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WEDDING IN BONNDERDALE: Couple Says “I (Still) Do!”

After 60 years of life together, married without having had a wedding, Don and Chris Hill were given a
beautiful ceremony by their children. Steve with his wife Adrienne and Jacque Hill Taylor, his sister,
thought it was time their parents have a "real wedding."

So Steve and Jacque announced that on March 31, 2026 instead of an
ordinary anniversary celebration, the church, family and friends were
invited to a wedding and anniversary celebration.

With their children as best man and bridesmaid, Chris, carrying a bou-
quet of white and lavender roses, marched down the aisle to the tune of
“A Thousand Years” in an elegant white dress made by the bride her-
self, who is a talented and experienced seamstress. An excited and nerv-
ous Don was waiting with the rest of the wedding party for his beautiful
bride.

The wedding ceremony was performed by Dan Hansen, a long time
family friend from Colorado.

* Arkansas-Louisiana

The reception followed in the church's multi-purpose room beautifully
decorated by family and friends.

~ Submitted by June Bates '
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CONWAY, ARKANSAS YOUNG ADULTS ARE ACTIVE

The Conway Seventh Day Adventist Church is trying a new approach to draw in young adults ages 18 to 30 years old.
Conway is fortunate to have three universities. We have started a young adult fellowsh1p that meets once a month
generally on Sunday evening. Members of the church provide dinner, fol- ( . =

the group, and then we invite a guest speaker to give a short motivational
talk. The latest meeting we took the group bowling. Good thing we did not
have women compete against the men. The men would have lost.

~ Submitted by
Paula Nance

Giving the Gift of Care and Warmth

During an Evangelistic meeting at the Conway Seventh Day Adventist Church, a new member was welcomed into the
church family through baptism. This new member serves as a caseworker at the Bethlehem House, a local organization
that supports individuals experiencing homelessness. Bethlehem House provides meals and temporary housing while
offering motivation, encouragement, and practical resources to help clients become independent and self-sufficient.

The Conway Church organized a collection drive of hygiene and personal care items to support the residents and clients
of Bethlehem House during the months of November and December 2025. That effort resulted in the donation of 17
fully stocked backpacks, each filled with essential care items, accompanied by a copy of Steps to Christ.

During the months of December
2025 and January 2026, our
church organized a “Giving the
Gift of Warmth” drive. The
church collected coats, sweaters,
and hoodies for the non-resident
homeless individuals who regu-
larly visit Bethlehem House. It
was a joy to help bring warmth
to those in need while supporting
the vital work of the Bethlehem
House during the coldest
months.

~ Submitted by Paula Nance
/ Sharon Dunaway



Blended Families Louisiana Regional Weekend Strengthens Homes Through Christ

On May 15-16, 2026, families from across the region gathered in Baton Rouge for the
Blended Families Louisiana Regional Weekend, a spirit-filled event focused on
strengthening families through biblical principles, communication, and God’s design
for the home.

Because the topic of blended families is so broad and deeply relevant in today’s socie-
ty, the weekend was designed to provide greater understanding, practical guidance, and
spiritual encouragement on how God can remain at the center of every family dynamic.
The event created a safe and uplifting space where individuals and families could learn,
reflect, heal, and grow together.

Guest speaker Dr. Patricia Hudson-Henry opened the weekend by defining the meaning
of the word “blended.” She emphasized that, in many ways, all families are blended
because each individual brings different backgrounds, personalities, life experiences,
and expectations into the family structure. Through Scripture and practical examples,
she explored God’s original design for families and reminded attendees that unity in the
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home begins with Christ.

During the Sabbath morning message, Dr. Hudson-Henry spoke directly to both
women and men, placing special emphasis on the God-given responsibilities of
men as spiritual leaders and priests of the household. Drawing from biblical princi-
ples, she encouraged men to recommit themselves to God and to their families.
Members were visibly moved as the service concluded with a heartfelt rededica-
tion, where men were invited to stand in recommitment to leading their homes
with prayer, love, humility, and faithfulness.

Throughout the weekend, participants were reminded of the power of calm words
over quick reactions and the importance of worship, prayer, and intentional com-
munication in restoring families to what God intended them to be. After a fellow-
ship meal, attendees returned for an engaging workshop that covered relationships,
communication with biological and non-biological family members, sibling dy-
namics, navigating extended family relationships, and learning to love others ac-
cording to their individual “love language.”

The discussions were honest, practical, and encouraging, equipping at-
tendees with tools they could immediately apply within their homes and
communities. A spirit of unity, healing, and hope filled the atmosphere as
families shared experiences and learned from one another.

A wonderful time was had by all, with many leaving encouraged and in-
spired to strengthen their families through Christ-centered living. The
weekend served as a powerful reminder that no family is perfect, but with
God at the center, every family can grow stronger in love, grace, and unity.
“Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of
sins.” — 1 Peter 4:8"

~ Submitted by Dr. Marjorie Belizaire



Turning Pain into Power: A Weekend of Healing, Hope, and Courage

On April 3-4, 2026, the Hot Springs Seventh-day Adventist Church in Hot Springs, Arkansas, became a sacred refuge
of restoration, renewal, and strength. Women and men from across the region gathered for the Turning Pain into Pow-
er Domestic Abuse Awareness Weekend, hosted by the Women’s Ministries Department of the Arkansas-Louisiana
Conference. This powerful gathering of the Arkansas regional meeting marked the second of two transformative week-
ends held across the ARKLAC territory this year, following the Louisiana session in January. Leaders and members
from throughout the state came with open hearts, eager to be equipped, informed, and empowered on this critical issue.
From the very first moments, the presence of God was unmistakable. Friday evening opened with heartfelt, spirit-filled
music from the young people of the Hot Springs church, setting a tone of reverence and expectancy. The message that
followed, delivered by Dr. Shannon Trecartin, Chair of Social Work at Andrews University and a trained End It Now
presenter from the North American Division was both powerful and deeply personal. In her message, “The God Who
Sees: From Survival to Strength,” she drew from the story of Sarai and Hagar to remind attendees of a profound truth:
God sees, God cares, and God calls His people to stand courageously against abuse in all its forms.

Sabbath morning continued in a spirit of warmth, worship, and connection. In her sermon, “4 Church That Sees: From
Pain to Healing,” Dr. Trecartin invited the congregation into a deeper understanding of what it means to truly “see”
one another—to recognize pain, extend compassion, and walk alongside those in need of healing. Anchored in Gala-
tians 6:2, “Carry each other’s burdens, and in
this way you will fulfill the law of Christ,” her
message was rich with biblical clarity, authen-

ticity, and hope. It resonated deeply, offering

both comfort and conviction, especially to
those who have endured pain in silence. The
worship experience culminated in a moving
rendition of “Leaning on the Everlasting
Arms," reminding all present of the peace and
security found in Christ:

What have I to dread, what have I to fear,
Leaning on the everlasting arms?

1 have blessed peace with my Lord so near,
Leaning on the everlasting arms.”

Following a time of joyful fellowship over
lunch, the afternoon transitioned into the first
segment of the End It Now training. It was es-
pecially inspiring to see both men and women fully engaged learn-
ing together, asking thoughtful questions, and bravely confronting
the realities of domestic abuse. Honest conversations unfolded,
hearts opened, and a unified commitment emerged: to recognize the
signs, break the silence, and become advocates for safety, dignity,
and healing.

Participants traveled across Arkansas from Jonesboro to Fort Smith,
Benton to Russellville, and Little Rock and beyond each leaving not
only with knowledge, but with meaningful tools and reminders of
hope. Attendees received safeguarding peace booklets, educational
resources, journals, pens, and encouragement cards for life’s more
difficult days. A particularly touching gift was a special glass keep-
sake, symbolizing that no matter what one has endured, they are
deeply loved by God and are warriors marked by strength and resili-
ence. This simple yet powerful token will stand as a daily reminder: they are seen, valued, and never alone.

The Arkansas-Louisiana Conference Women’s Ministries team extends heartfelt gratitude to the Hot Springs Church,
its board of elders, and the entire church family for graciously opening their doors and hearts for this life-changing
weekend. Their hospitality created a safe and sacred space where healing could begin and hope could flourish.

This was more than a weekend event it was a movement of faith in action. Through education, compassion, testimony,
and the unwavering love of Christ, lives were touched, hearts were strengthened, and pain was truly transformed into
power.

“The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit.” — Psalm 34:18
May this promise continue to uplift and encourage all who are on the journey toward healing.
~ Submitted by Dr. Marjorie Belizaire

My apologies to the author and readers that in the May issue of Connections, half the story above was missing.
Therefore, I have republished the story in this issue in its entirety. ~ The Editor.
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Salem Place Nursing and Rehabilitation Center Visit

During April 2026, the Conway Seventh Day Adventist Church members prepared approximately 80 gift bags, each
including Steps to Jesus. Twenty-one church members had the joy of visiting with residents of Salem Place Nursing &
Rehabilitation Center. The members spent time singing hymns for the residents, then breaking into small groups to
pray and visit individually with the residents in their rooms, and presenting each one with a gift bag. The nursing home
staff were given special Thank You notes for their service and Steps to Jesus. It was truly blessed time of ministry and

o mon  fellowship.

~ Submitted by Paula Nance / Sharon Dunaway

Oh my! Look what
someone dropped! A test?
Or maybe... a reward?

If [ kept it 2\ message this morning
wouldn’t that was ‘Integrity.
make me rich

# You could buy more
@ @ef s Keepers! Big Franks!... But the
NG e

Heh, my conscience won't let me rest.
Better to be rich in character than rich

Y G in pocket (though the wallet was tempting).

HEN NO
ONE IS WATCHING. A lesson from Proverbs 11:3.
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Another Health Webinar is coming Tuesday, June 16, 2026 entitled Her Testimony,
His Glory — Faith, Screening, Victory. we will hear testimonies from Deb Miller and
Jennifer Kepper. Join us at 7:00 pm as we go live on our Facebook page and YouTube.

We need DENTISTS, and also

OPTOMETRISTS, OPTHALMOLOGISTS,

Jrree

and other MEDICAL
PROFESSIONALS as well as
general volunteers to make
this clinic a success!

Please contact Marjorie Be-
lizaire with any questions
about how you may serve!
We need all of you!!!

Innocent and kind people
get hurt in life easily

because they trust the
wrong company...

Be careful who you spend
time with.

“Do not be deceived:
bad company corrupts
good character.'”

1 Corinthians 15:33
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“Walk with the wise
and become wise, for
the fool suffers harm.”

Proverbs 13:20

A Ministry
of Healing
and Hope

Do you have a heart :
for Evangelism? 4

The Arkansas-Louisiana Conference
of Seventh-day Adventists is partnering
with AMEN FREE Clinic to provide
FREE medical, vision, and dental care §
to our community.

EH 28-30, 2026

MEDICAL
&

GENERAL
VOLUNTEERS

NEEDED! ©

daimen

Adventist Medical
Evangelism Network

AUGUST

USE YOUR SKILLS.
CHANGE LIVES.

MAKE AN ETERNAL IMPACT.
Be part of an incredible team of volunteers

bringing healing, hope, and the love of Christ
to those in need.

) SPRINGDALE,
" ARKANSAS

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
Dr. Marjorie Bélizaire
Health Evangelism Director, ARKLAC

© mbelizaire@arklac.org
BE THE HANDS AND FEET OF JESUS—SERVE WITH US!

“Freely you have

- Matthew 10:8

Seventh-day
Adventist® Church

ARKANSAS-LOUISIANA
CONFERENCE
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CONWAY CHURCH LADIES APPRECIATION DAY

As part of Women’s Ministry, the Conway Seventh Day Adventist Church hosted a luncheon for the ladies of the
church. The ladies were served spaghetti, salad, garlic bread, and deserts. It was a day to honor and show appreciation
to the ladies for their service to the church.

All the ladies attending were given gift bags and a prayer notebook. The ladies of Conway SDA do an awesome job
serving the church family. ~ Submitted by Paula Nance

Esther Nelson
April 15, 1939—May 6, 2026)

Esther Mary Nelson, wife of Arthur Leroy Nelson, of
Pleasant Plains, Illinois, passed away on May 6, 2026 after
time in and out of the hospital and hospice care. The family
was able to celebrate her 87th birthday in the rehab center
several days before her passing. Parkinson’s disease took
its toll on her body, but the family holds on to that precious
promise of a Resurrection morning, when she will be re-
stored in perfect health. Esther was a secretary at the ABC
in Shreveport (when it was still operating) and then secre-
tary in Publishing and Treasury for the six years that her
husband Art served as Treasurer of the Arkansas-Louisiana
Conference. (1992-1998) Even after moving away from
the Conference and Shreveport, the couple has provided
years of council to our treasury department. Arrangements
have not yet been shared, but if you wish to find out more,
~please contact me at the office—falcorn@arklac.org and if
I learn more details I will be happy to share.




Hosted by Jonesboro SDA Church L
coordinate district-wide involvement

(aligned with “Here Am I”)
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AKRLA Women’s Ministry Director
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Please join us for this
enriching fellowship.

FELLOWSHIP ‘ GROWTH ‘ SERVICE COMMITMENT

HEALTH MINISTRIES /
HEALTH EVANGELISM DEPARTMENT
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A journey of faith, hope,

and healing—testifying of an
amazing God who leads

us to victory.

JUNE 16,
2026

AT 7 P.M.

LIVE-STREAMING ON

Arkansas- Louisiana
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“I will restore health unto you,
and I will heal you of your wounds."
- Jeremiah 30:17

% Arkansas-Louisiana

Ia‘:lUf Marjorie Bélizaire ‘/A Conference
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS—ON OUR WEBSITE

Now you can easily access a copy of the quarterly from the ARKLA website. Go to the document
page (where department resources are found), scroll down to the Sabbath School Section, where you
can either choose an online link to access current lessons, or a PDF of the current quarterly booklet,

which you can read, or print to carry with you.

L0OM PRAYER

MEETING




The Record is turning a new page!

More digital and INTERACTIVE content
® \oices from the NEXT GENERATION
Original SPANISH-language articles
READER-PROVIDED photo shares

® ['resher, more TIMELY stories

e New content for KIDS

And a BRAND-NEW LOOK

Coming this Fall!

Hello All Church Communicators!

I’'m excited to announce that we are making changes to the Record that will
make it easier for you to share timely news about the exciting things your
church is doing.

Here is a quick look at how these changes will affect your submissions:

Weekly deadlines: Our goal is to share your news on our website and so-
cial media before the news is a week old. To accomplish this, we ask that
you submit any stories about special events that happened over the weekend
by the following Monday. See the bottom of this email for information on
how to submit your stories.

Photo stories: Have something noteworthy to share but don’t feel like you
have the time or talent to sit down and write a story? No problem! It’s been
said that a photo is worth a thousand words, so we’re adding photo stories to
our news pages. Send us a strong photo that captures the essence of your
event and one to three sentences to describe what happened. We’ll share
your photo stories on our website and social media and possibly within the
pages of the print magazine. Don’t forget, the bottom of this email will tell
you how to submit.

Photo captions: We want to know who’s in the picture! The Record is go-
ing to begin including captions with our photos (for both online and print
stories). When you send us a photo, please help us out by including the fol-
lowing: 1. The full names of anyone in photos of three of fewer people, 2. A

description of the group in any photo containing more than three people (Church members? Pathfinders? Conference attendees?
Choir?) 3. Any other information that might help the caption writer describe what’s going on (for example, if the photo is for a three
-day event and was taken at Friday vespers, let us know the photo is from the vespers program).

You may continue submitting stories as you have been. If it’s been a while since you submitted a story, we especially want to hear

from you! Here are three ways to send in your stories:

e Send an email to the conference communicator who sent

this message to you.

e Send an email to record@swuc.org

e Submit an online form from our website, swurecord.org.
Look for the submissions button (at the top of our current
website, but at the bottom of the soon-to-be released new

Record website).

I can’t wait to see all the exciting things your church is doing—
and to share your news with the rest of the union! God bless,

Lori Futcher, M.F.A.
Associate Director and Record Editor
(817) 426 7125, ext. 336 Office, Southwestern Union

Arkansas-Louisiana
CONFERENCE
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HEALTH MINISTRIES /
HEALTH EVANGELISM DEPARTMENT
PRESENTS

SOCIAL
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BUILDING STRONGER CONNECTIONS.
LIVING HEALTHIER TOGETHER.

JULY 11, 2026

VARIOUS CHURCHES
THROUGHOUT THE
ENTIRE TERRITORY
Join us as we focus on the importance
of social health—strengthening relationships,
building community, and reflecting
Christ’s love in our everyday lives.

OF SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS

SOCIAL HEALTH IS FOR SERMON, SERMON OUTLINE,

POWERPOINT VISIT:

LET'S GROW TOGETHER

heaith-ministry

S

www.arklac.org

If there are any additional questions:
Please contact Dr. Marjorie Bélizaire,

Health Ministries/Health Evangelism Director
mbelizaire@arklac.org

“Encourage one anather and build each ather up,

Just as in fact you are doing.” « | Thessalonians 5:17
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PRESS
RELEASE

Being the Remnant: A New Book on
Adventist Identity in History and Theology

Sherly Rothgeb | Director of Marketing

IS
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What It Truly Means to Be the Remnant in Today's World

Nampa, Idaho (May 11 2026)—As the Seventh-day Adventist Church expands across every
continent, culture, and tongue, a vital question emerges: What remains the “DNA” of our
movement? In an era of rapid growth—reaching nearly 23 million members worldwide—
the need for a unified, biblically grounded identity has never been more urgent. How do
we honor our 19th-century roots while speaking to a 2Ist-century world?

Introducing Being the Remnant: Adventist
Identity in History and Theology

.the most comprehensive study of Adventist identity ever
published. While most studies on Adventist identity focus solely
on theology, this volume “provides a solid overview of Adventist
identity based on both history and theology,” David Trim notes.

Inside readers will find:

e Fresh look at Ellen White's constitutive role in defining who we are

e Core beliefs: apocalypticism, state of the dead, Second Coming

e Social-scientific studies exploring how the Adventist lifestyle
and Sabbath-keeping shape our community.

“God guided a team of 25 authors to produce a consistent, coherent whole that

enlightens about Adventist identity,” Trim adds.

Designed for “Adventist scholars, students, and church members who love history
and/or are interested in Adventist identity,” this volume equips readers with a
deeper understanding and a stronger foundation for faith.

Being the Remnant is available on

Click Here to watch the
Book Trailer on nvmlTlllﬂ AdventistBookCenter.com

DISCOVER WHY THE

| REMNANT  *3i ﬂ
5 Y ISN'T AN OLD-FASHIONED I
p h - LABEL.BUT A - K
' = ' PROPHETIC ﬁ, Ty
. NECESSITY At
‘ m adventistbookcenter.com

g CONTACT: Sherly Rothgeb | Director of Marketing
D.J.B. Trim, Ph s 9 iR, Tifm, Sherly Rothgeb@PacificPress.com | 208-485-2550 ©) 0 FAdventistBookCenter/




JUNE 2026

Arkansas-Louisiana Conference Events

MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
2 3 4 5 6
Northwest Arkansas Camp Meeting, Gentry June 2-6
Prayer Zoom
7pm
Camp Yorktown Bay: Staff Week
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Womens Min:
Emphasis Day—
Special Offering
BOE / OAA
Board Zoom
P 7 Campestre Hispano del North-
ray;zll)'moom west Arkansas, OAA
Camp Yorktown Bay: Cub Camp
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
ARKLA
HealtWheI:)/[iil:lz::tries (l;:();f/[?\/[UITTI'lYEEE
Prayer Zoom @ 7:00 pm MEETING
7pm
Camp Yorktown Bay: Junior Camp
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Father’s Day
Prayer Zoom English Tlﬁ%o/ﬁi:séjg::posium in
7pm
|
Camp Yorktown Bay: Tween Week
28 29 30
Prayer Zoom
7pm ;
L%
Camp Yorktown Bay: Teen Week
1 1 1




2026 EVENT LIST

FOR CHURCHES IN THE ARKANSAS-LOUISIANA CONFERENCE

JUNE
Jun 1-6 CYB: Staff Week
Jun 2-6 Northwest Arkansas Camp Meeting at Gentry
Jun 7-13 CYB: Cub Camp
Jun 9 BOE/ OAA Board Zoom
Jun 12-13 Campestre Hispano del Northwest Arkansas, OAA
Jun 13 Women’s Ministries: Emphasis Day—Special Offering
Jun 14-20 CYB: Junior Camp
Jun 16 Health Webinar @ 7pm
Jun 18 ARKLA Executive Committee Meeting
Jun 21 Father’s Day
Jun 21-27 CYB: ‘Tween Camp
Jun 26-27 English Theological Symposium in Northwest Arkansas
Jun 28-July4 CYB: Teen Camp
JULY %' - i
July 3-4 Simposia Teologico Espanol en el Noroeste de Arkansas Ty
July 4 Independence Day
July 5-8 CYB: Family Camp
July 6 Office Closed (Long 4th of July Weekend)
July 7 Pastors’ “Check Up” zoom call at 10:00 am
July 8-12 Ministers Meetings: Pastors Workers Meeting @ CYB
July 10-12 Master Guide Workshop in Jefferson TX
July 11 Health Emphasis Sabbath
July 29—Aug 1 ASI International Convention “Hasten the Day” in Phoenix, AZ
- AUGUST
Aug 3-6 SWUC: Union Teachers’ Conference (Frisco)

OUR HOURS Aug 6 Master Guide Day

Our office hours are from 8:00 am 232 H ga(tjsg/rg Aihgi,l;gipz O%(r):l)m callat 103Dl

to 6:00 pm, Monday through Aug 17 School Begins

Thursday. We are closed on Aug 18 Pastoral Development Meeting in Shreveport at 9 am

Fridays. Our office workers put Aug 22 Church Officer/Leadership Training—Louisiana at 3 pm

in full-time hours; and the Aug 28-30 AMEN Health Clinic in Arkansas

officers and department Aug 29 Church Officer/Leadership Training—NW AR at 3 pm

e fie ehiem o he Aug 29 “End It Now” Abuse Day Sabbath

road serving our churches SEPTEMBER

and communities over Sep 1 S LA Ministers Meeting at 9 am
the weekend. So if you Sep 3 ARKLA Executive Committee Meeting
can’t reach us during Sep 4-6 C??lpamlentodfamiléar de Esparioé en CYB del 4 al 6 de septiembre
: Sep 7 Office Closed—Labor Day Holiday
E‘;flior?:alsvgil;g;ga Sep 8 Shreveport Area Ministers’ Meeting at 9 am
' P ) Sep 11-13 Club Ministry Leadership Meeting @ CYB
message, or email: Sep 12 Family Ministries: Family Togetherness Day of Prayer

info@arklac.org
We continuously
keep you all in
our prayers.
(We meet each
day for worship, so let us
know if you have special needs
and we will gladly add you to
our prayer list.) God bless you
all!

Sep 13-Oct4  Conference-wide Step Challenge (Health Ministries)
Sep 14-16 Adventist Risk Management

Sep 18-20 SWUC Women’s Ministries Retreat (Frisco)

Sep 25-26 FESJA Arkansas (para toda la conferencia) @ CYB
Sep 27 Elders Certification Training #5—Shreveport 9 am

Arkansas-Louisiana Conference of SDA
7025 Greenwood Road, Shreveport LA 71119
Phone: 318-631-6240

www.arklac.org
https://www.facebook.com/arklac/




