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flash

“The reformed princes had determined upon having a statement of their views in sys-
tematic form, with the evidence from the Scriptures, to present before the Diet; and the
task of its preparation was committed to Luther, Melanchthon, and their associates. . . .
The Reformers were solicitous that their cause should not be confounded with political
questions; they felt that the Reformation should exercise no other influence than that

which proceeds from the word of God” (The Great Controversy, p. 206).




Look at the situations below. For each one, decide whether
it is appropriate to go with public opinion or with your personal
belief.

+ Most people you know think that a particular guy is
creepy and possibly dangerous. You don't really
see it. He asks you to get together with him one
evening.

* You have been invited to a party. You are excited
to go until you hear that alcohol may be
served. All your friends say, “It's no big deal.
Just don't drink any.”

*You don't really like a particular style of
music, but all of your friends love it. They
want you to go along to a concert.

« A group of fellow students are angry at

a teacher for giving them low grades.
You like the teacher and think that they
aren't being fair; however, they seem to
feel very strongly about their position.
Do you say something?

did you
know?

faith and practice rises from its
origin. Its writers viewed the Bible
as distinct from other literature.
They referred to it as "Holy Scrip-
tures' (Romans 1:2), ‘sacred writings'
(2 Timothy 3:15, RSV), and the
‘oracles of God' (Romans
3:2; Hebrews 5:12).
The uniqueness of the
Scriptures is based on their
D origin and source. The Bible
writers claimed they did
not originate their messages
but received them from divine
sources. It was through divine revela-
tion that they were able ‘to see’ the truths
they passed on (see Isaiah 1:1; Amos 1:1; Micah
1:1; Habakkuk 1:1; Jeremiah 38:21)" (Seventh-day
Adventists Believe, p. 13).
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punch lines

“The Lord God said, ‘It is not good for the man to be alone. T will make a helper
suitable for him” (Genesis 2:18, NIV).

“When Esther’s words were reported to Mordecai, he sent back

this answer: ‘Do not think that because you are in the king's

house you alone of all the Jews will escape. For if you remain

silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will

arise from another place, but you and your father's family

will perish. And who knows but that you have come to

your royal position for such a time as this?" (Esther
4:12-14, NIV).

“Pointing to his disciples, he said, 'Here are

my mother and my brothers. For whoever does

the will of my Father in heaven is my brother

and sister and mother” (Matthew 12:49,
50, NIV).

“A time is coming and in fact has come
when you will be scattered, each to your
own home. You will leave me all alone.
Yet I'am not alone, for my Father is with
me” (John 16:32, NIV).

“God sets the lonely in families”
(Psalm 68:6, NIV).

“These faithful men ac-

knowledged an authority

above that of earthly rulers.”
—Ellen G. White, The Great Controversy, p. 202
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connecting life

are we supposed to obey? When Peter was
told to stop preaching, he declared that “We
must obey God rather than men!” Have you
ever had an experience where an authority
figure was telling you to do something that
you felt was wrong? How did you handle it?
How do you wish you had handled it?

Tuesday
Read Matthew 22:21.
I n the Flashlight excerpt some reformed
princes who had accepted the Protestant
faith drew up a document describing their
beliefs to be brought before the Diet (a com-
mittee of Catholic officials) to gain the right
to worship as they believed they should.
These were powerful men who could have
mustered up armies to support their cause,
but, they didn't. They refused to use violence,
and they refused to get involved in political
questions. They believed that the “Reforma-
tion should exercise no other influence than
that which proceeds from the Word of God.”
They respected the existing authorities as
much as they could but, ultimately, they
obeyed God. In what ways can you show
your support of the authority figures you
encounter? Get some practice: How would
you respectfully disagree with an authority
figure in your life?
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Wednesday
Read Matthew 12:49, 50. G‘is week's reading* \

ake a list of the social groups that you
belong to. You might list groups such The Great Controversy (or Love

as your family, your school, your church, or Under Fire), chapters 1,12

your job. Out of these groups, place an X *LoveUnderfireisaspecial adaptation of The Great Con-

beside the ones that you chose to belong troversy, created for you by the Ellen G. White Fstate
to. How important are these social groups and Pacific Press. Get more information about it at
to you? Which group is the most important http://www.cornerstoneconnections.net/article/191
to you? /about-us/conflict-of-the-ages-companion-books

#.URIhF1rBO9s. By following the weekly reading
plan, you will read at least one book of the Conflict
of the Ages Series each year.






