHEETS)
Topics:
· Understanding cells, rows, columns
· Sorting & filtering data
· Basic functions:
· AVERAGE
· MEDIAN
· MODE
· Formatting tables
· Creating graphs (bar, line, pie)
· Linking tables into Word/Docs
Standards: NY CSDF4
Project: Create a data table & graph (e.g., class survey).
FEBRUARY — ADVANCED SPREADSHEETS & DATA VISUALIZATION
Topics:
· Advanced chart types
· Multi-sheet workbooks
· Conditional formatting
· Integrating Excel/Sheets into other applications
Project: Data visualization project: “My Digital Habits.”
MARCH — PRESENTATION SOFTWARE (POWERPOINT / GOOGLE SLIDES)
Topics:
· Layouts, themes, branding
· Slide Master
· Adding tables, charts, videos
· Hyperlink action buttons
· Interactive presentations
· Using the Review Ribbon (research, thesaurus, comments)
· Visual design best practices
Standards: NAD Communication; NY CSDF4
Project: Create a 7-slide interactive SDA-themed presentation (e.g., "Healthy Living").
APRIL — DIGITAL DESIGN & MEDIA CREATION (CANVA, POSTERMYWALL)
Topics:
· Flyers, posters, infographics
· Logo design basics
· Video creation basics (if platform approved)
· Exporting and sharing media
· Using graphic templates
· SDA-appropriate visual messaging
Standards: NY CSDF5
Project Options:
· Infographic on Bible topic
· Church event flyer
· “Mothers’ Day” or “Graduation” digital card
· Mission-themed logo
MAY — WEB DESIGN BASICS (GOOGLE SITES)
Topics:
· Planning a website
· Pages, navigation, layout
· Embedding documents, slides, and videos
· Responsible content creation
· SDA values in online content
Standards: CSDF5
Project: Create a personal or class portfolio website.
JUNE — INTRODUCTION TO CODING
Topics:
· Understanding algorithms
· Block-based coding (Scratch or SDA-approved platform)
· Loops, variables, events
· Simple animations or games
· Christian-themed digital storytelling
Standards: NY CSDF2
Project: Create a mini animation that illustrates a Bible verse or character.
JULY — FINAL PROJECT & INTEGRATION
Culminating Project:
Students choose one of the following:
· Full digital portfolio (Docs + Slides + Sheets + Canva + Site)
· Community-service themed website
· Illustrated digital storybook
· Mini-coding project
· Interactive presentation on Christian digital citizenship
Assessments:
· Skills tests
· SDA values reflection
· Peer and self-evaluations
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