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LESSON 1

CORNERSTONECOMMECTIONS

JANUARY032026

Commentary: The Acts of the Apostles (or Unlikely Leaders),
chapters 1-3.
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( Scripture Story: Acts 1:1-11. \
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“He said to them: ‘It is not for you

to know the times or dates the Fa-
ther has set by his own authority.

“The church is God's appointed agency for the salvation of men. It was organized But you will receive power when
for service, and its mission is to carry the gospel to the world. From the beginning the Holy Spirit comes on you; and
it has been God's plan that through His church shall be reflected to the world His you will be my witnesses in Jerusa-

lem, and in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the ends of the earth.”

fullness and His sufficiency. The members of the church, those whom He has called
out of darkness into His marvelous light, are to show forth His glory” (The Acts of the

Apostles, p. 9). (Acts 1:7, 8, NIV)
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What do you think is the region that has the greatest need

for mission work? (Rank the following in order for the greatest

need for gospel work: 1—greatest need, 7—least need.)

__ My local church

__ My neighborhood

___ Myschool

__Inner cities (urban areas)

_ Small towns (rural communities)

___ Regions of the world that have large groups
of people who can't read

_Unreached people groups around the
world that have no Bible
Why did you rank the above this way?

id you know that there
are 7,360 languages spo-
D ken in the world today? Fur-
thermore, one in five people
are still waiting for the Bible in
their own language. One hundred sixty-seven

million people, speaking 2,014 languages, are
still waiting for translation to begin.

¥

Accessed from https://www.wycliffe.org.uk
/about/our-impact/, January 20, 2021.
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"“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to
observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even

to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:19, 20, NASB).

“And when He got into the boat, he who had been demon-
possessed begged Him that he might be with Him. However,
Jesus did not permit him, but said to him, ‘Go home to
your friends, and tell them what great things the Lord
has done for you, and how He has had compassion
on you." And he departed and began to proclaim in
Decapolis all that Jesus had done for him; and all
marveled” (Mark 5:18-20, NKJV).

“This is the message which we have heard

from Him and declare to you, that God is light

and in Him is no darkness at all (1 John
1:5, NKJV).

“And this is the testimony: that God
has given us eternal life, and this life isin
His Son. He who has the Son has life; he
who does not have the Son of God does
not have life. These things I have writ-
ten to you who believe in the name of
the Son of God, that you may know that
you have eternal life, and that you may
continue to believe in the name of the
Son of God” (1 John 5:11-13, NKJV).

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel,
for it is the power of God for salvation to
everyone who believes, to the Jew first
and also to the Greek” (Romans 1:16,

NASB).

“In every age the Lord has had His

watchmen, who have borne a faithful
testimony to the generation in which they
lived.” —Ellen G. White, The Acts of the Apostles, p. 11
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connectingtolife

general prejudice against Christ were still
very strong. The next phase would be taking
the gospel to Judea and Samaria. Already
their perceptions of Samaritans were hate-
ful. Who would listen? Why should they care?
And how would they be able to take this
news about Christ to the ends of the earth?
Think about what these three phases of
ministry look like today in your world. What
phase would you say seems to be the most
challenging? Why?

Tuesday
Read Isaiah 43:10-12.
Read the quote from The Acts of the Apostles
in the Flashlight section and compare this
statement with the perceptions people have
about your church. How can your church
keep this mission at the forefront of all that
you do in your community? Whom do you
know in your church who is passionate about
witnessing to others? Consider inviting them
to share with you how they share their faith
with others in such an effective way.

Wednesday

he Punch Lines in this week's lesson echo

the call to be witnesses for Christ to
the world. Some are the words of apostles
while other passages are the very commands
Christ gave to people who came to know Him
as Savior. As you read these selections from
Scripture, which verse is speaking to you
today? What do you think God is trying to say
to you personally?

Thursday
Read 1 John 1:5.
his week's lesson is about being ready
to bear witness to the risen Christ. Being
ready to share what Christ means to you is a
practical way to be prepared for any oppor-

The Acts of the Apostles (or
Unlikely Leaders), chapters 1-3.

*Unlikely Leaders is a special adaptation of The Acts of the Apostles
created for you by the Ellen G. White Estate and Pacific Press. Get
more information about it at http://www.cornerstoneconnections
.net/article/191/about-us/conflict-of-the-ages-companion-books
#.URIF1rBOYs. By following the weekly reading plan, you will

read at least one book of the Conflict of the Ages Series each year.




